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he revelations i January 2002, dhat terrorist
st Asiaand linked to

cells based in South-
Osma Bin Laden’s al-Qaeda Islinie organisation had selecred US,
British and Australian diplonaic missions in Singapore for future
bomb attacks, and the murderous assaule on a Balinese nightelub
packed with Australians m October 2002 demonstrated that the
region faced 4 security threat more serious than Western govern-
ments had envisioned - their strategic seenanos. For Australia,
especially, they showed a need to re-evaltjate the stability of the
countries to its north and to determine how it should respond to
the growing penl of Ishamic nalitancy. While the activities of insur-
gent Tslamic groups in Indonesia and the Philippines had long been
cause for concern, the disclosure that Malaysia and Singapore had
given birth to their own militants intent on murdering people
perceived to be enemies of Islim meant Canberra could no longer

asstmie these were two countries it did not have to worry about.
Singapare, of course. has the will and the power i its tough Liws
to tackle internal militants, However, the links of local Malays n
wional terrarist network underlined the country’s

Singapore 1o a4 e
vulnerability as o Chinese wland i a Malay Muslim sea. The most
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disturbing aspect of the information veleased about terrorist activ-
ities was the extent o which al-Qaeda had penetrated Malaysia,
where the rapid growth of Thimic tundanentalisn is providing fertile
ground for the development of exoreniist ideas. Malaysia was one
of a number of countries v whieh al-Qacda members held meer-
ings ahead of the attacks on America on September 112001, US
Federal Bureau of Investigation Director Robert Mueller said on a
visit to Kuala Lumpur in March 2002,

Malaysia was 2 bastion of Islamic moderation and political
stability for many years. But ancereunties now doud s politeal
future and questions are being raised about whether its moderate
Mushims will be swamped by 1 new breed of zealots. nrolerant of
non-Mushims at home and hostile to those abroad. Much of the
blame for this change m Malaysia s outlook hies wath Dr Mabathi
Molumad. Prinie Minister since July 1981 1r Mahathir, wonically,
has been a proponent of Ianie noderation and, untl 1997, was
credited with providing the leadership that, 5t was then thought.

would ensure his country remained polinically stable and economi-

cally strong for some time to cone,
Part of the problent Ties in the way Malaysiahas developed over

the past two - decades. Tes growth, reflected 1 econone staristics,

has been dramatic, especially in the ten v
Asian economic orisis ended the boom. During that period.
woat darate of more than 8 per

ars dip to 1997, when the

Malaysia's gross domiestic produc
cent annually. By 1997, total o
USS158 billion, making Malaysia the world’s 18th iggest exporung
nation and 1 7th biggest importer: per capita income. which had
been US$300 at the time of independence, had risen to USS4000.
But the benefits of the growth did not permeate to poor rural areas

ernal trade reached more than

or the urban underprivileged.

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia’s capital, exhibits the exuberant expun-

sion of the boom years. Towering office blocks, decorated at myht
with glittering coloured hghts, il the city centre. Motorways and
light rail transport systems interseet the capital. But beneath the ghtier
there are flaws, Lo his.columm e New Sunday Times on 8 July 2001,
A. Kadir Jasin, former group editor of the News Strair Tiwes,
complained that Kuala Lumput hosted the world's tallest buildings
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and had the apperance of o First World city, the people responsible
for its upkeep had a Third World mentality. He asked:"What good
does 1t do to have the world's tallest building when from its windows
we see sl and ghettos?” Negleet of the slums contributed to an
outbreak of racial conflict in March 2001, which was the first serious
violence between races since 1969,

Dr Mahathir has every reason to be proud of the growth he
presided over in the 19905 and for setring out a vision for Maliysia
to become a fully developed nation by 2020, But his preoccupation
with showing the world that *Malaysia Boleh'—Malaysia can—
through his encourpgement of architectural spectacle i Kuala
Lumpur, and the expenditure of billions of dollirs on such ‘mega-

projects’ as the nes

admmistranve centre i Putrajaya south of Kualy

Lumpur, was not matched by g similar enthusiasm for tackling some
basic urban and rural problems
He strongly champroned two ventures—the creation of u national

car, the Proton Saga and its subsequent variations, and a steel

industry—which channelled funds and energy into: subsidised
products that were more symbolic of nationalist aspirations than
meaningful contributions to the nation’s wealth. And just as more
attention was piid 1o giving the capital an ersatz glamour than the
major make-over it required, so too was there more focus at the
national level on growth sttstics than overcoming, the backward-
ness of many rural arcas—in both peninsular Malaysia and the
Borneo states—and dealing with growing social problems. It is 1in
the slums of the capital and in poor rural areas that Islamic funda-
mentalism s flourishing with its potential to produce extremist
groups.

Malaysia’s growing segregation of the races is another reason for
anxiety. It is dumming the prospect of a umfying Malaysian iden-
tity emerging in the near futare. Malays and other indigenous people
account for more than 60 per cent of the Malaysian population,
Chinese just under 26 per cent and Indians about 7 per cent. Older
generation Chinese and Malays recall having close friends of hoth
races when they were young but note that today’s vouth seem to
stick with their own kind. An important cause of racial segregation
is the increasing pressure on young Malays—from nationalists and
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radical ulanmy (clerics)—to be more Klamic and culiurall

awdre,

This leads them to shun non-Malays. Removed from the influence

of other races, young Malays have become more vulnerable to radical
Islamic dens.
Ina speech m July 2002, Dy Mahadhie conceded that steps to

integrate the races had failed and extrenism was on the rise. He

said this could lead o the clecroral defear of the ruling Natonal
Frant allince. which he heads and added: "There will be a lor of

tension and what happened in 1969 [when Kuali Lumpur was

racked by racial riow] cin happen again

Young Chinese, for their part, resent the continuing privileges
accorded Malays i education and i the work place. They teel their
race is being marginalised. They complain that the Chinese have
been forced into a politeal partnership ith the United Malays
National Organisation (UMNO), the dominant govertment party,
which leaves them with no real say in government. At the same
time therr hifestyle s under threat from the fundamentalisng preached
by the opposition Parti sl se-Malaysia (PAS) and favoured by
some UMNO miembers.

Uhe introduction of the New Economic Policy (NEP) m 1972

established quotas for places for Malays in universities and employ-
ment and wllocated them shares in listed companies with the am
of raising their proportion of natonal wealth from 2 per cent to
30 per cent. The policy
learned to live with the rules and worked harder to make enough

at first angered nuany. Chinese, but they

money to send ther chldren overseas for a teruary educanon when
they lost out to less quahfied Malas m university selection. They
told themselves the NEP would eventually be discontinued or modi-
fied. However, nearly 30 vears after the NEPS introduction, it sall
in place and the Chinese community is asking when, i ever, ull
races will be treated equally and 4 true Malaysian dentty evolve.
Young Chinese, especially. are increasingly dissanstied with their

“second-class” status.

Their discontent was intensihied recently by the disclosure of a

serious fhaw 1 the quota system which allocates 35 per cenc of places
i universites o Chinese and 10 per cent to Indians, with the rest

going to bunnputras—Malays and other indigenous people. Each
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year, hundreds of Chinese with the highest academic qualifications
are turned gway from universities because the Chinese quota has

been filled. Administrators have now revealed that the bumiputra
Allocatton is never fully tken up. but no one has offered che vacant
places to Chinese or Indians. It i no wander that Chinese youth
have been strong supporters of calls by Sugiu, a Chinese activist
group, for an end to the Malays” special privileges

A survey taken by Malaysiay News Straits Times i mid-1999
highlighted the depth of racial segregation among the nation’s youth,
A To-year-old Indian wirl told the newspaper she had no Malay
fricnds, declaring that Malays hated her. The study found Malays
thought Chinese were “cratty and sly”, while Indians and Chinese
described Malays as bodo (stupid). A Chinese boy denied thar he
anti-Malay” bt said he did ‘not really like Malays™. Other scudies

WS

found that tmiversity students socialised with members of their own
race and seldom mingled with other ethme groups on campus.
The government announced that, i 4 move to check the
increasing polarsation of the races, universities would require
students of different races to share dormitory rooms. But Malays
and Chinese resisted the change. In July 2000, the authorities
announced plans for *Vision Schools’, which would bring together
nattonal, Chinese and Tamil schools in a single complex, where they
would share
use of these facilities, it was clumed, would lead to greater ante-
gration of the races. National schools, where Malay 1s the teaching

1 plaveround, asserbly hall and canteen. Therr common

Languiage. cater mainly to Malays, although they are open to Chinese
and Indians. But most Chinese and Indian parents prefer to send
their children to schools where lessons are given m Chmese and
Fimil.

Chinese community groups and educationists immediately
objected to the plan for Vision Schools, with some people expressing
concern that they were a first step in the abolition of Chinese
schools and Chinese culture, Dr Mabathir attacked the opponents

of the Vision Schools as strongly as he had condemued Sugiv which

he called “extremist’. While he realised the need to keep on side
with the Chinese, whose votes have become important in preserving

the ruling National Fronts stranglehold on Parliament, he risked
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alienatmg Malavs by gy to Chinese denrands. As aresult. there
is o risk of an exodus of nuny disillusioned younger Chinese at the
same tme as the proportion of Chimese iy the populaton is falling,
Any emigration of bright voung Chinese s 0 worry, siice the
Chinese have been the driving force behind the nation’s cconomic
growth, and Malaysia nist find a4 new crop off Chinese entrepre-
neurs if it is o atain Dr Mahathirs 2020 development

and
overcome the wealth disparities helping o foster Muslim radicalism.

i

Dr Mahathir sought to inculeate dn entreprencurial spivie in
young Malays by encouraging them to study international scien-
tific journals which are sweiteen m English, Bt the English of most
young Malays 1s so poor that they cannot follow basic written
instructions. This shortcoming is turther solating Malays fram the
mainstreant of madern Western thought, and alarming education-

ists, The sundard of English has deteriorated sharply ar every level,

front senior offictals in government offices to employees 1 depart-
ment stores, over the Lst 30 vears. This has resulted from denmunds
by Malay stnonalists that English be subordimated o Malag: From
the beginning of the 19705, Malay hecame the official medium of’

mstruction m satgonal schools and the use of English was relegated
to spe

jal subjects. Educanionits have said the decline in English
speaking among Malaysians began with the serapping in 1971 of
the requirement for students to obtain 4 pass in English to qualify
for the School Cerrificate.

Unfortumately. the reasonable goal of ensurig Malay was accorded
the hmportance it deserved as the mational kinguage was pursued
to the point where Malaysians lost the advantage their pr

vious
excellence i Enghish had given them in’ nternational commerce,
diploney and twurism,

Abdullah Alnad. an executive of the New Straits Times group
and former spectal envoy to the United Nations, declired that (In-
standard of English was “gering worse by the day among all races’.
and that he was worried about "Malaysias capacity to participite
actively m the global ccononty and internanomal reliions™ A colum
nist tor another Malaysian neswspaper The Sunon Suudiy.
K. Pathmanabhan. commented that the passion for Malay had
‘unfortunarely led o the shurung of children’s ninds from the
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world. as well as keeping global developments out of the reach of
most adules”

While the problems outlined above have created strams i
Malaysian society, the most serious dislocation has resuleed from
divisive actions taken or inttiated by the Prime Minister, beginning
with the sacking of Anwar brahim. his depuryin 1998, The fareful
decisions 1y Mahathir made av this time and their repercussians for
the nation and the region are discussed in the following pages
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Introduction

e demonsavon of Dr Mahathis Mohamad
by Wastern governments over the Answar atfair
reflected more than outrage over what they perceived as unfair treat-
ment of the farmer deputy prime minister. It highlighted o

icinls towards

widespread antipathy among foreygn leaders and o
the Malaysian Prine Minister, anising from his sometimes abrasive

personality and nor
Tbrahim was sacked from government, Dr Mahathir had railed

conformist policies. Tn the year before Anwar

against forcign stock market and curreney speculators, and alien
ated the US admimistranon and lik
criticism of Western deniocracy and his jaundiced view of humany

minded governments with Ins

rights activis. As he increasingly championed Third World, or
South, causes and warned developmg countries to be on guard
ags
Washington grew.

nst ‘neo-colonalism

read United States—his antagonists in

Dr Mahathir is always courteous to foreign visitors but often
appears detached—as if he were still a medical practitioner meeting
a patient for the first e His manier is friendly bt e displays
warmth only to close friends and family. Yot he is not an insensi-
tive person. He can be overcome with emotion when speaking of
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niatters about which he feels strongly, such as his desire to make
Mulays more goal-aricnted and compentive. Nevertheless, e often

comes eross as aloof, Armani-suited Anwar. ou the other hang.

presened i congenial image 1o the West, Foreign leaders found him
charming and personable, He was seen as the liberal face of the
Mal,
Western brand of democracy to Malaysia, United States and

ssian government, who would bring change and 1 more

European government heads chose to ignore the many contradiv-
lannie background.

tions i Anwars personaliy and his radical 1§
which made it questionable whether e would steer the naton

J direction favourdble o the West, far less prove to be a hetter leader
than Dr Mahathir. The deputy prime mimster and finance mimisters

chameleon-like practice of projecting himself as the person his sudi-

ence would like hin to be won him ardent followers amony peaple
as disparate as conservative anti-Western Malay Muslim youths and
the chiefs of the capitalist Wests jeonic Internatonal Monetary
Fund (IMEF) and World Bank. But tew among lis admirers thoughe
His intellect, good humour

o wonder who the real Anwar might be,
and pencliant for quoting & wide range of Astan and Western sages
and philosophers was sufficient to secure their devotion.

Besides, it was casy to dislike Dr Mahathir. He did not pander
to the interests of the West. On the contrary, he took on the muntle
of Teader of the developing countries, urging them to resst the blan-
dishments of foreign capitalists and their governments. OF course,
there wis 4 certain dichotomy here siace his government had ereated
amattractive mvestment climate which had promipted leading muli-
national corporations t set up manufacturing operations m
Malaysia. He had also personally approached Microsoft chairmin
Bill Gates and other new=cconomy entreprencurs on visits to the
United States and persuaded then ta give their support to his mno-
vative plan for a Multimedia Super Corridor, extending south from
Kuala Lumpur, which he envisioned as an information technology
test bed along the lines of California’ Silicon Valley: But it was his

anti-West character that was dominant as the ¢conomic crisis that
d South-

had begun with the collapse of Thailand's currency roc
Last Asta
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The year 1997 shauld have been trivmphant for 1Dy Mahatlir.
Malaysia was set to celebrate its 40th anniversary of independence
(on 31 Atgust) and play host to the annual mecting of foreign
ministers of the Assoctation of South-East Astan Nations (ASEAN).
30 years after v owas founded. The Malayvstan Prime Muister had

decided early in 1997 that with the Malaysian economy showing,

of growth at an annual rate

no signs of weakemng after o decad
of more than 8 per cent and the Natonal Front coalition w firn

political control. the tme was approaching when he could step
down and let Ius deputy. Anwar, take over. Dr Mahathir had also
set his mind on bringing all the nattons of South-East Asia into the
regional association so that the 30th birthday parry would be o cel
bration of the "ASEAN 107 He had been the driving force behind
the decision of Malaysia and its partners—Brunei, Laos, lndonesia,
Philippine
despite US and European apposition. and wis now keen o see

Singapore, Thatland, Vietam-—to include Burnia,

Cambodia join the ream

Amid preparations for the ASEAN mceting. Malaysia unveiled
anew logo of ten rice sheafs. Bur Hun Sen's blatant seizure of power
in Phiom Penh, renegimg on lis agreement to shate goveriment
with the clected Funcinpee party following the 1993 Cambodian

elections, made it impossible for ASEAN to observe its paliey of

non-interference in members” internal affiirs or o turn a blind eye
to the malefaenons of the leader of potential member number wen
Malaysia was prepared to welcome Cambodia at the forthcoming
foreign mimisters” meeting, but the Philippines and Thaland rased
objections which ended Dr Mahathirs expectation’ of opening an
ASEAN 10 conference.

The 19905 had been a period of relanve pohtical and ceonomic
stability throughout South-East Asia but suddenly the sitwation had
chinged. Not only was there the onser of conflict berween the joint
prime ministers m Cambodia, bur i 1997 there was a dramatic
plunge i Asian currencies and stock nuarkets. Dr Mahathirs frus-
tration over the forced depreciation of the ringgit and sudden end
to Malaysia’s decade-long cconomic boom prompted him to attick
currency traders as ‘international crooks” trying to undermme

Malaysia’s cconomy. He singled out US finincier George Soros,
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blaming him personally for the ringgits fall. Soros’ denial chat any
of the funds he administered had engaged in speculation against the
ringgit was supported by other market players, but Dr M\]n(lm

nevertheless compared him with drug traffickers and called hint a
morot, Dr Mahathir conceded thar his language was ‘intemperate’
but scemed overwhelmed by what he saw as the imjustice of specu-
lators being able to damige the economy which Malaysia had
successfully developed over the 40 years of ity mdependence. His
outhursts put the stock market into 4 steeper dive and further alien-

ated the US aduinistration

Despite this, 1r Mahachir maintained his rage. He made it clear
e would not allow himself ta suffer the perceived humliaton that
had befallen ndonesias President Suharto, The Indonesian leader had
been shown i a widely published photograph signing away inde-
pendent economic acoon 1 exchange for IME assistinee, s the
IMFs chief. Michel Camdessus, stood over him with folded arms—
like a headmaster watching a pupil mmphu 4 detention exercise.
Dy Mahathir referred to “sinister powers” who were using their

cconomic might to weaken developing countries. These neo-
colamialists wanted nations like Malaysia to "bow down and end up
being debrors to them'so they could dictate what Malaysians should
or should not do. He accused the West of 4 conspiiracy to bring
down governnients it South-East Asia. Tnterestingly. in October
2000, with Malaysias economy in good health again and his own
position sceure, he madified his stand. He conceded there was 'no

conspiracy” and that attacks against the East Asian etonomies w
pot orchestrated —more likely ‘rogue currency traders just saw an
opportumity o make a pile for themselves”. But in 1997 and 1998,
the fury of the frustrated Malaysian Prime Minister allowed for no

such reasonableness

During this period also he found himself mereasingly at odds
with the man he had selected to be his successor. Anwar and offi-
cials in his Finance Ministry and Bank Negara, the central Malaysian
bank. believed Malaysia would be beter off secking help from the
IMF and World Bank than going it alone. But their cconomic argu-
ments were ineffectual against Dr Mahathis’s deternunation o
preserve Malaysiay independence ofaction. Having lived under the
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brutal Japanese accupation of Malaysta and experienced discrinn-
nation as 4 young Malay doctor working i post-war British-ruled
Malaya, he has made 1t clear he reg
fererice as abhorrent, According to a Malaysian journalist present at
the time, he once told an audience of rural Malays: "Never trust a

wards any form of foreign inter-

white man.’

Anwar had also begun o position himselt as a champion of
change in ASEAN, to the annoyance of Dr Mahathie. T an article
written for Newstveck, Anwar said ASEAN miust ‘move from being
a largely reactive vrganisaton to being a proactive one’. He wrote
that it needed to intorvene before smumering problems erupted into
full-blown crises like the one thar was unfolding m Cambodia.
Anwar suggested it was time for ASEAN “to seriously consider the
idea of “constructive mterventon”. Such a new framework would
‘not violate the |[ASEAN] principle of non-interference in the
internal affairs of another state”, But it seemed to promise just that
by going significanitly beyond the existing and ineffective ASEAN
poli

The kind of change envisioned by Anwar was anathema to Dr

of "constructive engagement’.

Mahathir. In aninterview with Bernama, the national news agency.,
EAN Ministerial Meeting in Kuala
Lumpur, Dr Mahathir defended che group’s palicy af constricnve

on the eve of the 3tth AS

engagement and said it had produced “tremendous resulis’. In his
opening speech at the meeting on 24 July 1997 he sard 1w was
‘regrettable’ that Cambodia’s entry had been blocked, inferring his
ASEAN partners had buckled to Western pressure. ])ulnlng that
ASEAN must resist and reject such .v(luuph at coercion. he sad
they were not part of the ASEAN way™.

The ASEAN meeting, which was Inllnvud by the usual discussions

between the group and its dulogue parmers, which mclude the
United States, Russia, China, Japan and the European Community,
highlighted the growing ammmosity between Dy Mahathir and the
US Government. Dr Mahathir angered the Americans by attacking
Soros directly i the Bernama meerview and indirectly in his
ASEAN speech. He said “rogme speculators™a term he had previ-
ously applicd to Soros—whont e also desertbed as anarchists and

INTRODEC TN 5



brigands. wanted to destroy weak countries and force them o
“subimut to the dictatorship of internatonal mampulators”

The US Government leapt to Soross defence. Speaking on
‘currency fluctiations” at the ASEAN Post-Ministerial Conlerence,
where the dialogue partners had their say, Stuart E. Eizenstat, US
Under Secretry of State for Econonic, Business and Agricultural
Affairs. disputed 191 Mahathirs thesis, He said experience suggested
that marker movements were ‘not dominated by a small number of
currency speculators”. let alone one person who happened to be o
US citizen. Eizenstat also responded to another Mahathir contennon
thit the United Nations Declaration on Human Righrs was
outdated stnee 1t did not represent the views of the developing
nations and should be reviewed. Asked to comment on the
Malaysian Prime Minster’s stand, Eizenstat said at was ‘remarkable’
that anyone would want 1o “dilute’ the UN declaranon. This was
ans but by most

seen as aslight to Dr Mahathir not only by Malay
of the other ASEAN foreign ministers at the press conference: who
presented @ vnited front in supporting the Malaysian leader.
Eizenstats perceived affront was returned when the Malaysian
Foreign' Mimister, Abdullali Badawi, closed the press conterence
without allowing him o reply to an attack on the United States
by China’s Vice-Preniier and Foreigy Minster. Quan Qichen, leaving
the American clearly fruseraced.

It was the most dramatic and out-of=character ending to an
ASEAN meeting in the group’s history: In the pas
that threatened to mar press conferences were cloaked with a deter-

any differences

mined cordiality. This time the Americans were left smarting.
Secretary of State Madeline Albright. who two years later was the
most vigorously vocal senior US critic of Malaysia over the jailing
of Anwar, took a swing at Dr Mahathir on her way hame from the
ASEAN mieeting through Singapore: Ms Albright, who angered her
Malaysian hosts with a strong attack on ASEAN member Burina,

described the Malaysian leader as “a case of his own', while praising
Senior Mimister Lee Kuan Yew, Singapore’s former prime mmnster,

for having the ‘most modern and most strategic vision” she had

encountered for i long time.
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Singapore’s governnient has ensured an opposition eanmot thrive,
curtailed the frecdom ot a former politiciun, Chia Thye Poh. through
imprisonment or 4 form of house arrest Tor more than 30 years,
and displeased Washington by allowing the caning of a US teenage;
for vandalism, Yet despiee the fact thar Lee has made clear bis disre-
gard for free-wheeling Western democracy; he s admired within
the LS he explan-
ation lies in the fact that-while the Singapore leader may have been

admimistration while Dr Mahathir s reviled

an authoritarian prinie mmster. e Wik i most imstnees o staunch
supporter of the United States on defence issues and an advocate
of a US military presence i Asia, Dr Mahathir on the other hand
was publicly suspiciouns of Washington's inentions in the region
Addinonally, Simgapore provided the United Staes with a Togistics”
presence in Singapore after 1t was ejected from s hase in the

Philippines, The United States was also more at case with o country
that had close ves with Israel than one Ted by Muslims who
supported the Palestinian cause. Singapore had turied o Lsrael for
help i creating 2 defence force after ts separation frony Malaysia
in 1967, Malaysia did not recognise lsmel.

Towardk the cnd of 1997, Maliysia-US relions worsened signits
§82 billion

the Malaysian oil corportion 'etronas,

icantly. Malaysia was infuriated by US efforts to halea U
gas project i fran mvolvim,
French petroleum company Total and Russiay Gazprom. Washington
warned that Malaysia could face reprisals under the 1990 Tran=Libyia

Sanctions Act, which sought to penalise non-US companies investing

more thatr US40 million m the ol and gas seetars of Tran or Libya,
The Malay
by a move by Congressiman Robert Wexler o have the US Haouse

sian Government and its supporters were also angered

of Representatives approve a resolution calling on Dy Mahathir to
resign or apologise over alleged anti-US and anti=-Semite remarks.
This related to Dr Mahathir’s suggestion that a_Jewish conspiracy

was behind the regional finanenal turmoil and subsequent explang
tion that he was only drawing attention to the coincidence that two
of the nations uffected—Indonesia and Malaysia—had mainly
Muslim populations while, Sotos. the man he blamed for the crisis
was Jewish
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Members of the vouth wing of the United Malays. National
Organisation (UMNO), the dominant government party headed by
Dr Mahathir. protested outside the US embassy against the Wexder
resalution and the threat of sanctions over the Petronas deal. The
cmbassy said it had received two telephone calls threatening harm
to US citizens and advised Americans in Malaysia to lmaintain @
high level of security awireness’. Dr Mahachir dismissed American
fears of violence, declaring, "It is only an expression of anger of the
people in Malaysia and that Malaysians were ‘not a violent people’.
But the rising anti-American sentiment prompted the outspoken
US ambassador, John Malott, to issue a statement complaining stren—
and calling for efforts to control

uously about the "America-bashing
“the ugly atmosphere”. He said he was cancerned about‘the growing
tendency to blame everything that is happening on foreigners,
usually Americans. or on the foreign press, usually American-
owned. Dr Mahathir brushed aside the American diplomat’s
complaint, declaring that Maliysians had a right to speak their minds
and express their feclings about issues.

Malott, who retired from government service in 1999, later
became a strong defender of Anwar. although the then deputy prime
minister had dutifully joined the chorus of criticism aganst the
United States and had also introduced a motion in parliament
expressing confidence in Dr Mahathir. In February 2001, when
ilment—having heen

Anwiar was in hospital for treatment of a bac
moved there from his jail cell in November—Malott wrote to the
Washington Post to express his concern about the former deputy

prime minister, whom he described as - political prisoner and *a
continuing nemesis of Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad™. He

1tion performed

asked whether one could be certain that any ope
in Malaysia was ‘risk-fiee’, putraging Malaysian doctors.

I the final months of 1997, the stress of events began o ©
their toll on D Mahathir. who is fenowned for his stamina despite
undergoing a multiple coronary by-pass operation in 1989,
He suffered a series of colds and looked tired and drawn i contrast
with his usual robust appearance. As a new year dawned, the pres-
sures on him intensified. Share prices and the ringgit continued to
fall in value. Differences over econoniic policy between the Prime
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Minister and s Finance Mimister became sharper. Interest rates
were a contentions assue, with De Mahathir thinking they should
be held down to protect businesses in contrast with the view of the
IMF and Auwar that they should be allowed to rise. Unusually, the
Prime Mmister became o trget of thinly veiled critcism at home
in the establishment media, as well as of harsh avacks abroad. Anwar
exuded confidence. When asked about the conflicting statements
on economic policy by him and Dr Mahathir, Anwar said he was

‘in charge’

But the beleaguered Prinie Minister was not about to give

war developments in January 1998 signalled his determin-

ground
sthority. One set the stage for the eventual

ation to assert his
removal of an editor who had written crincal articles about him,
The other was the creation of 4 National Economic Action Council.
headed by the Prime Minister as chairman, to help the government
deal with the growing ccononue erisis. Anwar appeared to have an
important voice in the council as deputy chairman, but the appoint-
ment of Daim Zamuddin as executive directar tilted control in
favour of Dr Mahathir. Daini. who has been Dr Mahathirs most
trusted calleague for at least twenty years, was already economic
adviser to the govermment and treasurer of UMNO. As Finance
Minister from 1984 to 1991, he introduced policies that helped
Malaysia recover from an carlier ceomanic downurn. 1r Mahathir

also publicly sought the help of a group of *veterins”. including the
former deputy prime minister and UMNO deputy president. Ghafar
Baba. to serve as a liaison group between the government and public
on the economic crisis. Ghatiar had resimied s depury president
rather than contest the 1993 UMNO clections agamst Anwar’s
money-fuelled compaign. He was a fierce foe of his successor.

In June, Daim'’s role was angmented when he was appointed as

Special Functions Minister, who would be ‘entrusted with the tasks

lopment”. Anwar saw himself bemg side-

related to cconomic dev
lined and his influence eroding and knew he necded to act hefore
he was cased out of office. The resignation of Indonesian President
Suharto under public pressure in May spurred him to draw parallels
between Indonesia and Malaysia and imply it was time for a change
in the Malaysian leadership. Apparently believing the wrbulent
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events in Indonesia provided iy with an opportunity to force Dr
Mabathirs varly retirement. he induced his protese, Zahid Hamidi.
UMNO Youth cliiet, to call for UMNO (o reject nepotisng, cronyisi
and corruption. the same three transgressions atrributed 1o the

Suharto regime by Indonesian students in their street demonstrations.

Zahids rallving cry caused a stir hut no immiediate groundswell
of support to oust Dr Mahathir. A veteran of many party battles.
the Prime Minister, who was also UMNO president. nioved quickly
to outsniart his depury by releasing lists of hundreds of“cronies” who
had benefited frony the party’s policy of providing business oppor-
tunities for Malays They included members of Anwar’s family, who
had acquired substantial holdings in a number of leading corpora-
tions, Anwar tried to save himself by sacrificing Tis pawn, Zahid.
But 1Dr Mahathir was not about tolet Anwar retain the positions
of deputy prime minister or UMNO deputy president frons where
he might stage another attempt to seize power. His sword fell swiftly
ambitious crown prince. On 2 September Dr Mahathir

on his over
sacked Anwar. who was subsequently arrested, tricd on charges of
corruption and sodomy, and jailed.

Anwar was o vierm of the ruthless machinatons of Malaysian
polities, but he had plinned to be the victor. In these circumstances,
the Wests demonisation of Mahathir and canonisation of Anwar
did not accurately reflect the situation. But while Dr Mahathir
may have believed his mereiless removal of Anwar justified. 1t
proved to be 4 blunder of Malaysu-shaking proporoions, dividing

the nation, turning Malay against Malay and providing new inpetus
to an Islamie radicalism spreading throughout the country. This is
Dr Mahathir legacy.
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1| An ambitiot
Crown prince

t appeared o be a perfect unon, betore the

lu\[\ln\!\k‘ rupture and extraordinary events that

put one of the partners behind bars. The nation’s leader, 4 prag-
matic and respected visionary. had tiken under s wing

charismatic younger man with an outstanding mtellect and new-

generation approdch which. it was believed, would enable i to
meet the challenges of the furure while building on the gains of
the past. when the une came for him to succeed his mentor

Throughout Asia and the world, the parmership of the Malaysian
Prime Munister, Dr Mahathir Mohamad, and the Depury Prime

Minister, Anwar Ibrahim, was acclaimed as an example for less well
led countries in the region. It marked Malaysia as a polincally stable
nation with a settled hne of succession. Then, suddenty: in the muddle
of 1998, the situation: changed dramatically.

Given the disparate natures of the two men, it is perhaps
surprising that the relanonship listed as Tong as it did, flourishing
to the point of Dr Mahathir annointing Anwar as his heir. Both
men were rebels i thew early years, w

g dagainst the established
UMNO leadership. But they had little ¢lse m conmon. Morcover,

Anwar was an impatient leader-in-waiting, a scheming prince who

coveted the crown of the ruler while constantly proclaiming his
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Toyalty. Tn 1995, amid growing evidence that he was buildirig up

grassroots support for 4 move agamst the Prime Minister, Anwar

declared that he
nominated him as the next head of government. He said he looked
up to e Mahathir as his ‘leader and fadier” w s political struggl

wd never ad any problenss with the man who

Although he was an anti-establishment radical i hiy student
days, Anwar had had a cossered upbringing. He was no kampung

(village) boy. Born in Penang in 1947, he received his secondary

education at the Malay College Kuala Kangsar, an elite school, which
has produced many government and business leaders. 1 his book
The Asian Renaissance. a compilation of his speeches and articles, he
recalled how as a child he ‘read with enthustasm Astan istory and
literature, autobiographies and the Books of Mencius from asmall
collection of [his] facher’s . . wking coprouy notes m the process’.
He wrote: "Exposure to the English public school tradition at the
Malay College Kuala Kangsar 1o the 1960s enabled me to gain famil-
warity with the English Linguage, ity literature and the thoughts of
its great writers” Anwar graduated from the University of Malaya
[

1 1971 with a Bachelor of Arts honours in Malay studies.

In his university days Anwar rose to national prominence as a
student activist and an eloguent speaker on social, economic and
political issues. decrying rural poverty and corruption and advo-
cating wealth redistribution. Known as Pak Sheikh, he attracted a

devoted band of followers, who saw hum as the standard bearer for

Maliy nationalism and Klmic fundamentalism. In 1972, Anwar
tounded the Islamic Youth Movement of Malaysia—known by its
Malaysian acronyim as Abim—and became its first president. Abim,
whose inaugural members included Fadzil Noor. the former presi-

dent of Parti Islam se-Malaysia (PAS), the largest opposition party
and other dedicated Islamists, was launched with the stated amm of
promoting Islany as 4 way ol life and extending spiritual and ma-
terial support to needy Malay Muslims, But Abim's dakwah, or
nussionary role, was subordinated to a politically driven programme
of anti-government activisni spearheaded by s leader, Anwar, This
led ro his detention in 1974 under the Iuternal Security Act for organ-
isimg anti-government student demonstrations i support of poor
farmers. Fadzil Noor assumed the position of acting president of
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Abim until Anwar release i 1976, when e again became head
of the bodv.

Abim showed an increasing political bias towards PAS and
supported it i the 1978 election atier the fundamentalist party had
ended an alliance with UMNO. Fadzil and other Abim leaders
became leading PAS party members and Anwar was expected to
join them: But in a move that shocked his Abim colleagues, Anwar
accepted an mwitation from D Mahathir ro join UMNO m 1982,
In that y
seat in Penang state

ar'’s election hie svon the Permatang Pauh parliamentary

Interviewed before the 1999 general election at PAS headquarters
in Alor Star, Kedah
heart bypass surgery, told me that, before Anwar's surprising embrace
of UMNO, it wan believed that he would join PAS. Although they
1982 Fadzil and Anwar “had
contact, but were not very close”. That is not surprising. One could

dzil, who died i June 2002 after undergomy,

had worked as a team in Abim. after

not imagime Fadzil abandoning his Islamic radicalism and donning
designer-label clothing or hobnobbing with the rich and famous
of the world in the manner of his one-time friend. Mis usual yarb
was the gown and white skulleap that he and his associates wore to
affirm their role as religious leaders. But if he felt any bitterness
over Anwar’s choice of UMNO over PAS, Fadzil put it behimnd hin
in 1998 and joined other opposition leaders in supporting the claim
of his juiled former Abun partner that he was framed and calling
for his release. In the mterview, Fadzil. 63, affirmed PASY backing
for the apposition parti

stated plan to make Anwar prime minister
if it won the election. Gazing steadily at me through steel-rimmed
glasses set above a white mustache and goatee, with his white
skulleap resting on the tble in front of hin, Fadzil declared:*Anwar
will become prinie minister after we have seuded all the legal
requirements for his release” At the time 1 found it hard w believe
that Fadzil would ever abdicate the leadership that would be his by
virtue of PAS standing as the Lirgest opposition party in favour of
the man whom some of lus Abim comrades believe betrayed them
and PAS by dealing with the devil. The ideological distance between
PAS and UMNO is underscored by their respective headquarters
in Alor Star. My interview with Fadzil was in a small sparsely
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turmshed room, three hghts up a4 parrow wooduen starway i an

before

old, shabby building. Visitors leave their shoes at o linding
mounting the last section: of statrs, which is carpeted. The Kedah
office of UMNQO is in a shiry, modern building, where clevators
whisk visitors to 4 meeting room and nobady remaves their shoes,

Anwar’s defection to the enemy was especially sartling o his
Abim associates because Dr Mahathir was Minister of Education at
the height of the “campus revolution” i 1974, pitted against his
ounger man was removed fram the seene
But r Mahathir
recognised the student activists potential as a future political leader

future protégé until the
of battle o spend two y

s as an ISA- detaine

with a strong base of loyalists, and successfully steered him into
UMNQOL His suceess in persuading the radical young rebel to join

UMNO 1982 and run for pardiament just two weeks before his first

general election ay Prime Minister was seen as a major polineal

stroke.

Anwar rose rapidly in UMNO and in the government with Dy
Mahathir’s patronage. He underwent o remarkable transformation
from scruffily dressed. anti-government terror to meticulously
groomed, immaculately attired establishment figure with a powertul
political base at honie and friends i high places abroad. He was
elected president of UMNO Youth, the party's youth wing in 1982,
the same year i which he joined the party and was elecred a
member of Pardiament. Dr Mahathir immediately brought Anwar
o government as ¢ deputy minister i the Prime Minister’s
Department. He was subsequently appointed Minister of Culture,
Youth and Sports i 1983, and Minister of Agriculture in 1984, and
then given the prestigious education portfolio i 1986 In 1991, he
replaced Daim Zainuddin as Minister of Finance. In 1993, he steam-
rollered his way to the position of UMNO deputy president having
garnered enough support from UMNO divisions to ensure his elec-
tion at that year’s party clections but winning unopposed wheun the
incumbent, Ghatar Baba, withdrew.

1r Mahathir had wanted Ghafar to remain as Deputy Prime
Minister and UMNO deputy president and had made this clear to
those around him. Anwar seemed to go along with his leader,
denying he had any designs on the number two post. But he and
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his supporters worked assiduously at the grissroots to set m motion
an unstoppable wave of support for his candidacy as deputy presi-
dent, spending money freely to win the divisional nominations that
destroyed any chance Ghatar had of retunimg the post. Anwar also
formed a “Vision Team™ of senior party fi
his power bid, despite Dr Mahathies staced opposition to the estab-
lishment of teams. After Amwary defeat of Ghafar, Dy Mahathir
named him Deputy Prime Minister in accordance with party tradi-

ures o add strength to

tion, which allots the tap two governnient positions to the UMNO

president and deputy president. Anwar’s aggressive push for power,

however, hud muade him many enemies, who would later work
actively against him or support the Prime Minister despite their
misgivings about the polincal fallour from his sackmg.

Many Malaysians inte;
of Anwar [brahim—which had become even more pronounced atier
he was made g deputy mnister in the Prime Minsters Department—
as evidence of a self=serving expediency. The new Anwar was

preted the striking change in the persona

viewed with suspicion by those Chinese who had regarded his Malay
Muslim radicalism as a threat to racial harmony. He was also
distrusted by mtellectuals and members of the busimess community,
who remembered him as the leader of Malay Musling students who
smashed English signs at the University of Malaya, and as the Islunist
who had close links with leaders of the world’s most conservative
Iskamic countries. Anwar worked hard to counter the doubters. His
speeches began w explore multicultural themes and include quota-

tions from Confucins and other Chinese philosophers. They also

took on a regranal flavour and featured Indian scholars and
Philippme revolutionary heraes such s Jose Rizal. He cultivated
the media and eventually gained control of two newspapers and o

television station through loyalists in editorial and managenient posi-
tions. One columnist—not a loyalist—wrate that Anwar had joined
UMNO to change the system from within bur that instead the
systemt had chinged Anwar,

A core of Anwar supporters was soon surrounded by people
working to make him UMNO president and prime minister, A team
killed in Westeru=style public relations techimigues set about making
him an imrernaionally known and admired figure. projecting,
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through their contacts with foreign correspandents and editors. the
image of a progressive, globally concerned mnrellectual, who was
moderate Musling with liberal views about the media free specch and

- The smoothly presented assertions of the image-makers,

demacracy

unnhxmd with Anwar’s speeches and articles, led to him bemg
acclaimied in regional publications as an Asian Renaissance: Man,
marked him

whose broad sweep of kriowledgze, mrerests and beliefs
as the role model for regional leaders in the 215t eentury. This
glowing picture was reinforced by the utle of Anwary hook, e
Asian Renaissance, as well as its contents. Published in 1995 two years
before the shattering events that ended his political career, the book
ranging
discussion of such topics as democracy and civil society, justice and

evokes the intellectual breadth of the author s wide

Taw, ethics and economics, Islun in South-East Asia, and the Asta
of the future. Anwar ensured the thaughts expressed would be
unambiguously identified with him by stating in the preface:“The
ideas in this hook are the product of personal reflections on events,
writings and encounters with personalities”

Yer the hook. which is laaded with references to philosophers
and sociologists trom Fast and West, as well as pocts and writers
from W’dlluu Shakespeare to Rabindranath Tagor, and offers nine

pages of *Select Bibliography'. reads mare like the thesis of anenthu-
siastic college student eager to- demonstrate his erudition: than a
considered analysis of regional issues. This is not to nmpugt Anwar’s
intellect. He has one of the most impressive minds of any leader to
emerge i Asiain the past 50 years. He s mrelligent, charming,
witty and an exciting speaker. Watching him mesmerise an audi-
ence of UMNO members with his oratorical skills ahead of the
1 of Sukarno, the first president

1993 party election, I was remind
of Indonesia; whom [ saw i action many times. Five years later, on
the eve of Anwar’s arrest, as 1 stood among the 40 000 people gath-
ak at the National Mosque in Kuala Lumpur

ered to hear him sp
and noted his ability to str emotions with fiery rhetoric, I wondered
it he, like the charismatic Sukarno, was prepared to use demagoguery
to achieve a political end. Sukarno, too, was versed in the literature
of East and West and sprinkled his speeches with quotations from
philosophers and writers, He filled the palace in Jakarta with areworks,
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mostly from Javy and Bali and liked to say that he had an artisae
vein inherited from hus Balinese mother. Sukarno, i his way, was
the Renatssance man of s time, But Sukarno never had a need to
promote himself. He fhad been a key figure in the revolution that
wrested the islands called the Netherlands East Indies from the
Dutch, Other revolutionaries niay have been braver or bolder but
he had the aura of 4 leader and so became one. He was vain, egotis-
tical and boasted to mie about his seduction of women. He also

quashed denocracy in Indonesia, But he was simply Stkarno.

Anwar has often seemed more concerned with ereating o multi-

faceted personality with wide appeal than with being siiply Anwar,
In an article co-written with a representative of the Japanese news-
paper Mainichi Daily News some moriths after he had sicked Anwar,
Dr Mahathir said that his deputy was “a populist” and that he liked
- Dr Mahathir stated: “He
is espectally liked by his US comterparts because he always agrees

to be praised.‘especially by forcign VIPS

with them T am afiaid 1 like to speak my mind and some of my
views are not popular with' forcigners, This i something that |
cannot help!

Dr Mahathir has certamly shown himself to be constant in his
nt emotionall

beliefs and more transpar He can be politically

devious and behind s benign smile e may well be plotting your
downfall. But he has held doggedly to his political beliefs i the
face of fierce crincism and his own expulsion from UMNO,
He scolds Malays mercilessly for their failure to do as well as Chinese
and Malaysians

in examinations but he also proclams that they
generally—can achieve any goal they ser themselves. When he
suffered a heart attack i 1989 and s doctors said he would have
to undergo open heart surgery, he turned down Singapore Prime
Minster Lee Kian Yew's recommiendation to use Vietor Chang, the
renowned Australian heart surgeon. He wanted local doctors. When
Anw.

a hospital in November 2000, suffering severe back p

r, the ultra-nationalist, was transferred fram his prison cell to

in cavsed by

a dise problem, s family sought permission for him to be flown
to Germany for an operation. Anwar may have believed that only
foreign surgery could help him, or he iy have seen an opportunity
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m an overseas trip to delay his return to prison. but either way he
lefi hinsel§ open to Taving his nadonalism questoned.

Who s the real Anwar?” is 0 question that Tis been asked
numiber of times by Malaysian journalists exploring the characrer
of the formier deputy prime minister. Withnn days of s sacking he
had reverted o the fervent radicalism and street polities of his
student days. becoming again Pak Sheik in proletarian pants and
short-sleeved shirt. The comples nuture of Anwar is reflected i his
writing. The idealistc characrerisation of the renassance: of Asia
contrasts starkly with the grubby maney politics off UMNO, in
which e was 2 willing participant. The Asian renansance, he wrote
in his ook, entails the growth, development and flowering of Astan
sovicties based on a certain vision of perfection: sociceties imbued
with truth and the love of learning. justice and compassion. mutual
respect and forbesrance. and freedont with responsibulity”

Anwar says his goal has always been the reformation of Malaysin

society, which would see the climmnauen of cronyism, corruption
and myustice and make life generally beerer for Malaystans. He argues
that he wag destroyed because he wanted to change the systen. But
UMNO contemporaries are sceptical about whether as leader
Anwar would have done anything to weaken the party machinery
Even
some of his supporters are of a sumilar mind, Rustam Sani, an aca-

and government procedures that huttressed his new authorie

demic who turned to opposition politics atter Anwar’s sucking,
conceded to me that the system would have remained intact and
¢ had suceeeded Dr Mahathir as planned

unchallenged if Anw
He deseribed Anwar’s sacking as o blessing in disguise becanse it
promped him to go o the offensive and become a catalyst for
change. Forced to become a rehel dgain, Anwar gave voice to public
grievances, which have become national issues and provided the
opposition with a vote-winmng platforny.

But Anwar enjoyed the fruits of government office for sixtecn
years—a long time o allow the evils of the establishment to flourish
without objection il he believed they should be abolished. In thit
sense he 1s no different from other UMNO leaders who talk about
the need for change but do not rock the boat for fear of falling
or being pushed—overboard. His fimily. fike the relatives of other
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UMNO officials, acquired significant wealth through the allocation
of shares to bumiputras (indigenous Maliysians) and privatisation
projects favauring Malays. These privileges accorded Malays through
the New Economic Plan created i new bunuputea middle-class and
a score of multimiillionaires but did litde for the poor in rural areas,
for whom Anwar had fought as a student tirebrand.

The complex nature of Anwar is also evident 1 his book. There
he presents himselfas a reasonable man taking an even-handed pos-
ition on East=West issues. In his chapter *‘Symbiosis Between' Fast
and West'. he criticises the condescension of Westerners in casti-
gating Asian countries for being sluggish meffecting socenal
reforms. But their “cultural arrogance’ should “not detriet from the
fact that Asians themselves are guilty of many of the transgressions
with which the West has chirged theny™ In the chaprer "Democtacy
And Civil Sociery”, he declares that “power personalised 1s power
plundered from the people’. e goes on to say: ‘Democracy is not

a luxury that Asians canmot afford. as some would have s believe.
On the contrary. it 15 a basic necessiey for responsible and cthieal

governance. Statements of this kind, which are not heard from the
outspokenly anti-Western Dr Mahathir, have endeared Anwar o
some Western leaders, But lie qualifies s praise of democracy with
a countering tilt to Asian values. writing that the fact that Asian
countries were i different stages of cconome developmuent suggests
that each country will ‘negotiate its way to democracy and civil

society at its own pace”. The Asun vision of civil socicery departs
‘in a fundamental respect from thar articalated: by some Western
thinkers’, and Asia will shape ats cival society m s own direction’,
inon. I The

The contradicnions evident i Anwar extend to rel

Asian Repaissance, he champions the ‘middle path’ for South-East
Asian Muslings, saying this moderaton leads o pragmatic approach
in soctal, cconomie and polincal life. He argues for “reason and
common sense’, aserting that ‘the proponents of the imposition of
Muslim laws or the éstablishment of an Islimic state are confined to

the periphery”. But the hudud laws, with their harsh medieval
punishments, and the Ishinue state are e the pladorm of PAS, the
fundamentalist party. which he was once expected 1o join and which
is now i ally of the Nanonal Justice Party. formed in his name and
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headed by his wafe, e Wan' Azizali Wan Tsmail. Unlike Dr Mahadr,
who wants ta reform the syariah courts, where the tmposition of
Islamic law diseriminates against women, Anwar has the support of
the ulama, Malaysia’s religious leaders. Dr Maliathir is berated by
ulama in mosques as an apostate. Anwar is the subject of prayers for
his release from jail. The ulama clearly believe Anwar is no
moderate, but an adherent of the stricter kind of Islam they preach
So do nmany women'’s groups,

Anwar's position on women’s rights was tested i 1997, In June
of that y
cuted three Malay Muslim' beauty: pageant contestants for dressing,

indecently. Newspapers carried phatographs of the voung women

ar Selangor state religions authorities arrested and prose-

being escorted fram the stage by Islamic officials as the results of
the competition were heing announced. They were subsequently
convicted and fined. The mncident provoked an outery from women'’s
groups, who vigorously defended the right of women' to choose
what they wore. The four leading organisations issued a4 statement
clingor religious authorities for subjecting the

condemning the
arrested trio to 'public humiliation’.
Anwar, who was acting Prinme Minister while Dr Mahathir was

overseas, was initially silent on’ the matter. Even after he was report-
edly prodded by the Prime Minister from abroad he avoided a direct
rebuke, merely calling on religious authorities to adopt a moderate
woand to be sensitive in matters
i

approach m implementng Islamic
affecting youth, culture and the arts, His remarks lad no apps
effect. A Selangor religious official warned women to cover up or

face prosecution. He listed swimsuits, low-cut blouses, high-shc skirts
and any body-hugging clothing as prohibited irems. Ishak Baharom,

al. said the arrest of the

the Selangor mufti, or head religious off
three women was justificd and i accordance with syariah law.
He said such actions were necessary to “combat the social ills
plaguing socicty’.

On his return from ov
cised the action of the Selangor religious authorities. He
sting religions rulings that

erseas, D Mahathir mimediacely criti-

alled on

all states to freeze the enforcement of
reflected “negatively” on Islam and refrain from implementing any
new rulings untl a study of the system was completed by the Prime
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Minister’s Departiment. e yecommended suite religions depart-
ments should focus their atention on “pressing problems’, such ay
drug addiction and AIDS. shak Balarons was also informed thar
his contract would not be renewed when it expired ar the end of
October. As a result. Dr Mahathir came under mrense fire in
mosques across Malaysia, the eleries preaching that all the problems
faced by Malaysia at the time—ranging from thick smoke haze from
fires in [ndonesta to g fall 1 the value of the ringgit— were due to
the failure of his government 1o ensure the strict implementation
of Tslamic laws. Ishuk Baharom wold 1 mosque praver gathering that
Dr Mahathir had suffered an crosion of his faith. in efieer calling
him an apostate,

Anwar’s implicit support for rig
in the depiction of the wearing of the tudung, the head-covering

d Muslim practices is alva seen

that leaves exposed only i woman’s checks. nose. mouth and eyes,
as an act of true Luth which separates the Anwar and Mahathir
camps. Siti Hasmah, Dr Mahathirs wite, who is a popular woman,
and his daughter Marina seldom wear o head scart and never the
dour tudung. Marina Mahathir is the model of 4 progressive Malay
Muslim woman, In a1 country where conservitive values have
obstructed discussion of anything related to sex, she has worked
vigorously to make people aware of the spreading scourge of HIV
in her role as chairman of the AIDS Council of Malaysia. ln the
column she writes for The Star newspaper she sirongly attacked
some religious cleries whom she accused of wanting women to be
‘at home having bubics endlessly and covered head to we', On the
other hand, Anwar’s wife Az
never appear i public with their heads bared. On no recorded oce
sion in recent vears has Azizah foregone the formal face-ericire ling
garment for simple scarf. Yot apart from her conservative appear—

ahvand their two teenage daughters

ance, she is a modern. accomplished woman who has practised as
an ophthalmologist, raised six children and won 4 seat in Parliament.

A Malays
gion to further his interests, While presenting himself as a moderate
to friends in the West, the former deputy prime minister capitalised
on his early history as an Islamic radical to win the support of
Muslini conservatives in his campaigh to unseat Dr Mahathir. His

an political analyst said he believed Anwar used reli-
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avolytes have long portrayed him as . eraditionalise, who wants ta
ke Malaysia more Islnic, and today he is wo young Mustin rebel

what Che Guevara wis to left-wing revolutionaries, He does

nothing to counter this image and scems o/ be seeking to use the

vise 0 Bslamie radicalism to his advant His image-makers were

g0 successful in portraying the fanily unit of” Anwar, Azizal and

their children as the epitome of lshimic piety that after his sicking

most clerics unhesitatingly gave their support ol against the
i whose faith they considered suspect. Azizah and the children
have adjusted less casily than Anwar to the change n their lifeseyle
Quiet. well-groomed and well-behaved. the children still bear the
hters of a member of the

stamp of the wood years ay sons and dang
Nierarchy, Azizah wears the new mantle of anti-establishment oppo
sition Teader uncamtortably. However, Amwar returned o i radical
roots as easily as he had fired dnto the ife of the powerful polit
ical ehte.

While Anwar’s seamless shift frony Pak Sheikh to Datuk Seri (an
honorary tte which he is sall given) showed that he was mare
opportunistic than idealistic, his aggressive efforts to reach the top
rnks of UMNO demonstrated another strong trait—ambition. This
was especially obvious i 1993 as he used his netwark of friends.
skill as an orator and large cash payments to win enough support
to secure the position of UMNO deputy president and replace
veteran leader Ghafar Baba as deputy prime nunister. For a man
who claimed the high ground on moral terms, Anwar was nat loath
to take advantage of the avarice of his fellow members of UMNO.
By the 19905 money politics was nife throughout UMNCO, from the
amallest branch and division up to the senior ranks of the party. and

Anwar used the payment and pacronage syseem to his advantage
Dr Mahathir repeatedly called on party members to root out

money politics, but to no avail. As campigning for party positions
intensified ahead of the 1996 elections, and i defiance of 4 supremie
counicil ban, he complamed that Kuala Lumpur hotels were full of
people giving out money for votes and threatened o expose the
offenders, Six low-ranking candidates were disqualified for vote-
buying and other corrupt practices in the lead-up to the elections
but UMNO officials with clean records said that Dy Mahathir
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needed to make an example of wop-ranking people before anything
would change

While Anwark followers—as witmessed by myselt and other jour-
nalists—swere handing out packets of money 1o acquire the support
of UMNO division leaders in his 1993 campaign againse Ghatar
Bab:
party by promising posions m the adininstration he would form
when he took over ron Dy Mahathir. These people imcluded his

Anwar himseli” was winning over wfluential people in the

Vision Team candidares for the three UMNO vice presidential
posts—Najib Tuin Razak. who had not previously been an Anwar
fan, Muhammad Muhanmmad Tl and Muhviddin Yassin Najib
was Defence Minister, and the ewo other vice presidential candi-
dates were the chiel ministers of Selingor and Johor respectively.
Anwar also backed Rabim Thamby Clik. Clivel Miniseer o
Malacca. for the post of UMNO Youth chief. But Anwar concealed
his ambitions far the UMNO post from Dr Mahathir angl the
middle of 993 In June, hefore leaving for a visit o China, Dr

Mahathir told reporters thae Anwar had decided not to compete
for the post of deputy president in the coming party elections. The
Prime Minister aho criticised people who “msisted on securing
nominations”.at the divisiondl level for Anwar for deputy president.
He said they were ‘not working for Anwar but he was wrong, They
were not only working for Anwar but under iy instructions. The
number of divisions giving their nominations tor deputy president
to Anwar snowballed rapidly. The groundswell of sapport for him
became an avalanche. By August. Dr Mahathir, ever the pragmatist.
had changed his stand. He declared hinselt neutral - the contest
for deputy president.

By October, o month betore the elections, Anwar had an unbeat-
able lead. With nominations i from 133 of UMNOS 163 divisions,
Anwar had 145 while Ghafar had only seven, (One division, from
Dr Mahathir' electorate i Kedaly, honoured his neutrality pledge.)
Since each divisional nomination was worth ten bonus votes, Anwar

had the election wrapped up. The 1800 delegates 1o the weneral

assembly would normally be expected 1o vore m accondatice with
the preference of their divisions but even it there had beer  leak

of sympathy votes to Ghafar, the bonus vores made it impossible
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for himt to defeat Anvar, On - 15 October, Ghatar resigned from the
government and announced that he would not detend Ins position
as deputy president of UMNO.

Anwars defeat of Ghafar was 4 watetshed i more sways than
one. It made Anwar the second most powerful nuan in thie country
but it alko established a group of enemics who would later provide
formidable support for Dr Mahathir when he was challenged by
his deputy. As well as Ghatar, these included Sanust Junid. the
Agriculture Minister, sho hecame an even niore biter foe when
e was dropped from cabinet by Dr Mahathir because of the bad
feeling berween him and Anwir. (Sanusi’s chargrin over his distmiseal
rassuaged by his appointment as Chicf Minister
of Kedah) Anather Ghatar supporter was Abdullih Badawi. the

from cabiner was lat

Foreign Minister, who later succeeded Anwar as deputy prime
minister and UMNO deputy president. Rafidah Aziz, the Mimister
of International Trade and Industry, had also been a Ghafar
supporter. In the afiermath of the 1993 clections, Rafidah and
n them. She

Anwar made no seeret of the growing enmity. bets

canie under serutiny when it was disclosed her son-in-law had
received a large allotment of company shares under the scheme
providing for a proportion of new issues to go to bumiputras.
Rafidalt, who was later cleared of wrongdoing, responded to her
critics by releasing in parliament a six-page document naming rela-
tives of other leading polincuns who had received similar allocations.
They included ¢ Mahathirs son Mirzan and Anwar’s brother
ki, Rafidah also said Anwar’s Finance Ministry had allocated
shares in sis blue-chip companies to unnamed recipients. Tn 1995
Anwar told journalists she was ‘unpopular e the party” and her
support was slipping. But Rafidali held her portfolio in the new

cabinet announced by Dr Mahathir following the April general
election

Following his rumphant progress w victory in 1993, Anwar
made no effore either to patch up his damaged relations with
followers of the vanquished camp or build on the ves he Tad estab-
lished with his Vision Team. As a result, when later he needed
friends in high places, he found he had none. Even before the
UMNO general assembly mer, the Vision Team, which was
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ponmyul i the press s toar men and Anwar ona kit or raft,

was looking shaky: A source close 1o de
about three weeks before the 1993 party elections, the word went

opients reported thar

out "the rakit s Broken™ It wis every man for himself, Or almost.
At the lase momene, Anwar put his polineal weight and fimancial
resources behind Vision Tean member Mubyiddin for vice presi-
dent. The Johor Chiet Minister, who had heen trailing other Vision
Team member Najib in nominavons for UMNO vice president,
won the lirgest number of votes. This meant that he was effectively
the third-ranking leader after the president and depury president
and would be in a strohg position to become Anwary deputy when,
as was expected. Anwar succeeded 1Dr Mahathir. Anwar had never
developed o comfortable velanonship with Najib, whose pedigree
as the sou of a tormer prime mimnster and member of the Malay
aristocracy set him apart fron the one-time anti-establishment rebel
They were cut from ditferent battk. Nagib was also too self=assured
to play a pliable sccondary role under Anwars leadership. Additionally,
if Najib held the key number three slot he could be 4 problem it

he chose not to support an Anwar push to oust Dr Mahathir. So Anwar
chose Muhyiddin as fus de facto deputy without even the pretense

of a plicatory gestire towards Najib. This was to prove 4 costly
oversight.

Anwar quickly distanced himsell from the other two Vision
Team members, Rahim and Muhammad Taib, when they had run-
ins with the law and did not make up with thein after they were
dleared of impropricty. Rahin’s alleged involverent with a 15-year-
old girl, which he has strenuously denied and never been charged
over, was first reported in Utisan: Malaysia. the UMNO-owned
newspaper, over which Anwar exerted a strong mfluence. Under
pressure from Anwar and his miedia friends. Rahim resigned from
his posts as party youth chief and Malacea chief minister and became
aresolute foe of his former Vision Team leader. But Anwar was a
man in a hurr; assuming the number two
POsts in government and UMNO, Anwar was planning to shoulder
aside Dr Mahathir with the same political machinery he hagd
used against Ghatar and ke over as party president and prime
minister. Addressing the UMNO general assembly i November

¢ Almost immiediately
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1994, Dr Mahathir gave aclear signal 1o Anwar that he was under
serutiny. recalling the treachery of Bratus aganst Julius Caesar.
Auwar declired his Tayalty to the president but ignored the call tor
hing to curb his ambiton

T 1995, amid growing signs of polucking ac divisional leve

by
his supporters, Anwar again denied having any designs on the pos-
itions held by his mentor. Dr Mahathir publicly fostered the charade
of u unified leadership while plotting counter-megsures with his
licurenants. Politicians worldwide are frequently economical with
the truth, but the UMNO hierarchy has always taken a delight in
Dieing as obscure as the story lines of the country’s wayang kult, or
shadow plays. Put simply, both Dr Mahathir and Anwar concedled
the truth about their relationship. D Mahathir plaved along with
Anwar’s protestations of loyalty, avoiding a showdowin that he might
Jose. He had not vet changed his thinking that Anwar should
suceeed him: he merely wanted to keep his deputy in check il
he was ready 1o step down. Anwar, for his part. did not want to
alienate the public by seeming to be an ungrareful protégé undl he
Tiad the UMNO vortes he needed and was ready to face down the
Prume Minister and demand his retirement. Anwar’s tean fed stories

to the foreign media which were mtended to show that Dr Mahiathir
was on the ropes.while imsisting thit the Deputy Prime Minister would
ot force his mentor from office. They suggested Dr Mahathir would
woon step dside so that hus depury could take over. The overseas
news reports caused Mohamed Rahmat, UMNO secretary-general,
iformanion Minister and staunch Mahathir supporter, to urge
Malaysians not to view the foreign media as an authority on
Mulaysian events, saving they made baseless allegations to credte
disunity in the country.

Anwar’s easy victory over Ghafar had made him overconfident
and s intentions were transparent. A senior UMNO official said
he believed Anwars tactic would be to secure nominations for his
election as party president from more than 100 divisions and then
invite D Mihathir to resign toavoid a destabilising contest. But
thinking he could sweep Dr Mahathir aside, Anwar surprisingly
underestimated his adversary’s prowess in the infighting of UMNO
polities, which he had demonstraced repeatedly over three decades.
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In the course of his efforts 1o seize the power that would eventually
have been handed to him, Ansvar showed 4 political navety thiat

arrest and

ot only kept hin fram his goal but Ted o his sacking,
fmprisonment

Dr Mahathir wis one move ahead of Answar i the political
manocuvring that tollowed. Firsg, he acted to placate senior party
officials who wanted him to ensure there would be 4 smooth tran-
sition of power rather than a struggle between contenders for the
top job as a result of hus sudden death or illness. At the 1995 UMNO
tire soon’, reatfirmed

general assenibly, Dr Mahathir siid he swould v
that Anwar was his natural successor and added that he hoped the
transition would “not brmg about disasirous repercussions to the
party’. Anwar, in his address to the youth and women’s wings of
UMNO. declared that his Toyalty to the president could not be gues

tioned and said that anyone who put him forward as 2 candidate
for the party leadership would be wasting their tme. Bur Dr
Mahathir and lis supporters were unconvineed of his fealty and
persuaded the general assembly to resolve that there should be no
contests i 1996 tor the positions of president dnd deputy presi-
dent. Anwar’s people had to go along with the resolution or appear
to be out of step with the natonal mrerest.

Rumours were soon spreading that the general assemblv deci-
sion was unconstitutional and Anwark challenge would go abead.
In April, Dr Mahathir and Tus supporters suce
UMNO supreme council ta pronounce that anyone planning to
run for a party post muost regaster as o candidate. 1¢ ruled thac only

eded 1 getting the

registered candidates could be nominated for election at the forth-
coming October general assembly. This meant that Anwar would
have to register as a candidate for president in order tor divisions
to give hin their nominations. But such an open move could back-
fire against hin since he had repeatedly denied any intention of
running against 1Dy Mahathir. Speculation then mounted that the
Anwar camp was plinning a blitz of division nommatons tor their
man to embuarrass 1Df Mahathir dand force his retirement. In May,
Mahathirs team, under UMNO secretary-general Mohamed
Rahmat, came up with a third counter-move. The supreme council
decreed that only Dr Mahathir could be nominated for president
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and only Anwar for deputy president. Anwar was now firmly
blocked from an assault on the presidency i 1996

Before this skirmishing was under way, Anwar’s supporters lad
srtempted o shiow thit Dr Mahatlnr was losing his contol of the
party, it blocked the appoinanient of Sanusi as Chict Minister of
Kedah. When the plan failed, Dr Mahathir ordered an mvesagation
o the circumstances and found evidence of 4 link o the Anwar
camp. Salamon Selamat. Anwars politieal secretary and chief actvist.

suddenly resigned from his position i what some politieal analysts

ww as a case of the retainer falling on his sword o absolve the
master from blame and retribution. (Two years Liwer e similar
tashion, Anwar would s ally, Zalnd Hamidi. whom
he persuaded to lead 4 new assault to seize the prize that he could

ifice anothe

not wait to be given) Anwar humbled himself with another subms-
sive pledge of lovalty 1o Dr Mahathir and, in a speech fronn his
political hase i Penang, called for party vy and an end tothe
politics of playing off one leader agaimse another—as if it were some
third party and not him who was behind the efforts o andermime
the Prime Minister. His speechs i which he pledged the state’s tall
support for the contmued leadership of Dr Mahathir, signalled his
recognition of his newly weakened position. 1t marked the end of
lis first putsch-—but with his abasement, which many of his

followers found acutely embarrassing, he lived to fight anather day:
For Anwar, seli-preservation was more important than loss of fice

Dy Mahathiradded salt to the Answar camp’s svounds by announcing
that he might seek a further term by standimg in the 1999 party
May 1996, hie had announced that Tengku Razaleigh

clection. In carly
Hamzah. who had mounted an unsuccessful challenge agiinst
Dr Mahathir in 1987, was returning to UMNO after nine years in
opposition as head of his small Semangat 46 party. This prompted
speculation that the former UMNO heavyweight might replice
Anwar as Dr Mahathir’s depury. In typical Mahathir fashion, the
Prime Minister used a press conference to air the speculation while
had been suggestions that he

ostensibly quashing it. He said there
wanted Tengku Razaleigh back in UMNO to balance Anwar’s
influence and ‘undermine and subvert” him. Dr Mahathir said he
wished o stare categorically that such suggestions were not true,
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He said his relationship with Anwar swas “very good”, i face, ie was
‘the best’
warning. I the Deputy Prime Minster behaved Timsel

But the Anwar canp saw the press conference as o clear

~he could
expect, eventially, to succeed Dr Malatnr: Otherwase, the Prime
Minister would ustall Tenghu Razale

h or someone else i his

heir. Having shown that he was the political master and Anwar 1
mere apprentice, Dr Mahathie apparently believed thar s deputy
had learned his lessan and there was noeason to pumsh hum tor his
impaticnce. He also thought 1t was important to create an appear-

ance of unity in the party and reasure semor ofticialy thae the

smooth transition he had promised would still ke phice. Besides,
he remairied convinced at that tme that A was the mose suit
able person to tike over the leadership

In many ways, 1996 was 4 trumphane year for Dr Mabathur
As he presided over UMNOX 30th anniversary: celebrations. the
economy was contmuing to show the strengeh that had produced
In November, Dy
Mahathir was automatically re-clected UMNO president and Anwar
had to be content with hiy res

a decade-long boom and optimism was hig

fintion as deputy president.
Mahathir’s Malaysia had the appearance of o nation: that swas both
politically and ccononically stble. Nevertheless. the 1990 UMNO
election results swere o warning to the Mabdhie Tovahises that while
Anwar had been defeated e his first challenge o the Prome
Minister, he was building @ power base m preparation tor o Lier
assault on the presidency. They could take comfort fron the face
that Abdullah Badawi liad regamed one of the three vice pres
dential pasts by getting more votes than Muthyiddin Yassin. hut the
Anwar camp more than made up for this serback by placing their
people as heads of UMNO Youeh and Wanita UMNO, the women's
wing of the party. The defeat of Rafidah Aziz by Sin Zahara
Sulaiman in 1 bitterly fought battle shocked Dr Maliathie supporters.
but the more significant result. because of the events that would
follow, was the election of Zalid Hamidi,as chiet of the youth wing
of UMNO.

The stage was set for the nextclish between the aging ruler and
the young preterider to lus throne. Thew first cngagement was more
like a game of chess than o baule for power, with o disply of open
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hostility by either side, The second suipped away the faigade of
fricndliness.
asavage struggle. which racked Malaysins emotionally, shattering
their complacency and leaving them fractared and uncertin of their

Xposing 4 raw animosity between the two men. 1 was

destiny.

30 THE STNPHIE EGey




2 Battle lines
drawn

he finanenal erms that began in Thatland in

1997 s spread throughout South-FEast Asia
provided Anwar with the opportunity for 1 new attempt to unseit
Dr Mahathir and become the nation’s leader. Ac the beginning of
the year he acted the dutful number two. But he continued o
expand his power hase. using his Islamic credennals o establish o
core of supporters whose religious conservatisin was closer to PAS
than the pragmatic D Mabhachir and his followers, Nuzri Aziz, o
UMNO supreme council mentber ind former Anwar supporeer
who was now m the Mahathir camp, said he was concerned that
those who were using Islam s their platforin were also trying o
‘undermine their opponents s being less [, The chief propo

nents of the new Ishamism were the nan and woman he had
successfully placed as heads of UMNO Youth and Wanita UMNO,
UMNO youth chiet Zahid Hamidi was the most vocal champion
of the conservative Islamic cause, Rejecting crineism that he and
others were using religion to win followers for their faction. he said
the emphasis on religion was the wish of members of the party
who had “chosen leaders whom they belioved had the [correct]
Islamic background”. Anwar among them, presumably.
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As the year progressed, Anwar began. i statements and specches,
to underline differences between him and Dy Mahathir, with the
apparent mtention of presenting himsellas the best person o lead
Malaysia in a changing world demandig new ideas and policies
I an wrerview with Newsweck m August he said people of his
generation “would like to see greater liberty, access to literatare and

knowle an obsession about

less censorship™. They did not have
the meed for order gnd political stbility”. Anwar paid teibute to
Dr Mahathir while emphasising the gap berween them. Referring
to the Prame Ministers criticism of the West, he sad:*[ts not actu
Ally mew but the manmer and style of how he pus it provokes debate.
I'hat is his strength. If you speak ma nice coneiliatory manner like
Udo e Fhe Asiap Rengissanee, 1t doesnt provoke that niuchy of w
debate. When he does this mosuch o provocative and combative
style, then immediarel

¢ people listen” The remarks could be seen

as 4 humorous, approving appraisal of his mentor, but wichin months
Anwar would be seting in moton a major effort to undermine
Dr Malathir’s standing did force i to step aside.

I the same interview, he expanded on the point he had made
wieek o month before that ASEAN
must ‘move from heing a largely reactive organisation ta- being a
proactive one'. He said it was unfortunate thar some people

inan article written for Ni

suggested his position i the article was consistent with the US
view and insisted he was advancing it as an ASEAN position, as
ASEAN leadership™ adding: Teis horrifying to learn that every time
you talk about justice and order and civil society and democracy
you have to be articulating on other people’s behalf, Why can't
notions like justice and liberty and humanitarian concern be an
ASEAN position?

He failed to elicit a sympathic response from Dr Mahathir who,

speaking ahead of the organisation’s ministerial meeting, rejected
the notion of wmore proactive ASEAN, However, in the early part

1997, Dr Mahathir was preoceupied with other matters. such as
promoting the Multimedia Super Corridor (MSC) and preparing

to host hoth the ASEAN foreign ministers” mecting and the heads

of

wernment sunumit. In-particular, Dr Mahathir wanted 1997,
the 3th year of the ory

nisaton’s ¢

istence, to be the year i which
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it becanmie the ASEAN 100 mcluding all the governments of the
region

With the UMNO elections out of the way and 4 natonal poll
not due tor another twao years, Dr Mahathir decided it was a suit-
able ome to tke o two-month break overseas, “do some writing

and talk o foreign leaders and corporate figures about the MSC
Dr Mahathir was so confident of his support in UMNO and
Anwar’s acceptance of the status quo that when he headed over-
seas on 19 May: hedeft Tis deputy in charge as acting Prime Minister.
It was the first time the Deputy Prume Minister had been given
this tidde i Dr Mahathins absence abroad. Asked at a press confer—

tar this we

ence ten days before he le to test whether Anwar was
capable of succeeding hum, Dr Mahathir replied jokingly: “Yes, he
has to sit for an examination. When T vome backo | will make him
Then

sit down and answer questions, T will then mark the paper.
i he saud Anwar had hisfall cuse’. A lietde more

in more serious v
than a year lacer, Dr

Mahathir had radically changed lus opimon of
his deputy.

The two months in which Dr Mahathir was away passed quictly
in Malaysia apart from the Sclangor state beauty pageant incident
over which Anwar kept o low profile. But it was a time that saw
e, While the Prime
Minister was overseas, Thaland's babe plunged in valoe as imvestors

the beginning o the end of Malaysia’s hoowm y

lost confidence i the country’s cconomy. The currencies of s
neighbours also dived, share prices eIl i concert and the region
was thrown into economic turmoil.

The period in 1997 leading up to the collipse of regional
currencies and stock markets proved to have been the cconomic
zenith of Mahathir’s Malaysia, For many Malaystan tycoons, it was
the peak of their prosperity. I May., the Nowe Straits Times listed
eleven Malaysian owners of corporate jets. whose high-flying
lifestyles pointed up the wealth generated (at least at the top) by a
decade of economic expansion. They included Tijudin Ramli,
chairman and controlling sharcholder of Malaysia Anlines (MAS);
Halim Saad, chict of the Renong Group: Tuig Pek Khiing, chairman
of Ekran Berhad: Ananda Krishnan, the man who gave Malaysia the
Vineent Tan, head

world tallest buildings and irs satcllite capabilir
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of the Berjaya Group: and Daim Zainuddin, govermment cconamie
adviser, tormer Guance mimister and one of Malaysiak richest busi

nessien. They were all kingpins of Malivsi neoand good friends
of Dr Mahathir. With other leading business figures. they embodied
4 controversial costness between asegment of the corporate sector
and the government. This relationship. as well as questions about

some Malaysian: business practices and the nation’s spending on
multibillion Finget Mes-projects’s were among reasons given by
foreign fund managers for their withdrawal from Malaysta as the
ad across South-East Asia

ccononiic shock waves spr

The regional ceonomic crists brought many of the jet fliers down
to earth. Ting was one of the tirst of the top tyeoons to sutter from
the sudden change in the financial cimate. His company. Ekran,
liad been chosen as developer ot the controversial Bakun dam

vak state on Borneo shind. The

hydro-electric project in Sa
schenie involved flooding an area the size of Singapore and living
the world's longest undersea power cables across the South China
Seu from Bornea to Peninsular Malaysia. 1ealso called for the
destruction of 69 000 hectares of forest and the displacement of
about 10000 members of indigenous tribes, The project was
attacked by environmentalises for s devastating impact on these
people and the local flor and fama. 1 was also questioned by power
generation experts on the grounds of cost and practicality. In June
1996, the High Court upheld a suit by people from the area that
it contravened cnvirotmental laws, but the ruling was quashed by
the Appeal Court. In late 1997, Ekran terminated a contract with
4 consortium led by Swiss-based Asea Brown Boveri and the
Finance Ministry ook over the project. paving Tings company «
multimillion ringgit package in compensation. But with the
ceonomic outlook Tooking grim. the Bakun dam scheme was
temporarily shelved.

Twjudin and Halim were both close to Daim, o lawyer who
became a successtul businessman and established himself as Dr

Mahathir’s most truseed adviser. In 1979, Daim took the position

of chairman of Peremba. a company he helped set up to manage

b assers of the Urban Deve

the property and commere oprent

Authority. The stalt he hued for Pereniba and a number of other
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young Malaysians whom be befriended became known as *Daim's
boys™. Virtaally all of them eventually carned the right to be called
tycoons, and provided Malays role models in their bid to match
Chinese corporate wealth. Among them was Wan Azini Hamzah,
rof Peremba, Wan Azmi
went on to became chairman of Land and General, a leading div

whom Dait appomnted general mana

sified corporation. Twa other top recruits were Falim Saad and
Samsudin Abu Hassan. Samsudin escaped the financal bruising of
the economic crisis by serendipirously falling out with influential
members of the establishment and tiking oft to South Africa, where
he made large and profitable investments. Tyjudin did not work for
Peremba but neverdheless became part of the Daimi cirele,

Halim' Saad builr up Renong,

diversified group aind Tagship
of Malaysia Inc.. from o core of companies formerly owned by
UMNO. He wis a major beneficiary of the governmient’ privat
sation programme. Bur Renong was one of the first business empires
to
almost sank under o debt burden of M$8 billion. The nternal

ger under the shock of the regional economic erisis and

Juggling undertaken to save the group from o disaster that would
have shaken the mation’s financal system artracted strong eriticism
at home and abroad. That included the purchase of a large block
of Renong shares by a group company. United Engineers (Malaysia).
in July as the stock market fell. The acquisition made maters worse
by provoking angry investors in Renong to dump their Shares. At
the end of 1998 4 rescue plan was worked out for the debt-ridden
corporation under which Renongh wholly owned subsidiary. Projek
Lebuhraya Utara Selatan (PLUS), o casbi=spinning toll-road oper
ator, would raise M$8.41 billion from 500 local financial mstitutions
by issuing zero-coupon seven
of 10 per cent. PLUS would lend M$5.45 billion to Renong and
the rest to UEM as funds to setele creditors” clums. Ananalyst

sar bonds with an annual mterest

quoted by The Star newspaper commented: “The cash cow i being
milked by the group. Without PLUS Renong woulld have collapsed”
The arrangenient was endorsed by the Corporate Debt Restrugturing
Committee set up by the government under Bank Negara, the

central bank, ro help companies hit by the cconomic crisis, Otficials

Wwere at piins to show that the Renong restructunng did notinvolve
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official funding but they could not dispel pereeptions that Halim
had received special considerition. Te was nat the end of the story
as more restructuring of UEM was required dn 2007

T 1994, Tagudin IRamli was given the nod o buy a controllng
29 per cent stake it MAS from Bank Negara through s company
Nalorr, By 1998 Naluri and MAS swere - trouble. The debs of
MAS ballooned to M$2 billion, For the 12 months ended 31 March
2000, its third year sithout a profit, the airhne reported o net loss
of M§700 million. Nine months Licer, the
Naluris stake, paying M$8 a share, the same price at which Tajudin
had acquired the airdine. The market price of an MAS share was

wernment bought back

ME3.69 when Tiudin sold his interest. The sile. which provided
Nalurt with funds to dispose of debes amounting to MS| billion.
drew some of the strongest criticism the government faced over the
perceived rescue of the failed businesses of favoured sons. Daimn,
then Finance Minister, sad the deal was “not a bail-out” but it was
questioned even within UMNO.

Reescues or bail-outs involving well-connected business figures
were o feature of the Malaysian corporate scene e 1997 and 199%
as the veonomy worsened. In 1998, the deal that auracted the most
adverse reaction from forewgn financl analyses was the acquisition
of the entire shipping business and assets of Konsortium Perkapalin
Berhad (KPB) by Malysit International Shipping Corporation
(MISC). o company in which Petroliam Nusional Berhad
(Petronas)—the abundantly cash-endowed national oil corpor-
aton—had 4 29 per cent stake. MISC financed the purchase by
issuing shares to Petronas, which then had a holding of more than
51 per cent i the shipping company. KPB had been 51 per cent
owned by Mirzan Mahathir, the ¢ldest son of Dr Mahathir, whose
prime ministerial office has direct control over Potronus. Mirzan's
company lad seen s share price tumble from MS16 1996 0

M$1.17 at the beginning of 1998, It was reported in the press to
have debts of well over MST billion. Mirzan and Pewronas charman
Mohaniad Hassan Marican denied that the deal was 2 bail-out for
KB, with Hassan sayirg: ‘One has toput the personality issue aside
108 an arms-length deal, which will enhanee the value of MISC
Detenders of the deal pointed out that foreign valuers were brought
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in to cnsure transparency and that the price pad Mirzan was at the

Jow end of the range o valuations.

Throughout the period of cconomic crisis, Dr Mahathir
dismissed Toreign eriiennn of such agreenents that appeared to be
bail-outs of taivoured companies, siying the government could not
let key corporations fails e argued thae failing comparies had to
be supported sothey could prosper and pay tuses, and that foreigners

wanted Malaysian campanies to collapse so they could take them
Responding o foreygn amalysts” compliints about Malaysian
busine
fund managers and multinatonal corporations had mvested vast

s practices, Dr Mahathiv painted out.with some validity, that

sums of money i Malaysis betfore the regional crisis even though
the sanie risk factors had then applicd

But times had changed siid fund managers had taken anew look
at the risk facton and found them suddenly unaceeprable. And while
Malaysia did not have the debt problems of Thailand or Indonesia,
it was a victim of the regional thinking of the funds’ controllers in
the United States and Europe. Whereas thewr representatives in the
field disunguished between the weak economies of Thailand and
Indonesia and those i a better position to cope with the turbu-
lence—like Mulaysii—head affice management saw a single region

in which i fire was raging. Even Singapore. with its political stability

and economic rectitud
foreign investors

was atfecred by the new perception of

In mid-1997, Thailands economy attracted che aventnon of
speculators because ity groweh was slowmg amid signs of excessive
expansion of loans to the property sector. Malaysias central bank
had taken measures 1o cool the Malaysian property market months
earlier (causing a drop in property shares and the rest of the stock
market as a result) but the ringgic soon came under attack together
with the Philippuie peso and Indonestan rupiah. Bank Negara,
Malaysia’s central bank. spent billions trying to defend the currency
but finally et it float. The sinking ringgit proved disastrous for
companies with offshore loans. The stock market decline reduced
the worth of shares used as collateral and closed the door on execu-
tives trading their way out of the trouble they were in, By December
1997, the capitalisation of the Kuala Lumpur Stock Exchange had
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depreciated by 34 per cent. The nuarkets Compostte Tndex: hd
fallen by 35 per cent from 1237.96 10 388.47. 1t had further o go.
dropping below 300 before establishing a base from which it would
cventually nse slowly.

T was 0 harrowing time for business and for the govermmient.
Dr Mabatlir at firse refused to concede the shghtest fault on the
part of Mal
US financier
4 vast conspiracy of speculators determined to make billons at the

sia. He seized on George Soros, the Hungarian-born

L as a scapegoat. portraying him as the mastermind ot

expense of the countries and peoples of South-Eist Asia. Soros.wha
n 1992 had gained fame with lns billion-dollar profit trom specu-
lating against sterling remaining e the European Exchange Rate
mechanism, had publicly opposed Burma's admission 10 ASEAN
becase the ruling military junta was a“totalitarian and repressive
regime’, which was a threat to the region’s prosperity. Dr Mahathir
accused him of tking revenge against Thatland and Malaysia for
supporting Burma’s enery in the organisition by driving down their
New Staits Times, Malaysia’s leading
that he would not dream of “engaging

currencies. Soros told the

English-Tanguiage newspape
in currency speculation for political purposes’. He also said that in
mid-1997, his group had sold only US$10 milhon of Thai baht and
had not traded any other regronal currencies.

After Dr Mahathir attacked Soros at the ASEAN Mimsterial
Meeting in July. he was asked whether he considered the American
aceriminal. His response was that as much as people who produced

and distributed drogs were criminals because they desroyed nations,
sowere people who undermined the cconomies of poor countries
ry on' the cconomy. published in The Star newspaper
ctor of the Malaysian

i a commenta
in September, Mohaned Artfll executve din
Institute of Economic Research, sud new realities called for ‘vigi-

Lince and pragnuatic palicies, not rhietoric’, n a clear reference to
Dr Mahathir’s singling out of Soros as the maletactor, he stated:"The
fact remains that no single person can rock the boat so badly, unless
there are enough speculators to follow suit”

Unfortanately tor Dr Mahathir, his perceived obsession with
Soros obscured some telling pomts he also made about the regional
cconomic crisis, the dangers of globalisation to developing countrics,
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and the policics of the Tntermatonal Monctary Fund (IME). 1nan
interview with the South China Morning Post during avisit to Hong
Kong, Dr Myhathw noted that while the mtentions of the IMF were
good. its methads were “quite often not very helpful . A year later,
many people m South-Last Asti were making similar comments
about the IME But tor the present the intermational and domestic
scorn that poured on the Prime Mumster for Ins wild attacks on
Soros and his fiancial funibles was o boon o Anwar and his
supporters intheir push for power. Publicly Anwar continued to
speak supportively of the Prime Minister, declaring chat his bold
style had grabbed the atention of the world. But there was often
an element of subtle censure e his remarks. I Ocrober, he saidi1f
the Prime Minister were to take w soft approach and was too diplo-
matic, the impact would not be fele. Instead the financial community
was jolted by s strong words, which angered sonie. Tliere was an
underlying implication that Anwar would not have angered people
whom Malaysia should probably be cncouragi
country.

At the same tme, members of the Anwar camp were privately

1o re=invest inthe

belitting Dr Muhathir and saving it was time he was replaced.
echoing the calls of some foreign commentators for the Prime
Minister to step dowir, They accused him of damaging Malaysias
image, as well as his own. and of driving the stock market down
with his remarks. Dr Mahathir's followers arganised @ campaign to
rally the nation behind the Prime Minister. calling on people 1o

unite to show their disdaun for his forcign antagonists and their
domiestic lackeys, Cary throughout the country sported stickers
proclaiming, "We support Dr Mahathir'. Rumours spread that the
Educaton Minister and UMNO vice president, Najib Tun Ruzik.
and Tengku Razalei
dates to replace
apparent attempt to scare the Deputy Prime Minister and his
supporters

More onunous for Anwar was the disseminaunon of what

\ Hamzah were being cansidered as candi-

nwar as Dr Mahathirs successor i another

Malaysians call a surat terbang—lirerally ‘Nying letter the Malaysian
equivalent of a poison-pen epistle—accusing him of both hetero-
sexual and homosexual affirs. But, like every other UMNO Jeader,
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lie had been the target of o hast of allegations in the past and the
Litest churges did not immediately appear to represent a danger w
his political carcer. Dr Mahathir said at 4 press conference that the
absurd” and an attemipt to
paint Anwar black to prevent his succession. A year later the alle
gations were no longer absurd but 4 reason for the Prime Minister
o sack Anwar. Alier the letter was sent to the Prime Minster, m
August, 1997, Anwar asked officers of the Special Brancl to “put a

letrer. which was addressed to him. was

little fear” into the two people responsible for the leteer and another
document—Ummi Hafilda Al che sister of his private seeretary. and
Azizon Abu Bakar.a driver. His action, which led o the officers

obtaining retractions of the alleganions, provided the basis for fiv
charges of corrupt practices brought dgainse hinnin September 1998,

For a time, Dr Mahathir went along with the ccononie proposals
of Bank Ne and Anwar's Finance Ministry, which icluded a
tghtmoney strategy. Their policies did not stap the rapid slowdown
i the cconomy but Anwar’s pronouncements found favour with
the outside world and encouraged everyone to believe that e was

steering the nanon onto a responsible financial course. On 5 December,
Anwar announced "further strategic but panful measures”. including
a cutback in government spending and' the postponement of 4
number of megi-projects”. He declared that corporate or individual
borrowers “should not be put on life support” it their loans were
no longer viable. An approving editorial in Smgapore Business
aid Anwar’s statement was “exactly what investors needed 1o

Fimes s
hear’. Bus
ineasures were “textbook-IMF, highlighting the direction Anwar
and Bank Negara wanted to take despite Dr Mahathirs strong

wess Times'sister publication, The Stwaits Tinres, said Anwars

reservations.
Differences saon surfaced over how the cutbacks and shelving

of mega-projects would be implemented. O a visit o the resort

island of Langkawi, less than o week after Anwar’s announcement,
Dr Mahathir declared that a M$10 billion “land-bridge”. comprising
2 road, railway and gas pipeline, berween: Malaysia and Thailand
would go ahcad. Anwar told journalists lie had called Dr Mahachir
larification’ that only the pipeline was still planned.

and obtained a‘e
During the pertod fron the end of 1997 into the early part of 1998,
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Anwar was relaxed and confident, saying privately to members of
the media that they should listen to what he said rather than what
the Prime Minister was saying. As public anxicty grew over the

s state of the cconomy, people were looking for someone

to blanie, This provided opportumities for encnmes of Dr Malvithir,
who seemed less sure of himself and did nat Took well. Develop-
ments had clearly atfected hus health. Bur bolstered by close

associates, especially chief confidint Dain, hie wradually regained
confidence and began to look for ways of reversing the cconomic
decline that would reflect s personal views on the need o keep
interest rates down and prevent the collapse of core businesses

In his 60-page bookler The Mulaysian Curreney Crisis, published
in August 2000, Dr Mahathir looked bick at the battle he had with
Anwar and the central bank over cconamic policy. As the financial

erisis continued, he wrote it became apparent that the Minister of

Finance [Anwarl. aided by the central bank was implementing poli-
cies which were making a bud situation worse”. They tmplemented

a number of measures beginning in October, 199
L and the effe
Mahathir, was that banks and businesses that were already suffering

cwhich appeared

to reflect the views of the IM t, according to Dr

from the currency erisis were pushed into a situation of dire distress
The Minister of Finance and the central bank. he said, had imple-
mented o virtual IME without the IMFE loans™ and as a result of
these standard IMF preseriptions, Malaysias ccononiy pluriged
deeper into recession

Dr Mahathir also causocally noted tha “everyone” was “gleefully
predicting’ that the tmie was near for Malaysia to go to the IMF
for help and to surrender econonmnc control to it It was felt that
Malaysia had “no chaiee but to open up s cconomy to foreigners
without conditions’ and then there would be “rich pickigs for
foreign capitalists, including those who had invested in the hedge
funds’. This latter remark suggests what was on the Prime Minister's
mind throughout the crisis and explains his stubborn determination
to find a different pohicy approach

Dr Mahathir also acknowledged that he personally was under
threac because of public worries over the country’ fimncial future
He wrote that the recaleitrance of the Malaysian leader (in possibly
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¢ recollection of former Australian prime minister Paul Keat-

ingd deseription of lim) was also now caming under eritcism by
asegment of the Tocal population, who “wanted the leader to how
outand give the reins @ hisdepury’. Anwars supporters, he clamed,
accused the government, and by mmplication the Prime Minister.
of cronyisii, nepotism and corruption. The message for the Prime
Minister was clear. The cconomy would not recover unless he
stepped down and handed the reiny of the government o his

deputy. However. the Prime Minister did not seem to, get the

message.

In his address to the nation on the eve of the new year of 1998,
Dr Mahathir wirned Malaysians that they would have o make saori-
fices to defend the country’s “independence and dignity”. He said
Malaysia would not borrow money from international mstitations
becanse they

would force the government to merease tases o an

already impoverished people, increase lending rates and close down
most of the banks and finance companies. Foreign conglomerates
would take over Malaysian hanks and businesses, and Malaysiany,
would ‘no longer be free’.

Whil
against growing pressure for the government to seek help from the
IME Berita Harian. a leading Malay-language daily, w
an opposing argument—that Malaysia should bow to the inevitable

Dr Mahathiv was calling on Malaysians to stand umted

s advancmy

and accept assistance from abroad. This was the Anwar doctrine,

which other sections of the media were also promoting: In respons
Dr Mahathir set out to remove editors controlled by or symipathetic
to Anwar, It took some time because he was not then ready to
confront his deputy directly and had to move cautiously to avord
further spooking the markets. The principal Malaysian newspapers
are directly owned by government parties or in thrall to the author-
ities by virtue of their publishing licences, which can be wathdrawn
without notice, The media confornis closely to parameters set by
the government. Sentor exccutives of the Malay-language news-
ularly with top officials of UMNO for brictings.
Anwar took advantage of his positon as deputy prime ministet

papers mect re

ad

finance minister to develop close links with top people n the prine
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and clectrome media. One of those was Nazrt Abdullah, group
editor of Berita [arian

Nazrik support for Anwar became mereasingly obvious during
the economie crisis. In his Sunday coluinn. Komentar', he crossed
pens with the New Spaits Tines' A Kadir Jasin, who used his weekly
half-page of commentary, Other Thot (sic). to defend Dr Mahathir.
The Bevita Harian editors most trenchant eriticisnt of Dr Mahathir
appeared in “Komentar” on 7 December 1997, when he wrote of a
“erisis of confidence” m the country and said investors and the IMF
were puzzled by contlicting statements made by the country’s lead-
ership. He sad that “even before the saliva had dried up” following
the government’s vow that all mega-projects would he deferred, we
announce the [Malaysia=Thatland] land-bri
ringgit’, unnerving both Malaysian and foreign mvestors. Nazri

¢ worth billions of

continued that in a crisis it was important to speak with one voice.

Tt was also better to show humility. People viewed the government’s

decision to cut spending with uncertainty, he said, hecause there
were leaders who liked to make anmouncenients on projects costing
billions. Malaysia needed to restore confidence in the economy and
would lose nothing it'it gave m temporarily to restore its strength
and energy. He stated o a bold—for Malaysia—reproach o the
nation’s leader: “We cannort aft

rd to go to war with anyone but
ourselves. [ we have a tendency to talk too much. then we should
talk less so that people are not hure by what we say. We only possess
a gun without bullets, so why should we fire at the wind?

Kadir responded to Nazri’s column with anattack on “attemipts
by some unscrupulous clements to blame the government” tor the
economic problems and "drive a wedge between the country’s top
leaders™. He said that despite the fact that Dr Mahathir was
condemned by “the foreign media and their cohorts from the Fast

and West” for his outspokenness and for being uncanventional, he
remained ‘the country’s most versatile and visionary Prime Minister’
At a meeting of the UMNO supreme council in January. Dr
Mahathir, too. expressed his displeasure with the tone of commen

taries in Berira Hurian. The supreme council decided that Nazri
should step down, but he managed to hold onto his job for another
six months with the help of Anwar.
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January was a grim manth for the ringgit and other Asian
currencies, which were pulled down by the free-falling Tndonestan
rupiali. T ewo days the ringgit slid from .05 against the US dollar
to .62, Rumours proliterated, including one. following 4 visit by
Dr Mahathirs businessman son Mokhzani to a hospital which he
part-owned. that he had committed suicide due o a business filure.
At a subsequent press conference, Dr Mahathir responded: “Now
there is 4 new rumour cireulating that my son has conmniteed
suicide, [ do not understand why people Tisten o such stories”

Malaysians worried about the health of domestic banks shifted

their mouey to foreign banks with offices 1 Malaysia. New accounts
increased sh at Citibank. Hongkong Bank. Standard Chartered
Bank and Smigapore-owned OCBC Bank. Many people transterred
their savings to banks in Singapore and Hong Kong An estimated
total of more than ME20 billion was siphoned from local financial
institutions in the three months ending 31 December 1997,

Government pleas for Malaysians to be patriotic and keep their
money in Malaysian banks went unheeded. Malaysia was markedly
less afflicted by the regional economic crisis than Thailand and
Indonesia. However, the paper wealth of the country had been
halved. some companies, mainly in the service industries, were shed-
ding staff, civil servans faced restrictions on overseas travel and
bonus payments to workers were on hold, At the same time, because
of a widespread fear that the situation would become worse, Dr
Mahathir remained under pressure to treat the nation’s econpmic
sickness with medicine prescribed by the IMF rather than his home-

made remedies,

On 18 Janvary, Indonesiay President Subiarto pledged sweeping
cconomic reforms, includig the removal of subsidies, the termi-
sd by members of his famly, and

nation of business privileges enjoy
the scrapping of costly projects, to secure aid from the IME The
photograph of the Indonesian leader signing a letter of ntent wath
Michel Camdessus, IMF managing director. gazing down upon hiny
with an imperious mien became a symbol of Western oppression—
Dr Mahathirs neo-coloniulism—to South-East Asias reforn-mimnded
younger generation. lronically. in Malaysia the “reformasi” cry
otiginating with protesting Indonesian students was taken up by
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Anwar, champion of the IME and his followers, Thur target was a
Jeader who. unlike Subarto, stood firm against the ne
‘ment of the West.

The picture appeared on the front page of the New: Strairs Tinges
on 16 January. On page two. another photograph showed
Camdessus, who tlew from Jakarta to Kuala Lumpur after the signing
ceremony. receiving an embrace from Anwar. In return. the IMF
«chief praised the measures tha anounced by Anwar on
5 December, deseribing them as “quite important and welcomed'.

ous Instru-

wer

At a press conference with Camdessus, Anwar said Malaysia had
always taken the opportunity ‘to have adequate consultation and
take the views of the IMF and explin our position”. Camdessus,
for his part. advised that Malaysia needed o continue such “pre
emptive steps’ as those amounced by Anwar. He reconmmended
Malaysia consider raising interest rates because of the countrys rapid
credit growth and the international pressure resultmg from the
depreciating ringgit—a proposal running counter to Dr Mahathirs
viewpoint. A month Liter, Anwar won another strong endorsement
from Camdessus when he announced new measures to reduce eredit
and monctary growth. The IMF head said Anwar's package ook “a
welcome comprehensive approach’.
But Dr Mahathir had already taken steps to reduce Anwark influ-

ence. On 20 January, the government announced the establishment
of a National Economic Action Council (NEAC
body to the Cabinet in its efforts to deal with cconamic problems’.
The NEAC comprised Dr Mahathir as chairman, Anwar as depity
chairman; and 22 other members. They included nine mimsters,
the government’s chief and Tudin Ramli, the MAS
chairman. in his capacity as president of the National Chamber of
Commerce and Industries Malay

‘as a1 consultative

secretiry

as well as other businessmen,

bankers, brokers, employers and trade union representatives. The
membership was heavily weighted with friends of Dr Mahathir, but
more significantly the key job of executive director was given to
Daim Zainuddin.

Daim had developed his close relationship with 1r Mahathir
while he was establishing himself as a highly successtul businessman
in the 1970s. [n 1982 Dr Mahathir, who had become Prime Minister
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the previous year, persuaded Daim to stand for parliament in 2
comstituency in Kedah, the home state of both men. Daime won the
seat and in 1984, Dr Mahathir appointed him Finance Minister.
The mid-1980s was the occasion of an carher cconomie crisis for
Malaysia and Dain s eredited with playing o major role i pulling
the country out of that recession. He had always been a reluctant

minister and left government to concentrate on his busimess activ-
ities in 1991 (to be replaced as finance minister by Anwar). but he
continued to be cconomic adviser to the government and treasurer
of UMNO. Now Daim was roped in to help out in another
cconomic emergency—and serve as a counterweight to Anwar and
Bank Negara on the formulation of policy.

Seven days after the announcement of the NEAC, 27 Jnuary,
Anwar was still pledgimg thae the nghe monetary pohcy would
continue despite pressures for it to be reversed. He declared: There
1 no question of any reversal or change - We are fully committed!
But he was fighting a lost barde.
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3| Tensions rise
between “best of
(riends

Twu days after Anwar’s promise to continue
| tight monctary policy Dy Mahathir delivered
speech to mark the end of the Mushim fastmg month of Ramadan.
e again called for patience and sacrifice from Malaysians to “save
“the country from bemyg colonised again’™.

We have seen how peaple i other countries who had 1o bow ro
international aid agencies are suffering, Ther workers are unem-
ployed. their companies and hanks have closed, prives of goods
have escalated. there are supply shortages and people have had o
put up with other hardships. If we do not want these things o
happen 1o us, then we should avoid purring the mterests of scli

race and associations above national unity,

But the economic downturn after years of growth caused an uneasi-
ness among M ans which Anwar would later seck to exploit.
On the political front, Dr Mahathir brought in Tengku Razaleigh

Hamzah from the cold, giving him his first appoinament since he
ceased trying to make his party, Semangat 46 (the Sprie of 1946,
the year UMNO was founded), a credible alternative for Malays
and rejoined UMNO, Tengku Razaleigh, unele of the Sultan of
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Kelantan, was Finance Minister betore Daim wid i UMNO vice
president. He ewice challenged Musa Hitam, i 1981 and 1984, for
the position of UMNO deputy prestdent and lose. In 1987 he chal-
lenged Dr Maliathir for the top post and Musa joied the bid o
topple the Prime Minister a5 Tengku Razaleigh’s running mate
Dr Mahathir survived by a mere 43 votes out of 1479 cist, Gliafar
Baba defeated Musa for the post of deputy president

Tengku Razaleigh's supporters launched a court action chal-
lenging the election outcome, which led to UMNO being declared
illegal. r Mahathir and his followers had to register anesw UMNO,
t
attack i Junuary 1989, and had to undergo coronary by-pass surgery.
But 11 1996, Dr Mahathir and Tengku Razaleigh came o an ag;
ment under which the prince and most members of his Senangat
46 were taken back into UMNOL In Januwary 1998, Dr Mahathir
appointed Tengku Razaleigh chiet of an UMNQO division in
Kelantan state. The appointment was relatively minor but it provided

Tt was a time of great stress for Dre Mahathir, who suffered o h

o=

an opportunity for Tengku Ruzaleigh to re-establish himself s 2
leading UMNO figure with the task of helping the party regam
control of Kelantan from Parti Islam se-Malaysia (PAS), his one-
time opposition ally. Dr Mahathir clearly saw Tengku Raz
an important asser i the fight against PAS, but by @iving the
Kelantan prince o significant party vole again he secured his polit-
ical allegrance agaist any challenge from Anwar, who, for his part,
would have to wonder whether his position as Number Two was

cigh as

under threat. Some manths later, the return of another figure from
the past—CGhafar Baba—who had every reason to want to get even
with Anwar, worried the Deputy Prime Minister’s followers even
more than Tengku Razaleigh's come-back.

Throughout the early part of 1998, Dr Mahathir and Anwar
acted publicly as the best of friends and as i in agreement on
cconomic policy. But it became increasmgly evident as the weeks
passed that this was a charade. On 1 February, Anwar fired a tew
salvo in preparation for his planned campaign to force Dr Mahathir
out of office, using ammunition that he had borrowed from the
Indonesian student movement—allegations of corruption, cronyisim
and nepotism. In carefully phrased remarks, which did nor directly
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rarget Dr Mahathir but made clear Anwark own position, he set
the stage for the barle ahead. he expressed support for alls by the
IMEF and World Bunk for East Asian couritries to resolve to combat

corruption. cronyism, nepotisit and excesses of power; and to show

they believed in the principles of democracy and “inculeate the spirie

of a free civil society’. Anwar delivered a token rebuke to the
Western: detractors, but scknowledged faults i the Eastern system
and by extension Malaysia. It was totally unaceey

speaking at his post-Ramadan Hari Raya apen house in Pendng.

able, he said.

for Western powers to mtimate that corruption, nepotisin and
it and devel-

excesses of powor were the exclusive domain of the

oping cconomivs: The fiet i these excesses are o be found both
in the West and the East and there should. therefore, be a common
global resolve for good governance wrespective whether it s in the
East or the West!

It was 1 remarkably open commitment by the Malaysian Finance
Minister to do what the West and IMF wanted in direct contra-
diction to the position of his Prine Mimster. The media oeated
his commients cautiously but three days liter. when Anwar holdly
expanded on his theme before a lairger audience, his remarks were
reported on the front pages of the esablishment press. Addressing
the Third Regional Ethics i Leadership Conference. Anwar sud
the current cconomic problems would prompt countries in the
region to re-evaluate the position of ethics i eyery level of their
ssocial and government systen. He said the source of the present
‘malaise of turbulence” was partly ethical, since the unconuolled
attempt to generate wealth and profit had overshadowed moral and
ethical considerations. Reterring to shortcomings i the regions
economic development, Anwar noted that the most damage had
been caused by “excesses, corruption, nepotisim and cronyisin’, The

region’s problems, he suggested, should be overcome with reforns

and greater transparency m the government and business sectors,
and it was fortunate that the ecconomic crisis had forced many coun-
tries to undertake reforms, In some countries, he warned, changes
such as the dismantling of “flawed social and political systens™ could
only be achieved through a revolution.
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Did Anwar at this carly stage anncipace thae he might lose his
Job and have to resort to “revolution” to oust De Mahathir? I retro
spect it sounds like o portent of the sueet violenee that erupted
between Anwar’s followers and police after his arrest. But he could
sot have foreshadowed the startling end to his role i government
and UMNO and was probably thinking in werms of a bloodles
revolution within the party.

The contlict between the two leaders became openly obvious
on 10 February, when newspapers carricd their clishing viewpoumts.
T the New Stties Tinres, Dr Malathir had his say on the front page
while Anwar was featured ori the first page of the business section.
Speaking at a dinner for the visiting Lebanese Prinie Munister, Ratic
Hariri, Dr Mahathir atticked the
Fast Asian governmets of indulging

selirighteousness and hypocrisy”

of those who accused South-
i carruption, cronyism and nepotism and not being transparent
Making a4 point that he was to return to repeatedly, he sad: T we

had cronies and practised nepotisnn, then we must consider il the
¥
people of Malaysia as cromes and family members, for all of them

1

gained from the administration and policies of the Maly

Government and. indeed, from [the policies of] the governments of
the dger cconomies of South-Ease Asia. On the same day, Anwar
sddressed thie Global Think-Net Tokyo conference. He said Astans
need not be apologetic or defensive about the charges of corrup-

tion and lack of transparency levelled against them. declaring:"Astans

are not the only ones afflicted with this disease. And our seruggle

to-climinate them must not be séen as efforts to placate others.
They are based on moral convictions that corruption and cror
are moral diseases of great peril to society i we tolerae them.

battle lines were plainly drawn

February was a month of growing unrest i Indonesia where
people were being hit hard by the collapsing cconomy and the
soaring prices of basic necessitivs. such as rice, cooking oiland milk.
Iiots flared throughout the country, with mobs serting fire to shops
and homes owned by ethiie Chinese. Calls mounted for President
Subarto to step down. Dr Mahathir referred to the stuation in

Indonesia, saying that in ather countrics where people resorted
to irresponsible actions hike riots and looting when they faced
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Pmbll:m\.'thu situation worsened and threatened national oty and
public seeurity’ He contrasted this with Malaysin where the situ-

ation was under control because the peaple chose tobe united.
He followed up these remarks some days Liter by saying changes to
the top leadershnp should be effected gently, like pulling out @ strand
of hair from 1 mound of flour so that the hair was not broken and
the flour not scattered, Clearly aware of the parallels being drawn
between himsell and President Subarto, he asked: "OF what good 1s
a new leader, cven if he is supposed to be becter,if the parey he iy

going to lead has been destroyed?”

In other remarks he expressed relief thae Malaysians had “not
been forced to submit to the agencies” that desired to establish
control over them. In an obvious allusion o the Anwar camp, he
said only those who had “certain pohitical priorities’, would not
admit that the government’s policies and approaches to develop the
pation were good and effe
Nasional [the ruling National Front coalition] would use the

tve ' hope ng one o the Barsan

“economic problems for their pohtical endy”

Meanwhile. the cconomy continued to shide. On 24 March,
Anwar revised the growth rate for 1998 o between 2 and 3 per
“cent. The cconomy had grown by 7.8 per cont it 1997 and Anwar

“had projected 4 similar expansion in 1998, But he was forced to
“make downward adjustments as the cconomy worsened. eventually
Jcontracting by more than 7 per cent. By April. banks. finance houses
d stockbrokers were showing the stran of the cconomic down-
“turn, Sime Bank. once thought to have been asolid anstittition. was
“put up for sale by parent company Sime Darby, after it was tound
0 have a crushing debr of M$18 billion. Other banks had heavy
‘burdens of non-performing loans and needed cash injections.
March, Bank Negara admitred Sime Bank and three other tinan-

institutions required capital injections bue assured depositors
heir savings were protected. The government announced an inquiry
into Sime Bank’s losses.

Public discontent arising from the cconomic erisis was further
aggravated by a growing water shortage i a number of states, caused
Jower rainfall than wsual and mismanagement of resources, The
vorst hit arca was the Klang Valley; which takes in Kuala Lumpur,
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the capital, and o large part of Selngor stre. Some 1.2 milhon
people i the Klang Valley suffered severe water rationimg: over a
period of three months. The perennial problem of haze. caused by
burmng-off of forest and bush on the Indonesian aslind of Sumatra,
se than usual due to an El Nino-induced drought. March
also saw a street battle between Muslims and Hindus in Penang over
the construction of a temiple, inderlining the delicate religious tabric
of Malaysia and adding to a public perception that 1998 was an ill-
omened year.

In his 24 March speech, Anwar also gave a reassurance that public
funds would not be used to bail out roubled corporations and that

Was wor

transparency requirenients—that is. more openness—would be tighe-
ened both in the private and public sector. Four days later, on
28 March, m a seeming rejoinder. Dre Mahathire said foreigners did
not want ta see Malaysian banks and companies rescued. They
wanted them to go bankrupt so they could go in and buy them a

alow price. He smd they accused Milaysia of bailing out trotbled
companies using public funds bur the truth was they wanted to buy

the firms cheaply. The next day, in one of his most direct references

to foreign praise of Anwar, Dr Mahathir said forcigners were trying
o determine who should become the leaders of other countries,
those countries” policies, and how they should carry out their trade.
He declared: " This [would mean| we have lost our independence.”
In Parliment on 8 April, in response to an opposition member’s
Anwar

suggestion that there “confusing signals” on financial issues

sought to dispel the notion that he was taking a different tack from
the Prime Minister Reterring to himself and Dr Mahathir, he said
unconvineingly: “We complement one another”

As Anwar was preoceupied with the finaneial affairs of state as
well as his persanal ambitions, another politician was discovering
the fe
Taw
thes

arsome penalties that can be imposed under certam Malaysian
- In therr imperial wisdom, the British. who had extended
control over the Malayan peninsula from the 18205 onward,
under

had mtroduced draconian legislation to keep the native
control. UMNQO and its coalition partners found it convenient to
keep some of these laws in place, No leaders past or present, including
Dr Mahathir and Anwar (while he was part of the establishment),
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showed iy michinaton to abolish or amend them. So it was that
anwary citizens could tind themselves falling foul of such legisli-
tion as the Privting Presses and Publicarions A the Sedition Aet. the
Official Secrets Actand the futenal Security Aet,

Lim Guan Eng. deputy seeretary-general of the apposition
Democratic Action Party (DAP), sehich his father headed. had taken
up the case of 4 |
tation centre after she allegedly had sexual relations with several

sr-old girl who was dewained at a rehabili-

men. Lim wrote about the alleged involvement of the Anwar
Vision Team memb
tled “Truc Stor
Attorney-Generals decision not to prosecute Rahim for alleged

o Rahim Thamby Chik, i a pamphlet enti-

Subsequently.at a public forum he eriticised the

statutory rape of an under-aged girl due o insufficient evidence,
In the Malacca High Court in April 1997 Lim was convicted of
blishing false news in the pamphlet under the Prinsing Presses and

Publications Aet. and of incitng the public in his remarks ac the forum
under the Sedition Ac. He was fined M$15 000 A year later, the
ourt of Appeal dismissed his appeal and inereased his sentence
om a fine to 18 months” mprisonment on each charge, the terms
be served concurrently.

The jail term. which was reduced to 12 months for good behav-
ur, deprived Lin, 37, of his parhiamentary seat and the right o
ek re-election for five years after his release. It interrupted thie
roof one of Malaysias most promising opposition. politicians
d one of the stars of political debate in parliament. Like any stan-
ard Malaysian’ prisoner, Lim was put in a small unfurnished cell
only two blankets as bedding. After three months, m accor-
dance with prison procedures, he was issued with a thin mattress.
Ithough Anwar was brutally assaulted by the chicl of police on
night of his
on he was treated with the feudal respect Malays traditionally

rest, onee he was ensconced i Sungei Buloh

ord top leaders. in or out of power. He liad been, after all, the second
powerful man in the land. He was given a larger cell than most
oners and, unlike the unfortunate Lim, had o bed and other
re. But that was sall months away and only the opposition
Lim’s friends took much mterest in the DAP official’ fate,
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While 1r Mahathir was busy explaring possible measuires for
stabilising the ccononiy with Daim and other people whom he felt
he could trust, Anwar was pressing on with his IMI-oriented
agenda. T address w the Counctl on Foreign Relations in New
York. Te saieh that all that was old and bad m Asian ccononiies nmuse
thiough Asia

bie done away with: He deseribed the gale sweepin

s an Sagent of creative destruction’, saying:“The pressure has been
building up 1 recent months in the region iselband we are gware
that unless we reform the system trom within, changes will be

ata press

imposed from without” In Washington the following day,

conference in conjunction with a meeting of the IME and World
Bank. Anwar said that ‘corruption and crony capitalism, the enemies
fronywithin for any cconomy” could be eradicated as nations atfected
by the Asian financial crisis began the process of rebuilding their
ceonomies. But before they can do s’ he added “they have to admit
that the problems exist’.

On 29 April. Dr Mahathir was asked o comment on a sug;

tion by the IMF that Malaysia should further tighten it monetary
He replied: “We have already tightened so much that the
't breathe! Yet despite these
s sall
keeping up appearinces of unity. Only sis days later on 5 May.

polic
compaties are conplaining that they
abviously contrary approahces, e Mabathie and: Anwar w

Dr Mahathir told journalists there was no rift berween him and
very morning. we sit down [and| he, Daim and 1 deaide

Anws
whit we have to do together. But no nutter how e do it, even if.
1 were to kiss and hug hin i public il the ame. they will say there
is 4 rift because that is what they want to see” When Dr Mahadhir
flew off to Cairo in May for a meeting of the Group of 15 devel-
countries. the News Snaits Tines carried a photogeaph of Dr

oping
Mahathir and Anwar smiling happily at-one another at the airport.
The message for the public was manifest: See, our leaders are really
wood friends.

President Suharto cut short his attendance at the GU5 summit

because of rising unrest i Tindonesia, He told menibers of the
Indonesian community in the Egyptian capital that he was prepared
to step down if people no longer wanted hin. In Khartown, at the
end of a three=day visit to Sudan following the Cairo mecting,
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Dr Mahathir defonded President Subarto from his erties, saying
Indonesia had bevome a very advanced developmg country under
him—but there were atrempts to topple liim by outsiders. *As for
Malaysia’

In mnd=-May Dr Muliadie and Anwar made comments that
showed how starkly they were at odds. Declaring thar the IME was
m

e said, ‘there are attempts o topple me by outsiders”,

not “sensiove to the social cost of cconomic restructuring
Indonesii. i Mahathir said by pulling back people’s subsidics it
seemed to be “almost wanting them o react violently” Anwar, on
the other hand, warned thae it Malavsia did 1ot want the IMF to
bail it out. it must implement the appropriate measures, b one of
his boldest—ir still indi
*Our problent is that some of us yell thar we don't want the IMF

ct—stabs ar the Prime Minister he said:

to intertere but sull tike acnons thae leave os exposed”

On 18 May, Utisaie Malaysia the UMNO-connected Malay
language newspaper, caused wosur when i published an editorinl
blaming President Suliarto for the unrese in Indonesia. It went
against the established practice of the media and officuals o refrain
from criticising fellow members of ASEAN. But this was not simply
an attack on Subarto. The editorial. which was widely seen as o
poison arrow loosed at 1y Mahatlur, sid Subareo “could be at Gl
after more than three decades of practising fivouritism. durig which
he enriched i sons and cromes while wwnoring the plight of his
citizens”. Suharto was certamly aware that he had "been in power
for too long
his people.” Unsan's editor-in-chiet. Johan Jatfar. like Berita §Harian’s
Nazri owed his posinon to Anwa
of a job.

Malaysiaand the rest of South-East Asta were anxioushy watching

It added: 1 Suharto i guiley lew i be judged by

Both editors would soon be o

Indonesia. A nation of 190 million 1 tuemoil wis o danger to s
neighbours. and Indonesia was aflanie. Usider pressiure from the IMF;
the Indoncsian governiment withdrew perrolenm subsidy,
I a 25 per cent hike i the price of kerosenc, the people’s basic
fuel.
A. Kadir Jasin wrote: “This is yet another example that while the
IMF may lend money toa troubled Ceonomy. ity pachage of asis-

sulting

he price of petrol rose by percent. The New Strais Limes'

fance niay not necesarily reduce the suffering of the people of the
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alfected country” Within days Indonesia was racked by violerit
protests. Bur the worst violence was committed on 12 May by secu-
rity forces who shot and killed six umversity studerits handing out
flowers. Two days later mobs rampaged through Jokarta and other

cities. looting, overturning cars and settiig fire to buildings, in the

worst riots for more than 30 v
targeted while male members of this ethme mmority were attacked

wrs. Chinese hontes and shops were

and women raped. Foreigners and Chinese fled to Singapore.
I this atmosphere of intense anxiety among Malaysian Chinese

and growing fears of a spillover of the violence o Malaysia,or a

Teast an influs of refugees. Anwar delivered o ighly provocanve
speech. Tt reflected either an extraordinary msensitvity to the mflam-
matory nature of his remarks or, more plavsibly. o determination to
use the situation to serve his own purposes. Addressing a National
Youth Day gathering held to foster patriotism among young
Malaystans as 4 micans of strengthening nation Al stability. he seemed

instead to be encouraging thent to revolt agamst the established
order. Pattiotsm. he said, did not mean aceepting that everything
in one’s country was good, including that which was nor good.
Patriotism niust come from a desire for improvement and wanting

¢ the country. not oneself or the interests of a small group

o s

He went on to say that young people were aften the movers of
reform as they were more receptive o new ways of thinking and

were idealistic. “Reformasi's or retorm, was the: battle-cry. of the

students and other activists in Indonesia bent on ousting the govern-
21 we want reform in

ment of President Subarto. Anwar declar
our community, its the youth and youth leaders who should be in
the front Tine. But reform cannot happen m a vacuum. [t must spring
from confidence and patriotism based on an enlightened spirit from

within
On 21 May. Suharto stepped down after 30 years as president
His resignation came a day after US Secretary of State Madeleine

Albright had urged im0 go and o provide for 4 tansition to
democracy in a speech which no doubt reinforced Dr Mahathir's
Jaundiced impression of her, Subarto’s successor, Bach aruddin Jusut
{Habibic. promised constitutional reform and alsor sad he would
sreed IMF programme. The sudden fall of a nian

implement the
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-

who had becn tirmly m control of Tis country and 1 myor influence
in ASEAN since its foundation encotraged critics of Dy Mabathir
at home and abroad to believe that he wo could be pressured o
retiring. Three weeks Liver the s Tl Steer fournal van o
commentary by Barry Wain under the heading. *Why Dowsn’t
Mahathir Bow Out?
who overstiyed his welcome atrd who. despite an cconomic erisis,

Depictny President Subarto as an aging leader

continued to hustow husiness favours on s friends and fanuly, the
writer said the deseription also firted Dr Mabiathin. Fle said e was
becoming apparent that Dr Mahathir was psvchologically incapable
of making the adjustments necessary o chart a recovery, Wang wrote
that it was hard 1o escape the conglusion that he was “an impedi
ment to the process’. Dr Mahathir could best serve Malagsia by
announcing nmediately lus intention to retire i the near future.
Noting that Dr Mahathir had indicated that he mtended o suck
around and nurse Malaysia back to health, he wrote that this was
‘almost certainly beyond his capacity”. The Prime Minister ult-
mately proved him wrong, Wain had nothing but praise for the
‘urbane and skilful” Anwar. He declared that Anwar was known to
feel a strong loyalty to Dr Mahathir and was reluctant to challenge
him™. This was atn imaceurate reading of the Deputy Prinie Minister
who had been working towards the ouster of his mentor since he
became his heir.

Dr Mahathir, of course. had no intention of stnding down.
He and Daim were almost ready to put in plice an cconanne
strategy that would owe nothing to the proposals of the IME In g
speech to the Malay Chamber of Commerce on 27 May, Daim
outlined the position of the anti-IMF torees and zave 1 small hing
of what was to come. He said that stabilising the ringgit remamed

‘the main objective of our recovery plan’. While niany groups
believed that a high interest rate was 4 prerequisite tw exchange race
stability, their point of view could not be adopted entirely becase
‘punitive interest rates would certainly push more business enter-
prises into bankruptey

" Two days Tater, Dr Mahathir said the
government would continue to help big and small bumiputra (Malay
and other indigenous people) companies to enable them to compete
With other races in the business sector. If they were allowed 1o
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collapse, Malaysia would find ieself in the situation existing before
the New Economic Policy was inttoduced. “where the poor were
senerally the Malays™. Certain foreign quarters, he sounded. wanited
the Malays to remain stupid and the poorest race i the country.
His remarks were part of a continuing warning to Malays thae
unless Malaysia followed the ccononne policies he promoted they
could lose the privileges granted o them under the NER which

ncluded quotas that secured them places i universities over more
qualified Chinese and guaranteed employment. The NEP atfirma-
tive action process also included measures to give Malays 4 share of
companies going public and priority i acquiring control of corpor—
atised government entitics. While the NEP was Dr Mahathirs carrot
to keep Malays behind him, it was also a vital ingredient in reducing
the chances of an explosion of the kind occurring nest door
Indonesia, Malaysia had o tenth of Indon population and
significantly smller wap between the nich and poor. But. more
importandy. it had addressed the resentment of Malays over Chinese

financial pawer. As m Indonesia, the Chinese controlled a propor-
tion of the nations wealth far exceeding their percentage of the
population. T the 1960s, when the Chinese accounted for about
30 per vent of the population and Malays more than 50-per cent,

the Later hud o mere 2.4 per cent of the economic pic with the
rest held by the nimority mace and foreigners. This disparity was @
major cause of the countryy worst racial riots on 13 May 1909,
which resulted in the deaths of nearly 200 people, more than 70
per cent of whom were Chinese. The riots led to the implemen-
se Malay ownership of the

ttion of the NEP which aimed to
ceonomy 1o 30 per cent. The government also acquired major
corporations held by British interests in vaids on the Landon stock
market. By 1997, before the economy’s collapse, the Malay share of
pational wealth had risen to more than 20 per cent. This was less
than the goal of 30 per cen but the growing number of rich Maly
corporate chiets and the emergence of 4 comfortable middle class

had made Malays feel less deprived.

Dr Mahathir’s comments on the NEP were made at a ceremony
attended by the two prominent political figures of the past. Tengku
Razaleigh Hamzah and Ghafar Baba, now Mahathir allies. Two
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weeks later, Dr Mahathic announced the establishment of the
UMNO Veterans Club. a consultative body concewed and headed
by G hvln the man Anwar had ousted from the number two joh.
Ghatar’s first piece of advice was directed av cabanet ministers swhom.
he said, must be united, anvone was unliappy with a decsion he

should leave. Anwar could have had no doube that the message was
intended for him,

[ the Last week of May, both Daim and Dr Mahathir advocated
lower mirerest rates, D warned that Inghe mterese rates and the

reluctance of banks to lend, even to productive sectors. would eripple

the cconomy. Questioning the preseription of a regime of high
interest rates and reduced credit, the Prime Muonster repeated that
such measures would bankrupr companies. throw workers outof jobs
and lead to riots and political instability. On 30 May, Bank Negara
announced that growth had contracted by 1.8 per cent in the first
quarter of the vear, Shortly after this announcement. Dy Maliathir

said the government was working to find wavs to reduce interest

rates, adding: “We are under pressure because the so-called narket
forces want us to raise nterest rares” I his New' Sunday Tines
columm on the same day that the newspaper reported the firse
rowth, AL Kadir Jasin echoed Damms comments,

quarter’s negative g
saying the Jmnnnu reality” sas that the high interest rate and tight
liquidity policies were making i impossible for comparmes and mdi
viduals to borrow even tor productive purposes.

Saving the financial systent iy important. Being praised by

International Monetry Fund managing direetor Machel Camdessus
s, But

and the forein tiedii iy il be impartant 1 some
what good is an mflated cuo when the cconomy s in inminent
danger of contracting. confidence dimmishing and the survival of

businesses gerting more precarions by the day

Some twa and a half years Tater, on 31 December 2000, Kadir iden-
tified the reciprent of Camdessus” prase and reninded Malaysians
‘how close the country came to surrendering its fate (o the IMF
and sovercignty to the ageney’s Western sponsors”. He asked: *FHosy
many of us still remember how tormer deputy prime mumster and
finance minister Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim had steered us towards
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the IMF by virtue of has friendship with former IMF managing
director Michel Camdessis?’

Amid the political and econontic drama of 1998, Malaysia was also
preparing o host the Commonwealth Ganies - September, Stnee
the government was looking forward to 4 boost in annual tourisim
income from an expected 80 000 visitors, it was important that the
country should nor be seen to be in crisis. The authorities iho liad
to counter foreign reports that the smoke haze stll hanging over
the country might endanger athletes” health., But as the polineal
action came to a climax in June, there was little the government could
do to conceal the fact that major events were i tram. On 1 June,
at the Third Asta Ol & Gas Conference i Kuala Lumpur, Anwar
Tunched 4 new attack on corraption, cronyisni and nepotism’ and
hardened his stand on interest rates. On this issue he was allied with
Bank Negara governor Ahmad Mohamad Don, which emboldened
him to oppose the position of Dr Mahathir. In-his speech o the
1 bartle call o the
than remiarks intended for leading figures in the petroleum
. Anwar noted the cconomic, political and social changes
seen throughout the region in the Tast twelve months had made it

conference, parts of which sounded more I

r that business as usual was impossible, He sad: “The
rate the old ways. The
demand greater

patently

people of the region will no longer tole

reject corruption, cronyism and nepotism. The

accountability. transparency and 4 real say in the decision-making
process,

At a press cotiference following his address. Anwar pursued his
stand on monetary policy. The business community he said, must
understand that domestic interest rates could not be much lower
than offshore rares. which stood at about 20 per cent, as it could
lead to an outflow of funds. In remarks which appeared to be
directed at Dr Mahathir and Daim, he said:*Tes very important that
people who alk abour mterest rates know the offshore rates for
ringgit. I you do not take this into consideration, you are putting
the entire financial system at risk because what is stopping people
from taking out our funds®” The question of the high rates for
ringgit deposits in Singapore was, in fact, very much on the minds
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of Dr Mahathir. Dann and their
way to deal with i so that imterest rates could be relaxed. Returnmg
Sfrom a visit to Jupan. the Prime Minister reatfirmed his stand. stating
that he did ‘not necessarily endorse Bank Negira tight monetary

policy’ adding: High interest rates have acaually caused the economy
to contract

Corruption remained on the agenda. In he weeks leading up to
the party general assembly UMNO Youth chiet and Anwar man
Zahid Hamidi began speaking out more strongly against carrup-
tion and the other associated ills of governmental busimess that had
become the tdentifying mantra of the Deputy Prime Ministei's
supporter
Economy, he said a new management code was needed to fight

Speaking at 4 conference on Strengthening the National

corruption, nepatisii and abuse of power. T the same week, he said
UMNO members had been ‘bottling up their feclings” on the
subject of these ‘neganve practices’, which had to be curbed. Taking
a fairly obvious poshot at the Prime Mimster. he asserted: I the
current economic sittation, we should never condone nepotism

whereby the interest of family imembers and certain groups are given
priority’

A week before the UMNO general assembly. with word
spreading thar Zahid would use the party meeting for 4 major assiule
on corruption, cronyisii and nepotsni. Dr Mahathir took a pre-
emptive action by stepping up his countering arguments, On June 12,
he urged Malaysians not to be influenced by the Malavssin medias
dissenination of Western capitalist propaganda aimed at manipu-

- lating the peoples minds to create disunity and weaken the country

He siid the West had comned many words such s “globalisation’,
- Cdereguladon” and “crony: capitalisim’, which were often used by
Malaysians and the media. 1esounded “nice” and the Western capi-

talists were pleased when they knew that the poison they mjected
was working and they had “succeeded i controlling ninds’.
Ousiders though. sard D Malathir, were not interested in helping
the country but in controlling it by bringing down the value of
the ringgit. In domg this, they wanted to colonise Malivsia. A day
alise tha

later, he said those making allegations of cronyiom should r
they were someone else’s cromies. Overseas students denomcing
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cronyism had received governmient scholarships which made them

Dr Malathirs cronies: “So cronies shouldn’t complain abour other

cronices” Mulathir supporter Senator Zainuddin Maidin eriticised
Zahid for harping on the issue of nepotism and cronyism, saying,
this threatened party unity. He noted that Zahid "ot positions in
st The UMNO. Youth
chief was at that time chairman of the National Savings Bank. having,
been appointed to the job by the government.

It was apparently still noc nme o finger Anwar personally.
although the indirect

several companies” due to so-called crony

ignals were intended ta show him that the
Mahathir camp knew what was going on. This led o the oddest
denials of any rift by the Mahathir camp. Fauzi Abdul Rahman.
who held the position of deputy minister 1 the Prime Minister’s
Department, conceded there were some people mthe country who
were ‘unthappy with the polineal scene” and intended 1o ‘make use
of the cronyisi and nepotisni issue to ereate political instabiliry”.
but added: *1 do not believe there is friction berween our Prime
Manister and his deputy because as a depury minister at the Prime
Minister’s Department | see the close relationship between the two!
He said people trying to create tension between the two men should
“look for something better to do” because there were *no ill-feelings
berween Dr Mahathir and Anwar’.

Dy Mahathir satd UMNO swas united but there were other
people. especially certain sections of the foreign media, trying to
find differences between him and Anwar. He said certain statements
ed and used as evidence of a rift. The Prime Minister

were qia

declared: “But it is not true. We get along as well as can be. Of course,
ed with, but we work closely together”
When a Tiine magazine interviewer suggested the dilferences
between Dr Mahathir and Anwar seemed to have widened consid-
enably over the past year, the Prime Minister responded foreefully:

there are problems we are £

‘Do | have to kiss him on the street before people will stop saying
there s arift? We get on together, we manage the country together.
1 admic we have differences butin the end a common view prevails.

As the UMNO general assembly approached, expectations grew
chat the Anwar camp would use it to argue the ume had come for
Dr Mahathir to go. With political tension mounting, the Prime
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Minister Tet his anger show over the implementation of 4 tught
monetary policy. On 16 June. he Tished out, saying banks that
continued to impose o credit squeeze should close down. as they
had no confidence i the Malaysian economy. He accused them
again of tightening the serews to the pomnt where people could not
do business. The banks were ‘more interested in themselves than in
supporting busin - He also said he would discuss the matter
with Anwar. but his outhurst reflected a frostration that would soon
push him 1o end the policy dominance of Bank Negara and Ins

deputy.
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4| Protéeé outfoxed
by mentor

[n the weeks preceding the UMNO. general
ssembly, Anwars mien were actively promotiig
—both withiu the party and to local and foreign journalises—the
contention that the winds of political change stirred up by the
South-East Astan cconomie crisis, which had swept President
Subarto from power. were now bufieung the List of the region’s
old-guard leaders. They sad 1 private that support was growing
within the party luerarchy for a change in the presidency. Malaysia,
they asserted, needed wnew Jeader with new ideas o nicet the chal-
lenges of the next century at home and in the region. Like Subarto,
D Mahathir had been i charge for oo long. At an UMNO
convention in_fohor, Anwar warned Malaysia could go the way of

Tndonesta i reforms were not undertaken. His remarks were widely
mterpreted as wferving that like the “reformasi” programme in
Indonesin, which had focused on the ouster of President Subarto,
reform in Malaysia should include getng nd of Dr Mabathr.
As dele
tor Kuala Lumpur to arcend the general

dtes set aut from cities, towns and kanipungs across Malaysia

embly, there wis an air

of expectation among them that it would be i pivotal meering.
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As was customary, the youth and women’s wings of the party
were due to meet the day betore the assembly’s opening. Anwar
was scheduled to address o jomt session of UMNO Youth and
Wanita UMNO, while Zahid Hanndi, as UMNO Youtls chief, was
the opening speaker at the meeting of the young e delegates,
Since both he and Anwar had mcluded attacks on nepotism,
cronyisni and corruption m remarks abead of the assembly, the three
ills were expected ta beon the agenda. Howeser, ina closed-door
briefing for general assembly delegates o day before the UMNO
Youth and Wanita UMNO picetings, Dr Mahathir issued o warning,
He said delegates who raised issues that mighe destabilise the party

must be accomntable for their actions. Asked at 4 press conferehiee
whether this applicd to delegates speaking about nepotism and
cronyisn, he said: T they cause a splic within the party or othier

adverse effects, then they should be responsible” He added: *If you
want to briug up such matters, vou must lave the facrs!

While Dr Mabathir inasted his remarks: were nota torm ol
blacknuail, students of the Prime Miniseer did not doubt thavat Zahid
raised the nepotisin and cronyism dssue he would Lice retribution
from the nation’s leader. Zahid ignored the warning, He had pinned
his hopes for pohincal advancemient on the party deputy. not the
president. Dr Mahuthir also had sone citionary advice for Aty
and his supporters gt the press conferences where he was asked af
the winds of change blowing in Sauth-East Asia would bring polit-
ical change to Malaysia, He replied: “The winds can blow m any
direction they like but whether there should be a change or not i
the choice of the people” He abo noted that some people were
fanming the wind to bring about an wflapmatory result. But if’ the
embers wete weak and there was plenty of witer they would not
burn

As people ser up stalls peddling food, clothing and trinkets on
the footpaths outside and i the lobby of the Patra World Trade
Centre, venue of the general assembly, one item on sale rifised imore
serious questions for Anwar than 1Dr Mahathirs remarks. [t swas o
book entitled 50 Dalil Mengapa Amwar Tida Boleh Jadi AL, or
Reasons Why Anwar Cannot Become Prime Minister’, with the
author given as Khalid Jatvi,a former sports editor of {msan Malitysia:
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SODalil; av it came to be known, was not only on sale to members
of the public visiting the Putra World Trade Cenere but also mserted
as o givemaway into: the souvenic bags of delegates. As soon as he
learned about 1, Anwar asked o law firm toseck an mpunetion to
Tave publicanon i distribugon of the baok stopped. After the

mjunction was obtined, Anwar categorically stared chrough his
ross libel agatst him and he would

Liwyiers that the bovk contained g

not hesitate to tike whatever legal action was necessary to “protect
the dignity ol his office and his own self esteem’™.
The hook was arie of the most severe denigranons of a national

leader 1 a country where polities had spawned a virtal mdusry

w character asassmation by pamphlet Teeamprised amscellany of
alleged nrisdeeds, sexual and otherwise. of Anwar, including the
aceusations made m 1997, which had been disnissed by Dr Maluthie
and the police chiet. But v went further than the original Tereer’s
allegation thar Anwar was having an attair with the wite of his
ofitheir daughiter

private se iy, suggesting that he was the fathe
Deoxyribonucleie acid (IDNA) testing subsequently showed  thar
Azinin Ali, Anwars private seeretary, and Shamsidar Taharm, his
wife, were parents of the child.

At press conference w lus otfice i the Finance Ministry, Anwar

called on the authorities to take harsh action against the authior and
the publsher of the book and their agents. He said it would be a
wood lesson for those mvolved and prevent Mualaysian politics from
being manipulited by irresponsible writers:*Although the book s
not t be taken seriously and has o eredibilivy there isawriter and

a publisher. | believe 1t s a conspiracy to smear my inge and ropple

me! He called it “a very serious fabrication” agamst him his fanuly
and friends, and sad e covered issues such as his“alleged complicity
a murder” and sex, and named him as“the most corrupt man m
the country”. It also alleged that he was an agent of foreign powers
and wanted o topple the country’s leadership. Although Anwar
portraved himselt as the vienm of 4 conspiracy—a word that was
to take on alarger micaning after hiy sacking—he did not then suggest
any mvolvement by Dr Mihathie. The distnhogon of 50 Dalil to
delegates was obviously a move to damage Anwar’s reputation, but
he had been a target of surat terbang from the time Dr Malithir
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took hin under his sving and hecame o theeat o other UMNO
And there way
evident i the books publication o suggpest
that it was the precursor to one of the most dramatic political events
in Malavsia’s listory,

members with ambitons to be the naton’s lead
nothing mimediitely

Diespite his indighation, Anwar was at Hest less concerned with
50 Dalil than his personal agenda of persuadimg the UMNO gener]
assembly that Dr Mahathir had ceased to be an effecove leader and
should e replaced. Tt the man-who-wouild-be-King was strangely
Joath to divectly Ly hix clanm o the throne. Instead, like a feudal
lord, he sent his champion. Zahid. to do bawde on his hehall. Few
UMNO members doubted thar Zahid spoke for Anwar. A week
betore the wssembly, they Tid made almost identical attacks on nepo-
tism, cronyism and corruprion. Yet, Anwar chose to affirm his loyaley
to his mentor to the end.

In the Tight of Anwars manitest collaboration with Zalid and
his later public adimission thar he had prompred Zahid o lead the
fight agamnst nepotisim, cronyism and corruption. the deputy presi-
dent’s specch to the UMNO Youth and Wanita UMNO delegates
was awash with hypoerisy.

UMNO st stand anited ssith the Teadership headed by Pringe
Murster Dk Seri Dy Mahathr Mohanad i feing the currency
crisis. Tdividhual fniferess must he setaside and facaoml and tibal
tendencies must be contamed. We must learn from mistikes by

those who have resorted Tefore 1o Letonadism

But there were coded messages for lus disciples. Anwar sand the
UMNO assembly was different because of the vircumistances, which
had influenced the delegares” thinkig, He declared: T can feel 1
and you can feel it” Fle also said that UMNO Youth had regained
its position as the people’s voice, calling for social justice and pointing
out the weaknesses i society” But apart from this small rribute to
the party wing led by his point nuan. Zahid; Anwar seemed. as always
in his political career, to be bent on seli-preservation while leaving
others to test the waters.

Zahid proved o be o staunch palading lunching the vigorous
attack his miaster wanted. despite Dr Mahathis's waring and scathing
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communts by the Prime Ministery supporters that e was the Tast
person to denounce cronyism given: his position as chatrnan of the
Natonal Savings Bank. Tn addition to making the expected call tor
political reforny, the UMNO Youth chief also artacked the argu-
menty of the party president. He said ir sas sad that views from the
grasstoats were said to be vowees thar could bring about disunity

More disappoiiting, according ta Zahid, was the face thar ateenipts

to bring about 4 more transparent government and more resporn-

sible Teadership were viewed as playing into the hands of forcigners
Zaliid said UMNO™ political power would be eroded and its

struggle for the Malays would come to an end if ne

cative elements

like nepotisny and cronyism were allowed to- prevail. Denouncing
those who used their positions to tavour fanily members, relatives
and friends. e said that ailess the practice was ended, the credi-
bility of UMNO and its leaders would suffer. He then put his own
credibility on the Tine by asserting that his attack on nepatism,
cronyism and corruption should not be linked w the e of the
UMNO Teadership or the pushing up or bringit
leader. Zalud stred: *Certainly, we have no interest in causing any

dowqi of any

form of power struggle which et lead 1o the deseruction of the
party.

Few peaple at the top helieved his declimition that his venirks
had nothing o do with promoting or bringing down any leader.

His message was clear: the changes he called for could comie only
with a4 change iy leaderships And for the Mahathir camp, the
applase of the UMNO Youth delegates simalled Zahid had support
among s peers. One of the delegates, Hamdan Taha, o chicken

breeder from Perak. provided a relevane parable o complement

wmic, he sud, on

Zahid's speech: there was a large ship called the
which the caprain was always entertaining the rich passengers while
the needs of the poor crew were neglected. When the ship erashed
into a rock and started sinking, the captain allocated the inred
number of hifeboats to the rich passengers, while the crew had to
d whether the same fae

fend for themselves. Hamdan wond

would befall the small businessmen of Malaysia in the cconomic

crisis affecting the nation. His audience roared i delighted approval.
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Zahid's speech had plainly struck o chord with UMNO Youth
dele
misstig. The leatenant and the toot soldiers were ready to make

ates bur among observers there was a sense of something

their assanlt an the president’s fortress but where was their leader?
He had wade a brief appearance on the battlefield, but had ot
unsheathed his sword. 1 Anwar thought that the mere threat ol a
challenge would cause Dr Maluhir o withdraw, he was badly
mistaken. Onee agam it seemed hie lud misjudyed the master poliu-
cian and shown he was no mateh for hinm. Although Anwar seemed
prepared to decerve both assoctates dnd enemies, to achieve power
and to walk over anyone in his way o achicve power, he never-
theless lacked the polincal tonghness of his mentor. De Mty
did not aceept defear He used his posver brilliantly to isolate enemies
and cultivate triends. And he put into practice the maxam he often
recited—that there were nio pernianent triends or foes in polities.
Anwar often scemed unwilling to commit himself to a risky venture
either through fear of failue or plain arresolution. When Dr

Mahathir was ready to act he moved deasively and fearlessly. Anwar
would probably have been berrer advised o wair for the UMNO
elections the tollowii arand try to'set the grassroots afire ahead
of the voring, as he inndidlpue in s camnpaign agast Ghatar Baba.
But he no doubt worrted that he mght face the same kinds of

obstacles raised o protect the president in 1996, He was also under
pressure from followers cager w benetic from his rise to power.
Although Anwars challenge licked grit o defermination,
Dr Mahathir did not take it lightly. There was a strong possibility
Anwars supparters in the general asembly would push ahead with
the nepotsm-cronyism theme unless they were stopped in- ther
tracks, So my Iy opening speech at the general assembly Die went
immedigtely on the offensive. demonstrating his understnding of
what was important w Malays, expecially those who had suceeeded
in busimess or politics, by raising the spectre of them losing the
money and power they had gaimed. Dr Mahathir sid Western

allegations that crony capitalism. corruption and non-trnsparency
existed in Asian countries were only excuses to attack their ecori-
omies. It was no longer necessary to take control of a country by
military strength because this could be achieved thragh currency
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trading. Wealthy counrries could be colonised by making them poor.
me

He said that when acountry became poor, its politics by
unstable aad 4 fight for power ensued. The Western attack on the
country’s cconomy would contnue unal a Jeader was chosen wha
would submit to the wishes of the foreign powers and be prepared
to have his country once again colonsed. When this happened the
ceonomy would be open for foreign funds to acquire major local
companics.

I Mahathir warned that i Malaysia had o resort o IMFE assis-
tance, it would be required to open up the Malaysian economy “ 100
percent to foreigners”. Foreigners would then not only have 100 per
cent equity in Malaysian companies and banks but also carry out
business i Malaysia without Malaysin participation. He said
Malaysians might be given “lower-rung positions” bur foreigners
would forever hold semior positions because they would ¢l the
nation’s people were mcompetent. There would no longer be any
bumiputra quotas because the foreigners nuntaned the NEP was
aninjustice and unaceeptable to their beral democracy. There
would no longer be any bumiputra bilhonaires or millionarres with
their Mercedes, private jets and uxury yachis, The forcigners would
get rid of “all those who are accused of being political leaders’
cromies’ and the vest would be paid “salaries commensurate with
their limited abilities”. The millionaires and billionaires would all
be forcigners and Malaysians would come under foreign rule.
D Mahathir declared passionately that this was not samething he
was making up to tfrighten Malays but the seenario desired by the
critics of the NEP and the Malaysian leadership. If we try to imagine
the situanion in Malaysia without the NEP. this is the seenario that

we will get”

Flaving put fear m the hearts of Malays that they might lose their
ceonomie, educational and employment privileges, Dr Mahachir
then attacked those who echoed Western condemuation of
cronyism and the NEP He said it was strange that people who were
taken in by the Western accusations were those who had benefired

from the NEP: in education, high positions in government and share
disbursements because they were bunuputras. 1f they had had o

conpete agamst the non-humiputras, chances were they would not
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have gained scholaships, or bigh positions i government, or shares.
In a renark with paracolie nicanmy for Zahid, he stggested critics

should look at themselves before accusing others of being cronivs.
And m g sumnnng up of the fate thar conld befll Malavs, he
declared: They qre tryig to destrov all thar we have buile, the devel-
opments we have achieved and the corporate fgures we have
nurtured. Therr mitention s to enslave the Malays and other humipu-
tras once

I Insspeech. De Mabiathine also reatfiemed Jus deteriinaton
not to accept the Wests preseriptions for the troubled economy:

He said that hoping for nurket forces 1o create a stable currency
exchange rate, stible ceonomy and stable politics was the same as
not doing anything and leaving everything to fate, While expressing
confidence that the government could deflect the attacks against
Malaysia and redevelop the country, he did not reveal the preseripe
tions that would be applied 1 another two montlis. The speech
was warnily applanded and delegates unanimously sdopted 1 motion
supporting it

The next day. DF Maluithir Taunched a second offensive i lis
counterattack agamst Zahid and Anwar, using a4 seapon that ook

his opponents by surprise. Lists of the sharcholders of companics
awarded government projects under its privatisation scheme were
distributed o dele
dors of the Putra World Trade Centre. venue of the general assembly:
Dr Mahathir sad the lists were released in response 1o allegations
thar the government had practised nepotism and cronyism in
awarding contracts, With manifest satistaction he observed: “There

ares and posted on noticeboards i the corri-

have been aceusations that privatisation s benefited only « few
friends and cronies of the Prime Minister, mavbe also the Deputy
Prime Minister, so-we provide these lists o show who got the
Privatisation projeets. There are literally hundreds of them,” There
was no way he could “be very intimate with [all of] them’, he
remarked. He also pomted out that the name of s son Mokhzan
was on the list, so people could see how many hundreds of times’
he had been given projects. His son’s name, linked ta only one

Project, was included along with those of relatives and supporters
of Anwar and other well-known personalities. Zahid was shown as
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the mujority shareholder of a company awarded a government
construction praject. While somne politieias and businessmen were
unhappy to have their activities made public, Dy Maharhir had destroyed
Zahid's arguments. Pro-Anwar delegates who had been expected
Lo speak ap insupport of Zahid were wavering after Dr Mahathir's
warnings about the threat to Malaysia’s independence. They were

routed when he released the lists showing the beneficianes of
privatisation

Anwar himself did ot have 4 word to say in suppore ol his flag
bearer, leaving him to “swing in the wind’. as one delegate put it
He was 4 model of reetitude at the general assembly. Tughing at
D Mahathir’ joke
speculation that he was plaining to challenge the president.
Dr Mabathir Tet him get away with his portrayal of innocence. At
apresy conference, e promised to support Anwar i he were ¢hal-
lenged for the deputy president’s post at the UMNO elections
m 1999, Anwar was then asked whether he would support

congratulating him on his speech ind dismssing

Dy Mahathie if the president were challenged. No one present.
including the Prime Minister. could have failed to notice the deputy
leaders carcful linguage, which left open his future options. He said
Te had ‘made specific reference to the mater” m his speech o the

youth and women’s wings of the party the previous day In fact all
he had said on that vecasion was that UMNO “must stand unired
with the leadership” headed by Dr Mahathir, Asked direcdy af he
planned to challenge the president, Anwar did not reply with @

simple yes or no’. He said: At no tinie did Tmake any reference
to the possibility of challenging the president. It is only the inter-
pretation of some of you, espectally the foreign media

Few delegates failed to concludé that Zahid's ateack on cvonyism
and corruption was intended to set the stuge for a challenge to the
presidents Jeadership and remarks by several speakers brought the
matter further o the open. A supreme council meniber, Affifuddin
Omar. likened developments to an invasion of the northern Malay
state of Kedah several hundred vears ago by Stam (Thatland).
He recalled that a “whispering brigade” was sent in ahead of the
nmain gronp to soften up the Ml
of the mvineibility of the Stamese fore

is by glving extravagant accounts
The strategy broughe fear
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and disregration’ to the Malay ranks. His implication was that
y to try to toree the

Anwar’s people had adopred o similar strate,
retiremient of Dy Malathir, who hails from Kedah. Sanusi Junid,
Mahathir supporter and Anwar foe. put Affifuddm’s allegorical refer-
ence to the Stmese whisperimg brigades into a4 contemporary
context by asserting that two weeks before the general assembly an
CUMNO Jeader” had been spreading a false report that 4 miajorty
of party divisions no longer supported Dr Mahathir: that 30 members
of parliament would soon ask hum tostep down: and that univer-

sity students would demonsteate and call for his resignation. Sanusi
issued a warning, tempered with 3 jokey manner, to Anwar, He sad
. because he way

he did not e Anwar, as sone people had alleg
a childhood friend. "But if he wants to bring down Dr Mahathir,
he wll lave to see me firse”

At the closing sesston of the UMNO general assembly,
Dr Mahathir said the lists of people who had benefieed from the
government’s privatsation schemes and affirmative action
progranumes showed that cronyism and nepotism were not major
problems in Malaysia, He sud s children we
everyone ele’ ind. ignoring the ASEAN convention of eschewing
criticisim ol fellow members, referred disparagingly to the ccononic
activities of the Indonesian First Family. While 1r Mahathir did not

name President Subarto, who had stepped down a month carlier,

neighbouring country’. it was
He stated:

or Indoresta, speaking anly of
apparent to which nation and leader he was alluding
National car. the clove monopoly, toll roads. Everything belongs to
his children. That'is surely nepotism or cronvisn. But it is a different

situation in Malaysia!

This was Anwar’s cue to make, once again. 4 grovelling commit-
ment of lovalty to the party president. Denying any rift berween
them, he stressed the need for party amry and reated o pocms.

The first said his fidelity had not changed, it was “only people
spreading poison”. The second warned against any actempt to under—
mine his loyalty to.and support of, Dr Mahathir. However. i Anwar
thought he could carry on as waual, he was soon to find out this
was not the case, Th
assembly, the Prime Minister’s Departnient announced that Daim

days atter the conclusion of the geticral
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Zainuddin had been appoimted Spectal Functions Minister. He now
had full ministerial rank in addition to his roles as cconomic adviser
o the government and executve director of the National Economic
Action Council (NEAC). Dr Mahathie rationalised the move by
saving it would cnable the new minister to-expliih NEAC deci-
sions to the cabinet, adding tha withour minstertal rank Daim
would find it difficult to deal with foreign minsters on trips abroad.
But the appommment was widely seen to have significantly reduced
srlier i the year, brushing off suggestnons by

Amwar’s intluence.
journmalists that statements by the Printe Minister were contradicting
his pronouncenients, Anwar had declared: U in charge of coononne
matters” That claim was now in doubt. 1 Mahadkiir confirnied that
with Dami’s support he was calling the shots on the cconamy. When
Journalists asked how the new appointnient would affect decision
making, he said: ‘Domesticallv. 1 have full canerol”

Just two days after nepotism was the hot topic ar the general
assermbly, UMNO member Ismail Kassim was nominated as the
ruling Natonal Fronts candidate i a by-clecuon for the: parlia-
mentary seat of Arau.in Perlis Stare, which had never fallen to the
of the Chief Minister of Perlis,

opposition. lsmail was the brothe
Sahidan Kassim, who ¢laimed he had had nothing to do witly his
siblings selection. On polling day,
the UMNO leadership was out of touch with the public mood.
Malaysians did nat need Anwar or Zahid to highlight nepatisim,
cronyism and corruption: In Arau, former UMNO supporters
chy m not only failing

voters showed the extent to which

rebelled agamst the arrogance of the hiera
to deal with these ssues. but m thumbing their noses at people
demanding change. The supposedly safe seat fell to Part Islam
se-Malaysta by 12 864 votes to 1] 541, 1t was the first time PAS
had won a parliamentary seat in Perlis. Dr Mahathir refused to
congede that nepotisnt wag a factar in the PAS victory. stating that
ted candidate was the Chiet

just a coincidence that the defe

Mimister’s brother. The Arau by-election outcome was a warning
signal which the leaders of UMNO disregarded. It underlined o
growing discontent among Malays over party failings, including the
spreading disease of money polities and the increasing mfluence of
corporate chiefs in plice of the teachers and other respected
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members of rural communities who were its carly core members.
The Avwar atlair intensitied their feolings of disgust with UMNO
and drove them mto the arms of the opposition.

Meanwhle, Dr Malathir still had some use for Anwar.
Recognsing the importance of his deputys friendship with govern-
mentand corporate leaders i the West. he announced that he would
Tead one of two road shows abroad to drum up invesunent support,
The other was headed by Daim. But while Anwar was overseds,
Dr Mahathir completed the purge of Anwar supporters in the media
that he had begun some months carlier. Withim days of each other,
Nazri Abdullah, group cditor of Be

it Harign, who had been
hanging onto his position by his fingernails sinee he carned
Dr Mahathiry displeasure i January, and Johan Jaaffar, editor-in-
chiet of the Urusan Melwu Group, were forced o resigm. Both
owed their jobs to the Depury Prime Minister. Johan Jaatfyr had
been hand-picked by Anwar i 1992 to take charge of the Utusan

Melayu Group, one of the largest newspaper compames, which is
controlled by UMNO. Jaatfar bid replaced Zamuddin Maidin, who
had been appointed 4 senator and became a strong defender of
Dr Mahathir. Editorials i Ursun: Malapsia, the group’s lagship
newspaper, had echoed the criticism: of nepotism and cror
raised by Zahid. With Jaaffar’s departure. Zamuddin returned to
Utusan as deputy execuove chairman, while Khalid Mohamad, the
deputy editor-in-chief. took over Johan's job as group cditor-in-
chief. In April 2001, Zamuddin gave substance to conjecture

surrounding Anwark medin role. saying that from his experience,
“political influence in government [sic] newspapers before the
former DPMY (deputy prime minister) dismissal in 1998 was very
serious”. He stated: “Newspapers were e fact controlled by the
DPMS office” Denying that anyone had been pressured o resign.
Dr Mahathir said: *Editors come and go” However, he delivered a
sharp attack on the Malaysian media and specified how he expected
the nesspapers to operate. He enjoined th Malwysin media not
to imitate 1ts counterpart in the West, where news reports were

written “without any consideration of marality and the implications
on society” wind aimed only at making the writers and newspapers
Popular. Dr Mahathir proposed that the forure traming of reporters
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should focus on their responsibility o society rather i on how
they could make 4 e for themselves.

During the monthrof August, there was a growing seose of events
mounting to 4 final political showdown between the Prige Minister
and Ins deputy. At a press conference on 7 August, Anwar denied
mereasingly persistent rutmours that ie was about to resigin. But he
showed less confidence than usual when asked if he were firmly m
charge of his finance portfolio. Fle answered: Yeso i way, We are
dealing with a ditficult cconome sieuation. You would expect the
PM to be invalved” At the same time, police investigations of the
50 Dafil book were going ma direction more fraugl for Avwar
than the author. A businessman and tennis partner of Anwar,
Solaimali Nallakarappan, who was alleged i the book o have
arranged sexial Hatsons for the Depury Printe Minister. sas arrested
and on 12 Angust eligrged i court ander che fpteral Secnpry A

with unlawtul possession of 125 rounds of live ammunition. i

ath sentence.

offeiice carrying 4 mandatary d
The Nalla case” was one of the most curious aspects of the entire

Anwar affair. [t was subsequenidy diselosed that police found the
bullers while conducting a search of Nallakaruppan’s house. He said
he had forgotren he had the bullets, which sere for the use of
licensed gun he had kept for the nunaging direetor of the company
cmploying him, Fle had retarned the gun but not the ampnumtion
in 1991, Six months later Nallakaruppan pleaded guilty to an
amended charge under the Apms A of having 125 rounds of ammiu-
sentenced to 42
months! imprisonment. On § October 1999, he was freed when the

uition without 4 permit at s house and w.

Court of Appeal allowed his appeal aganst his sentence.
In September 1998, before Anwar was arrested. Nallakaruppan
sssued a statement through his lawyer denying that he was ever
involved in any sexual impropriety or had tiken Anwar to proper-
tes where the alleged sexual wysts had taken place. He sad: "My
fault, i it can be deseribed as one. ds that T played teniis with s
great man. 4 fact known to many and now exploited by a fow!
When he walked out of a court a free man a year laber,

Nullakaruppan said to reporters:“1 thank God. my counsel and my
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wite Tawtll come buck but T won't play tennis any more because of
my health?

A day before Nallikaroppan's first court appearuice. Anwar
prassed Dr Mahathir effusively at o Penang finction, which was also
attended by the Prime Mimster. It appeared 1o be o desperate
arrempt 1o g onte his job, which was laoking increwsingly at
risk. He called on people to stand tirmly behmd the Prime Mimster
and give him thewr support to overcome the nition’ economic prob-
lems. He said Bewanted o show his loyalty and love to Dr Muliathir,
to whom he way indebted. Dy Mahathie ad “vast experience” and
his style of palitics was

straordinary' Compared with him, Apwar
a mere student” "1 Know 1t 15 impossible to fight 4 teacher, what

WS

more a father. Lwish to ke this opportunity to quash any rumours,
If these rumours continie, they must orgiate frony people who
have bad intentions. who want to cause o fight and weaken the party
and the country” When Anwar said cleven UMNO division leaders
in Penang had agreed to nominae Dr Mahathir tor the presidency
at the party polls the following year. the Prime Minister joked that

he hoped they would also wive him their vores swhen the ballot was
held. But behind the smiles, the tension was rising and Anwar's
I
renewed pledge of lovalty was too late 1o save hin
Throughout the month of August, the plunging economy. the
political uncertaiinty and the cruption of a new row with
Singapore—witly which Malaysiy se

med always to be it odds—
created an uneasy atmosphere and fuelled wild rumours, In July, at
the annual mecting of ASEAN foreign ministers in Manily, Thai
Foreign Minister Surin Pitsuwan proposed thir the organisation’s

policy of non-intervention in the meernal affairs of member staces
be replaced by *flexible engagement’. He wid there should be open
and frank discussion when problems arose in one member state that
affected others. 1t was a proposal 1 line with ideas advanced by
Anwar and firmly rejected by v Mahathir. Indonesia, Malaysia and
Singapore all rebutfed the Thai mitiarive \II)".||M\H‘~ Foreran
Minister, S. Jayakuniar, sid the "ASEAN way” was ‘to muite differ-
ences” while his Malaysian counterpart, Abdullah Badiwi, depiceed
it as not “criticising loudly” or ‘posturing adversarnlly™. But on the
return of the Malaysian and Singaporean foreign ministers to their
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nattons capitals, ASEAN wentility was forsaken for sharp public
exchanges at the officil level and e the media

The dispute was over o Malaysian-operated ruhway station
the iskmd republic. Under b 999-vear lease granted i 1918 o the
Federation of Malaya, which became Malaysia. the Koala Lumpur
govermment held 200 heetares of Tnd i Sigapore for the purpose
of operating a railway service. It comprised several preces of prime
Sigapore real estate. meluding the downtosn terminus at Tanjong
Pagar. New heat in i long-running dispute over the futuse of these
properties was generated when Singapore shitted its customs and
immigrations aperations front Taijong, Pagar to prenises at the
border between the two countries and mdicated that Madaysia had
d o the new arrangement. Denying this, Malaysian officuals
ried that Smgapore wanted to shut down operations at Tanjong

Pagar and take back all the Malwystan properties on the grounds the
Tand was no longer being used for rlway purposes

I Simgapore, Mr Jayakumar warned inparhiament of “serious
comsequences” it Malaysia did not change its stand and 4 senior
Malaysian Foreign Ministry official said Kuala Lunipur would "view
wravely any disruption of the railway operations.

Blasting Malaystay “bristling nationalism’ Times
newspaper. which s seldom vut of step with: governmient policy.

ngapore s Stiits

accused the Malaysians of breaking an agreenient “between sover-
cign stares” and, inacomment very much ar varianee with the
ASEAN wiy. suggested this could harm it neighbour’s international
standing. It ated down-
wards with devastating effect by international credit agencies”. Soon

id Malaysia® sovercign credit” could be 're

after this aminaus pronouncement, rating agencics Moodys and
Standard & Poory did just that. Dr Mahathir delivered @ warning
to Singapore: 'Do not ke for granted vur good-naturedness.” At

the end of the month. Singaporeans were 1o find out that Kuala

Lumipur’s ‘good-nituredness’ had evaporared, resultng ma major
blow to their stock marketand the freezing of their Malaystan invese
ments.

Meanwhile i nnd-August, D Mahathir set oot ona nation-
wide tour ‘to inform the people about the economic problems”and
prepare the ground for the unprecedented fimancial developments

78 TUE SOAATRR ey




he aned Daim were planning. Iy Kot Kindbalu, the capieal of Sabalh,
he said the government needed the people’s “unwavering support
and confidence” it undertook to revive the cconomy. He warned
that the government might be taking + number of nicasures that
could shock Malaysians. "W may feel frightened or doubtful as
whether they will benefit us and whether they will help overcane
our cconomic problems. But helieve e, every time we act. we
think abour it deeply and ensure the approach is anly tor the people’s
benefir”

As Dy Mahathir was concluding his national tour, supporters of
Anwar were reported to e holding special pravers for the Deputy
Prime Minister. This ny have been prompred by the sudden

interest of some UMNO figures not known to be close friends of
Anwar i the sste of morality, In o speech in s role s president
of the Malaysian Assoctation of Youth Clubs, Sanust urged leaders
who indulged i mmonl acavites to step down. The only leader
then facing any questions relating to morality was Anwar, becanse
of the allegations - 50 Dalil. Sanust swid. Malaysias should not
allow thensselves to be influenced by evenies i the United States
where President Clinton, whose frolic with Mamca Lewinsky ad
ateracted disapproving attennion i Malaysia, haped Americans
would allow him o remain i office ‘s i is immoral character
was not important” Another old foe of Anwar, Abdullih Badaw,
added to the wrowing pergeption that the deputy leader, ar the very
least, could no longer Jook forward to suceeedimg 1r Mahathr
He also reterred to Clinton and said Malaysiais would not aceeptsuch

aleader “as he does not have the credibility to he one’. Malaysuins,

he said, could not have o leader swho had been impliciced in stich
acts. When o Malaysian journalist asked him whae sueli o leader

should do, he sad it sould be *best for i to resign”. Badaw also
nated that while Malaysia was Licing 4 battle to restore its econony.

l.

Malaysians must be united. adding: " There can only be one gen

not two,

While these party leaders seemed to be relling Anwar to resign.
A top government officer appeared to it ar another, gitimmer
prospeet ahead for the Deputy Prinne Minister. On 22 August. the
Attorney-General. Mohtar Abdullah, who would Lieer Lancl) the

FROPECE G0 QNI MENTOR ™



prosecution of Anwar in his two triab. released a paper cutitled “1he

Prosecution Policy of the Attorney-Generals Chambers™, as “parts
of efforts to be more transparent within the Tanits permiteed by the
L' At a press conference, he said there night be more arrests m
connection with police investigations it 50 Dalil, following the
Laying of charges agamst Khahd Jafr the author. and Nallakaruppan
Mohtar siid the decision’ to prosecute anyone was based on
evidence, regardless of whether those volved were leaders of the
ruliing coalition, the opposition, senior governnient officals or top
corporate figures. He said: " There is no fear or faivour. W act strictly
o the faces and evidence” On 30 August, Mohtar featured in press
phatographs with a4 judicial commissioner naned Augustiie Paul

on the oceasion of the later’s formal installation as a judge of the
High Coure. The new judge would later gam mternational expo-
sure when he presided at Anwars corruption trial,

Meanwlnle, Anwar had miore reason to feel beleaguered. As the
economy showed 4 second quarter contraction of (.8 per cent, the
Prime Minister's pref prevaled. Bank Negara
cut its main rate from 10 per cent to 9.5 per cent. Within the central
bank, the bankers who had encouraged Anwar to toe the IMF ine
found their views were no longer accepred m cabinee. And when

rate palic

Dr Mahathir and Daim presented to theny their plin to stabilise the
cconomy the central bankers argued against it in van. Continuing
to prepare the public for his audacious cconomic programmie,
Dr Mahathir said Malays
includimg the foreign miedia, on how to revive its economy: Certain

a did not need advice from foreigners,

parties outside the country, he suggested. were disappointed hecause
Malaysia could stll defend wts economy without having to call on
the IME but Malaysia would neversurrender’ to the agency. He said
Malaysia would revive the cconomy inits own way

O 28 August, the Finsnce Mimstey issued a brief statement to

the press announcing that Bank Negara governor Ahmad Mohamad
Don and his deputy, Fong Wen Pliak, had both tendered their resig-
nations. The statement said Zea Akhrar Aziz had been appointed
as acting governor It gave no explanation for the resignations. The
New Stra s said it was reliably Jearned that the

be

resigned

ause they were unhappy with the government’ decision to lower
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interest rates. But e his ook, The Mulupsian: Chrrency Crisis.
Dr Mahathir linked their resignations directly to the currency
controls that were o follow. He wrote thar
_made by the Governor of the central bank and his deputy 1o stop

last muinute bid was

the control measures .. Both of them resigned. The government
had to quickly authorise the Assistant Governor to act as head of
the central bank and to implement the measures” The resignations
anderlined the weakened status of Anwar, who had litde w say

—

except to tell peaple not to pay heed to foretgn speculations and

deny
Events signalling the final repudiation of IMT

ain that he was quitting.

woured policies

and Anwar’s financial leadership followed in quick succession.
As Malaysia celebrated its Natonal Day on 31 Angust, che Kuala
Lumpur Stock Exchange (KLSE) announced the meroduction of
“incistve new measures”. Ther main impact was to hmie trading on
KLSE-listed shares to the local bourse, swhich meant KESE no longer
recognised transactions on Singapore’s Central Limie Order Book
(CLOB). It was a devastating blow to more than 170 000 Singaporeans
who had invested in Malaysian shares, CLOB was institgited
following Malaysia’s decision to break a long=standing allinee
between the KLSE and the Stock Exchange of Smgapare (SES),
which resulted mn the delisting of more than 180 M.
ters on the island republic’s bourse i 1990, The split reduced the
naumber of shares listed on the SES by halll. the Singapore markets

ST Coun-

size by about « third and business volume by some 40 per cent
Singapore responded by setting up CLOB wath 134 Malaystan stocks
and six Hong Kong stocks, which w
supposedl r
From the ourset. Malaysia said it did not recognise CLOB and
considered it an ill et Kuala Lumpur repeatedly called on
Singapore to close CLOB, but it contimied o operate with the
blessing of local authorities. Malaysians suggested that Singapore’s
inaction was due to the fact thit CLOB accounted for 40 1o 60
per-cent of total trading in the island marker.

With the anslaught of the regional econonue crisis. official vorces

a token gesture to the

cter of the new over-the-counrer trading.

in Kuala Lumpur became more strident in their condemnation o
CLOB, which they fingered as the centre of unbridled foreign
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shorting” of Malaysian shares. The National Feononmie Action
Couneil, shich was set up to tackle the collapsing Malaysian cconom:
announced that “as a matter ot national imrerest, the authortes musy
address the growing domination of CLOB'. They did so on 31
August. In Febriary 2000, protracted negotations mvolving the two

exchanges and priviate Malaysian groups Indding o take over the
frozen shares at a discount fimally produced an arrangement which
most of the Smgaporean mvestors were prepared w accept. It called

for the staggered release of the shares for mading or selling dircetly

fectve
Capital, a company headed by Akbar Khan. ¢ well-connected tveoon
with terests in Sy

through the KLSE. with mvestors paying a transter fee to

pore. Malayaia and other countries. The

CLOB atfair put new stras on thee dieasy: Simggpore-Malaysid
relationship and some Singaporcans complaned about the deal. Bue
CLOB mvestors benefited fromy the delay i the release of the shares.
By carly 2000, the stock markets recove

v from the gloomy days
of 1998 meant thae their worth had doubled from aboue Ms10
billion to MS20 billion.

A day atter the deep-freczing of the CLOB shares, M
slapped controls on the corrency tradng tae De Mahathir Tad

Alaysia

blamed tor the collapse of the cconomy. Bank Newgara announced
tiat from 1 October the Malaystan ringgit would no longer be rrad
able overseas and thae the central bank would soon introduce a fixed
exchange rate (or the currency. It was eventually pegged ar 3.8
ringgit to the US dollar. Under new rules. halders of ninggat
overseas bunks would have to bring their funds back within a month
orsee thei lose their value. Foreigners would be required to obtan
Bank Negaras permission to convert ringgit in extennal accounts
mto foreign currencies, Bank Negara expluned that the measus

were introduced to T

i mionetary independence and insulate the

Malaystn cconomy from the prospects of further deterioration m
the global ccononiie and financial environment™. In another move,
mvestors in the stock marker were not permitted to cash in their

share oldings for a year.

An important benefit of the govermment action was that it gave
Malaysia freedom to implement a lower nterest rute palicy to
retlate the economy. The Siapore Business: Tiges called ae o bold
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but high-risk gamble™ But many Western financial nualysts decried

jr in commentaries disparaging towards Dr Mahathir. In The
Malaystan Currency Crisis, Dy Mahathie said the primary abject
of Malaysias selective exclimge cantrol regime was for Malavsia to

‘regain control of its cvonomy fronn the curreney speculators and
manipulators” so that Malaysians coulid “decide the desting of
Malaysia™.

Inpaspeech o Symposium of the First Anniversary of Curreney
Control i Kila 1Tumipur, e Mahathir said that hetore deciding
on controls, Malaysia had ‘tried practically everything . . - And every-
thing we tried failed Dr Myhathse sid that when the real economy

began to collapse, they had ‘made 4 horrible mistake’. The govern-
ment had adopred whar was called, " The IMF package without the
IMF™. He said that ‘under the finese IME advice” the government
had cut fiscal spending when it should have mtroduced 1 deficir
budget, something Malaysia could well afford after years of
budgetary surpluses, The banks should have been lett alone but,
instead the six-month non-pettormmg loan regnne was rediced
three-months and after the stitunons were told not to lend money
for so-called non-productive activities they “stopped Tending alto-
gether™. Dr Mahathir said the government was told that the markens
would not see the rerurn of confidence unul they saw biood. “We
obliged but it was never enough. Blood. imare blood st be spile,
The currency fell in value from 2.5 ringgae to the US dollar to 4.5,
while the collapse of the stock murket resulted in market capitali-
sation diving fram M$800 billion o M$300 billion.

Dr Mahuathir took evident delight in recalling thar ollow e the
introduction of currency controk, i senior White House ofticial
describod the turn of events in Malay

st as a tragedy and predicred

the measures would be a'spectacalar falure’. Time niigazine quoted

a Bangkok-based expert as saving: “Mahathir is turning Malaysia
into a Burma! Business Tk said thesteps taken could rim down
foreign reserves, making devaluation likely and prompring
restrictions’ Dr Mahathir sard the ‘grear cconomist Milton
Friedman’ described Malaysia’s move s “the worst possible clivic
But Malaysias “unorthodox. bold and strong measures” stopped the
€conomic rot, At the time of Dr Maliathirs speech, the stock
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ket capitalisation’ had visen o MFSOU Iillion while toreen
reserves, which amounted to US$20 billion w August 1998, stoad
at US$32 ballion. Many financial analysts who at first eridiensed the
measures taken by Malavsia subsequenty agreed dhiae they stabilised
the cconomy: I February 2001, Michael Dee, Morgan Stanley Dean
Wirter’s Singipore-based reglonal ¢hiel, sud the capital controls
introduced by Dr Mahathir had worked for Malvsia. "And they
never ok 4 dime from the IMIZ

But at the time of their introduction. the measures sent shock
waves through the region, A Reuter report sad Astn was rocked by

ancarthquake when Mulaysia‘iiposed draconian foreigh excliange
controls and sent investors flecing regional markets”. However. the
imipact of Dr Mahatlir's cconomic recovery progratnnie was i nnor

tremor compared with the stunning joltof the extraordinary polit-
1cal developments which followed within days of the imiposiion of
currency contrals.
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5 | The axing of
an heir

\m\.lr'~ role as the mumber two leader cm
bruptly to an end on 2 Seprember 1998
Rumours surroanding his futare and the mroduction of fineidl

measureswhich ran counter to the policies he had championed had
led people to anticipate some action agamst hing But Malaysians
were nevertheless shocked to pick up’ their newspapers on
3 Septentber and discover that the man who had been deputy prime
minister and anointed successor - the Prime Mitister had been
removed tron office. Greater shocks were to follow. On successive
days, Anwar was sacked. then expelled fom UMNO, He was no
longer Depury Prime Minister. Finance Minister or party deputy
president. In 4 blink. the second most powerful man i the country
had become merely a vulnerable cinzen

Anmwars sacking was announced on the night of 2 Seprember
in a brief statement issued by Bermama, the nationd] news ageney.
No reasons were given for his dismissal, The N
it was ot immediately clear w hy he was removed bu for a year
he had been “battling allegations of sexual mipropricties followir
the release of a letter in August last year and the publication of 4
book entitled “500 Reasons Why Anwar Cannot Become PM™

Straits “Timws sid

PR ANING 08 AN 1ETI 8



Suddenly the sexuil allegations were tking o life they had not
had a year carlier when they wore dismnssed by the Prime Minister
and the chiet of police, And yer nothing had changed an the fae
of it exeept for their restiternent in 30 Dalil

Oneof the most rivermg elements in the evens of carly September
was the instant transforniation: of Anwar from suave

Atiitble, senior member of the hicrarchy, who had been publicly

sophisticated.

nggatiating and subservient towards his mentor. the Prime Mimster,
into a fierce ant-establishnent rebel, He went quickly on the attack.
Shortly before nine o'clock on the night of his dismisal. Anwar
addressed @ grotip of fallowers at s official residence. They were
mainly members of UMNO Youh and from the Muslim vouth
movement, Abtim, from which he had drawn his core support m
the past. He said that he wasa victim of 4 pulitical consprracy—a

claim that was 1o become the refrain of his defence againse his

acensers, He also said he might be arrested under the Interal Security
et and called on - hus supporters o b calm.

Soon after Anwar’s dismissal was announced, the police chiet,
bt Noor, was asked by journalists whether the former deputy
prime minister way being mvestigated on the basis of the contents
of 300 Dalit. Rathim answered that several things were mentoned
the book relating to Anwar. so narurally mvestigations would cover
Tim as well s the author. Whether the reports would lead to Anwar
being charged incourt would ‘depend on the outcome of the inves-
tigations”. No ane i i sentor position spoke out on Anwars behalt.
Iather. newspapers teatired statements frony UMNO officials and
qate leaders urging the public to support the decision to sack Anwar.
Maost significant was the comment by Najb Tun Razak, the

Feucation Minister. UMNO Vice President and member of Anwary
«d Dr Mahathir had studied i
detail all the facts betore making the decision, and called on people

Vision Tean. who said hie belie

to give the Prime Mimster thei “full rrust and remain solidly hehind
b’

Abdul Razak Baginda, exceutive divector of the Malaysian
Strategic Research Centre, which was founded by Najib. believes

Anwar had a*false notion of his popularity”, which Ted him to believe
senior party people would support him. He told me Anwar “never
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got key prople on hus side”. Razak recalled that when Tengha
Razaletuh unsuceesshilly challenged Dr Mahathir in 1987, he lad
asignificant number of semar people supporting him, meluding his
runing miee, Musa e, as well as Abdullaly Badiawt and Rais
Yatin Ruizak said=In 1998 when Anwar fell, when he was removed
from office in September, he never got anyone, No one was willing

to cross the line. Had Atwar been able 1o, persuade five, six cabimer
members to cross the foe, things could have been drpnatieally
changed. He never got the stipport” Anwar tiade the mistake of not
consulting anyone. It he had. he would have learned thar ey
thought thatwhi he did [ tryimg t oust Dr Mahathir] was wrong'
Razak said that while hie personally camie to the conclusion that

ot

‘what they did to Anwar was enuirely wrong”, he thonght it was also
fwrong Tor Anwar to have tiken that step against Mahathie

Fnean, it you think about it Mahachie must have (ele really hure

It fike a fadhier and woson: A tieher s deep touble and the son

thoughie that it was the sight tine o kill the Fthe

Ruzak sud that in the period leading towards the UMNO
general assembly of 1998, Dr Maludhir was very valierable” as
result of the events i Indonesta and the failing cconomy: He said:
“And here you have s deputy. his Joyal depary. whon Dr Malatir
had nurtured and tiken o the party despire protests from @ lot
of prominent UMNO members, starting to move against him. Now,
T think this 73-year-old man was bieterdy Fure by that and that was
it/ Razak heleves Dr Mahathir would not have reactod so strongly
against Anwar it lns deputy had nov started the campatgn againse
him. During the ccanomic ciisis of 199798, Anwar should have
remained loval and steadfast to Mahathi”

Razak smd cven people who thought it might be time for
Dr Malthir to g were opposed tothe action tiken by Auwar, adding:
“In UMNO, you do no kill a prime mimseer—ar Teast ot so Mataiely”
He said that while some UMNO elders were uncomfortable with

Arwars liberal policies and style. his succession was ensured betire
he made his gl for power. The Jobwis his. Everyone knew that

¢ Was going to he prime minister. But Anwar was impatient. Razik
said: At sowe point, he had this self

worandisement. e thoughie
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he was 4 great person. Americans were urging hing on. The mier-
ational medin was playing him up. Obviously he thovighe he was
there, He thought it was the right tine o seize the moment. But
he thought wrong!

Anwar was expelled from UMNO at - four-and-a-hali hour
meeting of the supreme council o the night of 3 Seprember. Agam
no one spoke upfor him, While the disquict of Anwars peers aver
his push for power was part of the cause of his wsolation, as Razak
observed, there was amother factor that deterred any supreme council
member from taking his side. Thae was Dr Malachirs authority as
UMNQ president and his clear determination o rid the party of
his offending one-time heir. Anyone who stood in his way was
likely to find himself berett of any influence or standing in the party.
The only backing for Anwar came from outside the senior party
ranks. After Dr Mahathir announced the supreme council action.
several hundred of Anwars supporters from UMNO Youth and

Abim demionstrated at the entranee to the parry headquarters, They
houted ‘Long live Anwar', jecred Mahathiy supporters on the
supreme conncil and threw erampled picces of paper. plastic water
botdes and cups in the direction of the Prine Mimister and other
officials as they entered their cars inder the protection of riat police

That day also there were developrents mthe Nallakaruppan
case. A police officer from the Criminal Investigation Department,
Musa Hassan, filed an affidavie in the High Court m relation o the
case involving Anwars former tennis partier. Although no charges

hiad been laid against Anwar as yet, the detils of the affidavit wer
spread over the front pages of the nation’s newspaper
reports on Anwar’s expulsion from UMNO: Under the heading,
cw Straits Times

wgether with

~DPM inplicated i sexual misconduet’, the
wid Anwar’s impropriety included “sadormy with 4 man, illicit sex
and seducing 4 businessman’s wife’. Some of the encounters. it
reported, were alleged to have been faciliteed by Nallakarappun.
The afiidavit outlined statements by seven witnesses, “including

man who claimed he was sodomised 15 times by Anwar and
wonun who alleged she was paid M§350 by Nallakaruppan after
Taving sex with Anwar’, According to the newspaper the affidavit
lso stated that Anwar had “attempted to seduce the wife of a business-
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man who were hoth in his delegation an o rip to Washington ™.
Anwar was subsequently charged wath o single count of sodomy
No charges were ever Lad aganst him mrclation to the ather alle
gations in the lengghy affidavic, which alsa referred to  driver who
had been asked to “ferch Chitrese, Mexican and Furasian women

and woinien of other races for illicit sexual activities”. two women
~ who rejected his advances and a third who reportedly said she
~ discussed niateers of national polities dfter having sex with Anwar.
After the allegations were printed in the press and implanted m the
minds of the r

wding public, they were never nientioned again.
In a second affidavit. Attorney-General Mohar Abdullah said

the police mvestigations imvolved nanonal securiry: 1 there was prima

facie evidence, Nallakaruppan and/or the natomal leader concerned
could be charged in court under the country’s laws’. These laws,
according to Mohtar, included the Direpnal Secuvary e, Offivral Secregs
Act, Penal Code. Wonen: and Girls Protecrion: Act and Prevention of
Corruprion A The full text of the police officer’s affidavit, shich
the New Straits Times published, made reference o an “aparoment.
Tivoli Villa 1 Bangsar’, to which Nallakaruppan had access as a

director of the company owning it. The apartiment was later o
feature in bizarre testimony given and then wiped trom the record
at Anwar’s first tral. But before there had been any public niove
by the authorties ta bring Anwar to court, the media had put him
in the dock and presented the case tor the prosecation. The issue
of sexual misconduct was no longer a mere allegation but 4 charge
which he was being required o disprove. Whatever the outcome
of any future court case mvolving Anwar, he had been smeared with
enough dirt to severely damage his reputation outside his support
group.

From this point on. there appeared to be close collaboration
between the establishment press and members of the administra

tion an coverage of the Anwar affair, which intensified Tong-standing
public distrust of the media: The Bar Council sud in a statement
that it was dismayed at the Lick of responsibiliny by the media in
- publishing the affidavit and other documents m relation to the
Nallakaruppan case. Their publication was " breach of the rule of
| natural justice and fair play’. As the sag progressed. the main
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newspapers steadily lost credibility with Malaysians. While they
continued to hold readers for 4 tme because they reported exten-
sively on Anwar’s public statements before s arrest and: later
publishied detailed accounts of his triaks, cherr aircalations eventin-

ally suiffered atter Malaysians discovered alternative mtormation

sources on the lnternet and in foreign medin.
At the supreme council meeting, Anwar was mvited to resign
from the party. In view of the potential thicat o his liberty contained

i the atfidavit presented in court thatday, his smartest move would
svem to have been toquit UMNO and take the first flight out o
a foreign country, He would have been welcomed in the United
States, where he would Tave liad no problem i obuining a
appomtment. UMNO officials said Jarer he
would have been allowed to Teave the country, But Anwar chose
to fight the systenn. It was an ill-Gied choice.

comfortable colley

At o press conference after the supreme council mecting.
Dr Mahathir announced e he would act as Finance Mimswer anl
he found o replacement for Anwar. Asked why Anwar had been

sacked from his jobs as deputy prime minister and finance ninister,
1>r Mahathir said ouly that he found him unsuitable” for the two
positions. The details would come Liter. Anwar abso held 4 press
conference at his house, where he said Dr Mahathie had given him
an ultiniatum wo either resim or be sacked, with the posibility of
charges betig brought against b by convoluted remark, he
seened to concede thar his loyalty ta 1Dr Mahathir had been feigned.
although he also sad he ded the Prime Minister as a father.
He asked how it was that anly when e was alleged to be preparing

to challenge the party president he had suddenly “become o threat
1o the country, 4 foreign Jgent, the most corrupt persan’ He added:
U1 had contnued o show my total Tovalty. none of this would
arise)

Newspapers continued to report that the removal of Anwar from

the cabinet and party was supported by UMNO leaders and

members of parlinient. Asked to comment o Anwars allegations

- Nagib said:‘One should not attack the very

of 4 pohueal conspira

systeni whitch one upheld when in
has worked wellD At a press conference on 4 Septeniber. Anwar

vernment service. The system
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announced his intention o make a natonwide wur 1o meet the
people and connter the charges against hint, Fle also anmounced
that arefornn movement was now under way in Malaysia. With tlhis
declaration. the reform theme that he had borrowed fron Tndonesia
was formally installed as a polinel platorm. He was now prepared

to draw more clearly aparallel between the vuster of Tndonesii’s

President Sulirta and the current sitation in Mulaysia, declarin

“The fall of Subarto has precipitated this crisis” Asked whether he
would join PAS, Anwar said he hud not made up s mind, but he
added that PAS president Falzil Noor aid other opposition leaders
had called ar his howse or telephoned hum

Earlier i the days Anwar had sttended Friday pravers ar the
national mosque dressed in i plain white tnie, sirongrand sandals.
like the Pak Sheikh of yore. Anwar, who was displiying 4 nesw spirit
of combativeness ater several weeks of treading softly i an ateempt
to save his job. was every day looking more like the student ctivist
of his youth than the former finunee minister. At his press confer-
ence he said thar at the mosque one could “seise the spontneots

support for the seruggle wwards reform’. Froni the time of his

sacking, there was . thearrical quality to Anwar’s protouncenents,
as if o simple unadorned staement could not comvey the awful
injustice he had sutfered. His oratorical bent assured hing o reeep-
tive audience when he spoke publicly. But his remarks it press
conferences sometimes sounded more des
inforny the journalists. e had only been savked. after all. Later, of
course, he would win widespread syipathy for the worse fite that
befell hin.

Anwar's wife, Azizal, who was seated beside hiin at the press

ted o impress than to

conference was asked whether she belicved the sexual allegarions
against her husband. She said they were baseless and added that
she believed wtally in her husband s inmocence. “This is not 1 politi-
cally correct statement. because | really believe it Tt is ot Just the
Lstand-by-my-man swiff. 1 really believe hum, 1 warried him for
the man he i and for what he stands for Thronghout the period
of Anwar’s arrest and the two trials ahead. Azizah would be the
most credible and adnured person in the Anwar canip.calim (mose
of the timie), steadfust aind courageous m the face of the dramatic

\
\
\
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events thar smatched her from her stable and secure Tite as wife of
o serior Teader and plunged her o o bleak and nightmarish
existence

The sacking of Anwar came as ashock to foreign governments
and abservers as well as to Malaysians. Together with Dr Mahathirs

controls. it shattered the image of

catlier imposition of currenc

Malaysia s the most politically and coonomically stable nation
among the troubled Asian cconomies, In 1997, Malaysia had stood
ot as the cotmtry that seemed better equipped than most ather
ASEAN members, by virtue of its polieal tranguillity and suce

sion artingenents, to weather the regional fnancial storm. Answar
was nat only in line to succeed Di Mahathir as UMNO president
but had also been publicly anointed s heir apparent by the Prime
Minister himsell, The remarkable events surrounding Answar,
however, reinforced the shift in international perceptions of the
country, which perssted cven when the cconomy revovered and
relanive calm returned o the political scene. Anwars friends abroad
have continued to present o juundiced view of Malaysia, which has
huations of the situanon.

coloured many pverseas ¢

I the immediate wake of Anwar's dismissal, foreign nalysts sad

t had created a political vacuum by removing the man widely

considered as the maost capable person among possible candidates
to succeed Dr Mahathie The naton’s international standing was
also undermined by the revelation that the picture of @ harmonious
relationship berween Dr Mahathir and Anwar was 4 charade.
promoted by the government and supported by much of the

Malaysian media. And, it there was any wrach in the sexual allegi-
tions against Anwar, the portray.

Al of Malaysia’s leaders as mdels of
monlity was open to question. Trideed. the uncertainty now seen
to he surrounding Malaysia’s furure was bad for ASEAN, strength-
cning the outade impression that the region was i deep trouble,

from which it would not soon recover. Now. only tiny Singapore.
aimong the members of ASEAN was free froni the serious tribula-
tons of its nenghbours.

The first shots were fired in what was to becamte a major cyber
affemsive by Anwar supporters with the publication on the website
o of two letters which Anwar hadswritten to the Prime
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Mimster towards the end of Augost. They showed e up o the

last minute Anwar was endeavouring desperately o persuade the
mat whom he had tried to depose tosave lum fram the growing
threar to hin pohitival carcer. He did not then link Dr Mahathir o
the conspirators he held responsable for the allegauans agamst hiny,
althouh e was Tater ta brand the Prime: Minister as its master
mind. In the A lerrers dated 235 Angust—most of which s
reproduged helow e demed Teaking government seorets and
implored Dre Mabathic not w et the lies of the envious cause you

to douhe . The second Tetter, dated 28 August, epded supphantly:

4 submit this for your wise consideration. And may God give you
peace i blessings” Betore long the words of esteem wald: be
replaced by excornation of hiv mentor.

On 25 Augist he wrote:

Phe Honowrable Daro” Seri Dr Mahathie Mohama
Dear Dato’ Sery,

1owenld ke e enlighten vou regarding the calummous

e agalise e as 2 person and 4 politician, Considering the
method by which die shnder was spread and the g of 1s
release, Lcannor bur conclude diat it was politically motivated.
Only the two of us can clanty the muddied waters and untngle
the knots,

I'he conspracy to brimg me down through calimmny began

more thind 4 yedr ago with a poian-pen letfer ciroulited so widely
that 1t reached even the small UMNO branches. Normally: [ would
fgrore aceusatons contamed i uisigned arcalars, hue this tine
they were too offensive tobe lett unchallenged. | theretore lodged
Spolice reporton August 13 List year. 1 ogped then thac tie siiear
campaign would stop

Tagine my consternation when [ learned, b tew davs before
the UMNO general assembly, that a person by thie nane of Klialid
Jafrs had written o book whichim part repeated all the posou-pen
lies and that the book would he distributed by the tens of thog
sands at the venue of die asembly, To prevent i, 1 had no choice

but t get 4 court fnjuncuon. Unlike the poison-pen ltter, the

P ANING 0F AN 0y



94

ook carries the manes of an author and o publisher, as it darng,

anyone o challenge the trudh of s contents. 1 ad 10 go 1o courr

o make that challenge: otherwise some teaders would suspect dhat
thiete was trith e the book.

My vontidential secretary, Molamimed Azinn Al made a
police report over the distribution of the bovk. the vontents ol
which are dearly criminally libellous, and Thave appointed a lawyer
to landle 2 civil defamation suic against the author and publisher
I ave since wom an meerocutary mguncton, effective wntl the
case i settled. The mamed suspects are thie anes who shiould be
aibject to police mvestgaton. According 1o the fafermaion A,
the onts s on thetir to prove thietr accusations, o show adnnssible
evidence m court—not rumonr. hearsay or filrications. But y week
after my report was lodged. it became obvivus that the polive were
instead Tooking o my persanal affairs, 1ewas as i) Tad becoie
the suspect. Their current behaviour indicates some malice towards
e Instead of congentrating on the libellous book, they are now
listenig to stores ehurned out by the rumonr nullowhich s gper-
ared by politicians and millionaires who'are ineent on driving o
wedge between the two of us and cuttmg me down.

1 see o piete of contradicrions eiterging, one that is et
thing. 1 do nor abject to the id on the house of Patik Nulla and
Bis arrisst on the justitfication dhat these would help the police m
their mvestition, But | have sice received mmtormation it the
tden was to extract a contession from: him that wonld mermmmare
me in activities that are innoral and disgracetul

1 amn certam that the author of the book would ot lave tade
iip sitech wild and Gntasue accusations il he were not sponsored by
influential personilities willing ro pay him huge sunls of money.

1 have indicated above that there is a factory churmmg put these

lies. And there is no lie more Il o me—and tie others who
are implicated—than the one that says 1 have fathered an illegiti-
wiate child. It shocked mie to hear the police suggest tat Tundergo
w DNA test. Bventullvomy liwyers agreed to the test bur proposed
that it would be sufficient o carry out the test on Azmin, his wate
and the affected child to confirm that the child wssued frony them.
Prawe be to God, it was thus confirmed. The Minister of Seience,
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Fechnalogy and the Eniromnent, Danik L e Ding, limselr
wlephonied wie to give the good iews

Bat now. telephone conversations from my home, which are
recorded by the police, have become anpssie. Tam acciised of
being o foretgn agent. Many staries have been woven regarding
the role of Datuk Nalla, jodeed about all the triends 1 play tennis
with and several of iy officers | play tenms once or iwice 4 week
atthe Tropreana, Kiantor Bangsar There are stanies tat have been
concocted yhour activities hestdes rennis during my fennis hours.
complere witlt the mame of 4 womang 4 ctr registration numbser
and i apartment nuimber at Tivoli Vill They are all fies.

1 play tennis openly, not m secret, begimning around 6,15 pu
and stopping before the maghrib pravers, although 1 would ome

timesstop for maghnb and conmiue with 4 game afterwards, Every

time | play. there are policemen posted outside the cotrt. My tenis
gamnes are never plaved i seeretand ey are abways under poljce
it T have abo been acciised of meeting 4 woman at thy
Flamingo Hotel,a place Thave never set oot on And 1 have been
to the Tival Villa only twice —sccompanied by Azizil 10 vist
my adopted brothor. Suki

1 ligve been told dhat Tinay be cliarged aader the Offtiial Sécts
A What 2 hatiling thought! 1o charge ander this act @ person
who holds the second-mose miportne positioi in govermient is
nothing shart of msulting. 110 were trae that governinent secrets
had Teaked. this would be the tiest tiie i history i dhe e
diste suspet was the M

Please do o er the lies of the enviouy cause vau o donbi ie
They are but 4 polidicul conspiricy

Yours truly.

Anwar brahim

The letter implied that the Minister of Dontestic Trade and Consumer
Aftairs. Megat Junid Ayob, as well as Dainn and Dr Mahathir’s polic-
ical secretary. Abdul Aziz Shamsuddin. were involved in the political
consprracy. All three dented ivolvement, Megat Junid's glaimorous.
actress wite, Norziclah Jalilowas a friend of Umimi Fatilda, who had
sought her help i having the surat terbang—the letter contaming
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sexul alleganons against Anwar—delivered o Dr Mahathie. The
letter found s way to Abdul Aziz. wha disclosed to fepurters
year later that he had passed it on o the Prime Mimster, He said
r Mahathir

Abdul Aziz's relaonship with the Prime Minister went back to

ve it to Anwar, telling him to “read and destroy i

1975, when Dr Mahathiv, who was then Education Minister.
recruted hin fresh our of university as a special ofticer. In 1981,
when Dr Mahathir became Prime Minister, e made Abdul Aziz
Ty polineal secrerary At the tne of their first mectng, Abdul Aziz
wa president of the University of Malaya’s Malay Language
Association. As Education Munster, Dr Mahathir wanted hum to
counter the growing anti-governnient agitation fostered by another
stident. Anwar Thrahim. Recalling his muroduction to Dr Malathir
it a newspaper interview. Abdul Aziz said he was asked by the
Lducation Minister to “find 4 way to make students updersand the
sars larer. Amwar was

importanee of being responsible’. Some 23 v

S04

AN anti-government agitator again, havi d o hewghts of palit-
ical power above Abdul Aziz. while his former fellow student was
sull working for Dr Mahathir: By the tme Abdul Aziz, then 62,

was sworn in as a senator i November 1999 ahead of lus appoint-

used him of

et as Deputy: Bducanon: Minister, Answar had ac

being the masternind behind the conspiracy. Speaking to reporters.
the tiew senator sand the alleganon wis baseless, adding that he was
‘not as clever as that'. He sad it was Dr Mahathir’s prerogative to
remove anyone working under him,

Early m 2000, Megat_Junid was involved in an apparent gambit
by Anwar to have the former Minster of Domesoe Trade and
Consumer Affuirs, who had lost his parliamentary seat in the

wvember 1999 election, help his defence. i April 2000, Megat
Junid said that he had muet Anwar at the latter’s request during a

recess in his sodomy trial, e sad that they had chatted, joked and
laughed together. Ou 27 March, Megat Junid signed o starutory
declaration which said that he did not belicve the allegations of

- Megar Junid said

sexual misconduct against Anwar “up o today’
that when he signed the statutory declaration he thought ic was the
s Bue

same as the draft to which he had agreed with Anwar’s Tawy
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when he roceived acopy of the decliration he spotted a difference.
He said e could not sleep 1or two mghta so he went back o the
same Commissioner of Oaths and made a change. The amended
declaration said he did not helieve the allegations of sexual miscon-
duct agamst Anwar up unal 2 September 1995, Megat funid said
Anwars Lisvyers were unhappy with the amendinent. Only the firsy
statutory decliration was rel

ased o the mediaand posted ona pro-
Anwar website. Megat Jumd sad his consaience was clear. With the
second declaration. he was doing justice ro himsell and the court.
He added: T have o el the ruth” Megat Jumd also sad he sl
considered Anwar his friend. stating: “What he did s o different
question. Whether he did i or not. that is by responsibility,

On 28 August Apwar wrote agan to Dr Mahathir

The Honourable Dara”™Sert Dr Mahathir Mohanad
Drear Data’ Sery,
1 would like 1o add o the letter Tawrote an August 25, 1995

For mure than i vear, the police have known of 4 plor o driy

|
wedige benween the two of ts by raising doubs in the public mind
regarding my characrer. (The [police] report i herely submeed
by hand )

1atach here absor Draee’ Nallas affidavie and clipprogs of press
reports of them 1o s clear that s detention and mterrogation
have nothing w do with yational seenrirg tistead be has been
promised his frgedom provided he sigis . stitenent prepared by
the police w disgrace s fraends

1 would o Jike 1o inform you that 4 police officer has tole-

phoned a former Universitn Kebangsaan Malwya lTecturer to estort

astifenient from him to the effect that lie once ad o lpmosesial
relationship with me. e was threatenied with prosecution on
charges related o s past sotivities

Phese are additional peces of imformation thit support my
conviction that all those Ties abwiut ine were concocted as patt of
a political comprracy

1 sabmit this for your wise vonsiderition,

And miay God give you peace and blesings.

Avrsvar Ibrabin.
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There was more bad news for Anwar on 3 September. Police chict
ahun Noor anmounced the police had evidence that e ud gsid
his position s depury prime nunister w mtertere with mvestiga-
tions into the ook 50 Dalil. The police chief sard mtormation had

been recetved from members of the public that Anwar had tntimi-

dated witnesses to prevent them from cooperaung with puolice
investigations and had tried to amper with evidenee, Anwar thei
provoked Rahin inte an angry response by stating ata press contor
enee that the police chiefshould e more professional and not ullow
the police o be used by the government for political reasons. Rahin
responded angrily: Tt s nottrie that we are not professional. it s
not true that we are based and it is not true that we are part of
what i thought by him and others to be aconsprracy” Anwar was
to become even more crigeal of Rahim and the police, building
ap a store of animosity w Ruumye which found s release in-his
brutal atiack on Anwar on the night of his arrest.

At tmies Anwar seened bewildered by the swiftness with swhich
he had been stripped of power and accorded criminal starus,
However, Malaysian political analysts to whom 1 spoke commented

on s political naivetey. In an interview with Cable News Nerwo
Auwar said. referring to his sacking by Dr Mahathir: 1 thought he
would have done it m a more refined way” Ar
the hard man of Malaysian politics, s survivar of many sav.

one who thought

s powet
strtgeles, would deal with a foe marefined way was defeated betore
the batte by

On 6 Seprember. the law enforcers closed i further on Anwar
with the drrest of Stk Darmawan, the son of an Indonesian friend
who had been adapted by the former deputy prinse

.

of his family.
winister’s father when Sukma had come to/Malaysia as a teenager
to study. No peason for the arrest was mymediarely gven. Anwar
attacked the authorities aver the arrest 1y an address at his home o
dgroup of supporters among whenywere none of the senior UMNCO

politicians or corporate leaders who had been Tus intimates. He sud
Iis erstwhile friends were “shaken and lacking in courage
oration of Tis support at the senior levels of UMNO was reflected

The evap-

i the tacy that his only stauneh followers with party: positions at
the time were Ruslin Kassin and Abdul Rahim Ghouse, UMNO
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Youth ¢hiels of Negrt Senbila and Penng. A vererain Malaysian
Jourmalist, echoing the comparison made by the Malaysian Strategic
Research Centres Razak, recalled that Tenghu Razaleigh wok 4
nuniber of other heavysveighies with him”swhen hie left UMNO o
form his opposition parey and asked:“Who does Anwar have in the
heavy-weight class? No one!

Anwar’s public support came front a motley band with Timited
political influence. They mcluded such strange bedfellows as die
non-government orgmisation Burma Solidarity Movement, the two
main opposition parties — DAP and PAS—and student movenens.
The groups had liede i commion apart from an antipathy towards
Dr Mahathir and the government. Anwar was also supported by
ulama (rehigious officils). swho had clished wah Dr Mahatlar over
his moderate approach o Ishimic mssues, and other conservative

elements such as Isbume stadents and language nanonabists opposed

to greater use of Englisl. They clearly did not regard Anwar as o
modern fiberal Islamic moderate. On 7 September, Badawi aceused
Anw,

the government’” and of focusing public ateention away from the

r ol deliberdte attentpt to "ot his sUpporters (o rise ip agtingg

“real wssue’, which was Iis sexual behaviour

At ameeting with UMNO leaders and e Laer press confer-
ence ou 8 September, the Prine Mumster fnally gave more concrere
reasons Tor Anwar’s dismissal: he had been sacked for maral
misconduct” The Prime Minister said he had carried out his own
imvestiganions 1o the sexual alleganons agamse Anwar and he was
‘convinced” they were true. He had concluded that his depury was
‘not guahtied w lead the country™ The dismissal, he sad, was not
due ta diffcrences over political oF econamic matters but hecause
Anwar's character did "not quality him o be a leader of a country
like Malaysia’. His investigations were not triggered by the pos-
sibility of Anwar challenging him as UMNO president m the next
year’s party clections. He could defend himself aganise any such
challenge. Dy Muhathir said that when the dllegations surfaced the
previous year, he did not believe them, thinking this was o plot
oust his deputy. However. hie had now concluded that Anwar was
not suited 1o succeed him becaase the evidence implicatng lim
was very: clear. Dy Mahathir said his deetsion to sack Anwar wis
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the most unpleasane experience”in s 17 years as Prome Munster

He was thinking of retirng in 199% and even gave Anwar s chanee
to lead the country shile he ook a vacation. 10 had not been fur
the coonomie problems he would have stepped dowit.

Dr Mahathir said that what wity unaccepable was the face that
Anwar had natonly indalaed in nmmoral activines Bt e the sanwe
time portrayed himselfas a very relgious person and one who held
strongly to the teachings of Ishim. What he did was “against the
image that he parerayed’. He believed that people would under-
stand that whit be said abour Anwar was true; after allowhy would
he ke such accusations against a4 person whom he had brouglht
i to suceeed hin and was a friend. He had ‘lots of euemies”, e
er to make the alleganons, Asked

said, against whoi he would pra
whether there was any possibility of Anwar being reinstated. the
. his expectation that

Prime Minster said:*No, tiot a4 hope.” Howev
people would believe hiy aceusdtions against Anwar wis oat fulfilled.

From 11 Seprember, the government and establishment media
did its best to turn the publics attention away frony the Anwar affair
to a more wholesome form of entertainment—the Sixteenth
Commonwealth Games. The event was opened by the Malaysian
monarch. Yang di-Pertuan Agong Tuanku Ja%afaro m the presence
of Dy Mahathir and Componwealth Games Federanon president
Prince Edward. whose mother was scheduled to officiate av the
closing ceremony. While the Games were a1 sporting success, they
polit-

did not sdr as much interest in Malaysians as the ntoldin

weal dramu, Taking his case to the people, Anwar became imcreasingly
more populist in speech, more runipled i dress—wath uncombed
hair and untucked shirts—and more fieree i criticisn of his former
establishment associates. The ex-deputy prime nunister repearedly
portrayed himsell as the protector of the poor while he was in
government. He said he was ' thorn i the flesh’ of the people who
framed b because he stressed the need for Tow-cost houses and
for wealth to be more evenly distributed.

Crities of the new Anwar questioned his eredibility. asking what
he had done for farmers, fishermen and the working class when he
was agriculture minister and finance minister. Supporters said he had
been more liberal-ninded than other members of the government
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Chandra Muzatfar,a prominent social and political commentaor
who Luer became depury president of the National Justice Party
formed by Anwar followers and headed by his wile, Azizah, sssued
a statement saying the former deputy prome mimister had ‘spear—
headed the governments prograniiie 1o identity and assist the
hardeore poor™ But Chandra acknowledged that i would be naive
to expect Anwar o translite these and other atributes of good

governanee o reality m o situation where preser g the awesome
power of authority i the primary purpose of the stite”. Other social
activists, like Ristany Sani as mentioned carlier thought nothing
would hav
been wsmooth transiion of power from Dr Mahathir to Anwar,
Meanwhile, i his Penang consticueney, Anwar unveiled hiy

changed significandy [in e st guol it there Tad

Permatang Pauh Decliration, i which he pronised to work towards
Justice torallo equaliny e the distribution of wealth and the eradi-

cation of corruption, among other goals, In'speeches, he depieted
Dr Mahathu as another President Suliarto. Addressing huself o

theubsent Prime Minister before 1 gathering of thousands of people.

he saidi *You have power, You monopalise everything You give
things 1o your children and you make people poor” I Alor Star, at
a meeting organised by the Kedah Ulima Association, he said he
would o atier the people who conspired against him, including
newspaper-editors. Back i Kuali Lumpur, he declared that he was
the leader of the people. representing their conscience. He sud he
had never reccived such love and affecton” from the public as he
had smce his sacking, adding: T will f

e and ensure their souggles

are not 1 vain.
On 15 Seprembe chiet Rahim Noor announced the
arrest under the Duteral Secirity Ao of Munawar Anees. a Pakistani

polic

with permanent restdent status m Maliysia and the United States,
and of one of Anwar’s former political secretaries. He also said o
second political secretiry would' be detrined i he did not turn
hims
of his *friend” Munawar, who Tud written speeches for hin ard was

I o pohee. Anwar told visitors (o his house abont the arrest
the former cditor of an Ishamic publication published in Maliysia

He also said the taniily of his former sec retary Muhamad Ahimad
Wwere warned not ta infornt anyone of his arrest. declaring: ' don't
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konw what Kind of svstem [t is|—the Shibak or Mossad?” Shatuk
or Shin Bet i Iracly internal securin while Mossad deals

with espionage. He did Timself no favours witly Rahim Noor by

agene:

comparing the police with the intelligence agencies of Trae
s of predomimantly Muslin: Malaysia. Anwar

pariah state i the
sind the police should vse the rule of liw and not the law of the
Jungle. Rahing Noor, ontmously advised Anwar not 1o “step beyond

the limit in eriticising the police. The police, hie sand o reporters,

ook offence at lim comparing them with Shabak and Mossad
Rahim Noor said Israel was a very sensitive word m the country”,

adding ' We could understand i he were to accuse us of acting like
pirates hut comparing us with the Israclis iy unacceptable!

Anwar gradually dropped the pretence that he had ot planned
to challenge Dy Mahathir i 1999 and that Zahid had acted on his
own. admitting publicly for the tirse time that he had prompred the
UMNO Youtly chief to rawe the issues of cronyism and nepotisim
which had been directed agamst Dr Malathie Speaking in Kuantan,
the capital of Pahang state, he said he would have challenged the
president at the UMNO elections the following year, declaring:
“That was why thev sacked mie from the parey” In Kuala Terehgganu.
capital of Terengganu, he disputed Dr Mahathirs contention that
had planmed to retire in 1998, He said:"As his former deputy. T know
that the only way to remove Dr Mahathir as Prime Minister is by
the people ousting him!

Dr Mahathir would “have to hear the consequences’ it hie did

not resign. Anwar stated: ‘A prime mimister who i fair will he
supported but a prime minister who is cruel will be opposed” In
Kota Baru, capital of Kelantan, he said that Dy Mahathir had lost
the support of the people and should step down honourably. His
attacks on the Prime Minister hecame steadily harsher. and i Kuala
Lumipur he told a press conference that Dr Mahathir was ‘now

orchestrating the entire mission’ against lim using Gestapo, tacties.
But the party leadership continued to stand publicly behind the
president. Responding to Anwar’s call for Dr Mahathir to resign.
Najib said at issue was the former deputy prime minister’s moral
and personal problemsit had ‘nothing to do with the position of the
Prime Minister”. He said the National Front members of parliament
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weresolid i ther support of D Mubathir, who also had the wan-
imous bicking of the UMNO supreme counvil

As Anwar moved around the vountry, attracting tens of thou-
sands of prople to heir hin denounice the Prime Minister and his
governniene, the authorities sird he was breaking the law by speaking
n public without 4 permit but ok no steps to stop him. Hlowever,
it soon became dlear they had not been ddle, There had been muny
indications it events were moving towards a climas but when it
came - thie weekend of 1920 Sepeniber, Malaysians were left

stunned and dishelieving
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exual shocks for
a prudish p(fop],e

On Saturday 19 Seprember, Anwar’y adopted
brother Sukma. then 37, and Anwar’s fricnd
Munwar, 51, swho lad been arrested earlier m the month, mide
briel appearances i separate Sessions Court hearings. Each nan
pleaded guilty to a charge of committing a act of groys indecency

by allowing Anwar to sodomise hin and was sentenced o six
months” imprisonment. Malaysia’s usually stid Sunday newspapers
ook on the appearance of Western tiblowds. plastering reports on
the cotrt cases across therr front pages inder provocatve: banner
headlines. “We were sodomised, blared the News Stans Times over

its lead story. The Strs article appeared under the words:“Two jailed
for sodomy. They implicate Anwar in anmanural sexual acts” Some
newspapers gave every detail of the charges. publishing for the first
e i Mals
Malaysian law and forbidden by sl The New Steaits Tones did

st explicit deseriptions of an act both illegal vnder

not merely say thar Anwar had engaged in o homosexial det with
the two men. I printed in full the charges, which - each case
stated that the defendant had committed the alleged act of gross
indecency by allowing him [Anwar| 1o inooduce his penis into

vour amus’. The publication of these words—tabosts under normal

JO4 | THE AT FReAcy




crreamstnees—was anstonishing departare for the establishimenit

media and was widely been ofticially encouraged

o counter Anwars atticks on the governnient by destroying his

Islamic credentials. Side by side with photographs of Sukma and
Munusvar on newspaper front pages was a prctire of yellow trick-
suited members of Malaysias rhyvthmic gynmastic ream beaming for
the camers after winning the Commonwealth Games gold medal.
It was - grotesque juxtaposition. which underlined the peculiar
nature of what was occurring in Malaysia

The court-appointed Lawyer for Mumawar said that the defen
dant wasall the shile under the mfluence and pressure of Anwar
Tbrahin and therefore ina hopeless predicament”. By pleading guilty.
the *heavy burden of the gl of these immonal acuvities, which he
has been keeping in Ins chiest for so long has been finally lifted”.
passive

Sukndy lawyer, also court-appointed, wd his client was 4
participant’ who folt mdebted e Anwar for helpgiven to him and
was “under his mtluence’. Muniwar was inan ggitited state and
Zakari
Anwar, who had been sent o the court by the defendants wife,
shouted at him:"Who the hell are you? Whe the el asked vou 1o
come here? Who the hell gave you the But
helater snid Molud Yacoly Kariins, whi appeared for in, wis

& lawyer friend of

when e was approached by Zainur

e

o call my wif

never his lawyer of choice.

At a press conference after the two men appeared 1 court,
Anwar denied that he had heen invalved in these despicable activ-
ities”. He sad the prosecution of Suknia and Muanawar further
confirmed hus claim that there was o polineal conspiracy of the
highest level o destroy my political career by means of chatacter

assassination of the most virmlent nature”. Later, both Sukima and

Munawar alleged that they had been coerced into confessinig to the
sodomy charges, although their allegations were dened by the
authorities. I 4 55-page statutory declaration, dited 7 Novemlber,
1998, which reads in parts like the nemoirs of 4 Soviet-cra East
Euwropean political prisoner. Munawar vividly described Dis arrest
under the Internal Secwiry Acr, incarceration: in a window-less cell,
and interrogation as ‘Number 267 with shouts, sereaims and threars.
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1 was hterroged over long aud conmmons sessions. | was abways
removed fronmy cell as Namher 260 always blindtolded ad Tand
culfed. 1w systenncly Tomilated by wy caprors, who always
remained unidentified. They stripped me of all seltzrespect they
degraded e and broke down my will and resistanee: they threac-
ened me and my unlys they frightened me; dicy hramwadied ime
1o the extent thar Lended up in court-on Seprember 19, 1995, 3

shivering shell of a man willing 0 do nyting tostop the destrie

ton ol my ey,

He sid he did no wrong and God knew he was innocent.

The interrogation techniques deseribed by Munawar lad much
i common with the methods used by the Special Branch to obtain
rerractions from Umnn Hafilds Al and Azizan Abu Bakar of ther
llegations. via the poson-pen letter, of sexual impropriety against

Anwar o vear carlier. Ty the course of presenting its case in Anwar'’s

first trial o demonstrate that he had corruptly abused his power.
the prosecution drew testimony from police officers which disclosed
the illeg
or meutrlise’ people m custody—in this case Unmin Hafilda and
Azizan Abu Bakar. The published trial evidence delivered another
blow to the public mage of the guardims of the law. But even

| procedures used by the Special Branch o “turn around’

before the allegations of police cocrcion of Sukma and Munawar
were ired, Malaysiins were rentarkably sceptical about the repores
they read in their newspapers. lewas all oo pat. creating widespread
suspicion of an orchestrated process, Two men pleading guilty 10
identical charges and receving identical jail sentences n identical
coure proceedings on the same day was stretching plausibility oo
far in the view of many people.

If the authorites thought that after the court disclosures.
Ma
ances, they must have been surprised by the turnout at the National
Maosque in Kuala Lumpur on the day after Sukma and Munawar
pleaded guilty o sadomy. During his ravels across Malaysia thousands
s of lite—predommantly Malays—atended
Anwar’s rallies, many saymyg they wanted to see and hear Anwar

s would stay away in disgust from Anwar’s public appear-

of peaple fromy all wal

and decide for themselves if there could be any truthm the charges
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Judument
appeared to be that there s none. The number of peaple throng-

Tevelled agamst him i Kuala Lumpur. The overswhelnin

g to hear Anwar bad heen steadily increasing as he moved around
the country, but the size of the crowd thae gathered o Tisten to him
on Stmday 20 Sepreniber. was the largest attracted by any leader i
recent years. About 40000 men and women of all ages sood in g
crush arovnd the mosque and spilled out into nearby streets blocking
wraftic s Anwar addressed them from a baleony, accompanicd by
his wate. While many people came out of curinsity, a lige mmiber
of enthusiastic supporters demonstrated thar Anwar had becone o
political phenamenon. They applavded. cheered and Liughed at the
Jokes he made ar the expetise of Dy Mahachir ind the government
They simply did not believe that e could be involved i any of
the illegal sexual acuvities inked to hinn He was too good 0 man
a pillar of sl and 4 man of the people. The background of the
mosque served to underline his clim to unswerving pietv.and in his
address, Apwar reminded the people of his radical student voutly

when he had used the mosque as o refuge from the authorities

In the grounds of the mosque. hawkers sold badues bearing
pictures of Anwar and the word, Retorma”. People chanted: “Long
live: Anwar’, “Reformiast, reformisi and *Mahathir esign”. Many
carried posters attacking the Prime Minister. The balcony where
the former depury prime minister spoke. with his wife standinyg
beside him. was decked with banners prockining ‘Justice for
Anwar”and “Power to the people

. The erowd rogred when Anwir
and Azizah rased their clasped hands alofi to show they were
united against the authorities. They erupred agan when she wiped
sweat from s brows A man who described himself as a retired
public servant told me he did not believe: Anwar had engaged in
homosexual acts. He asked: Why are the two mien who are

supposed o have: been sodomised in court and not the person

alleged to have sodonused them?” A young wonin said e could
not be guilty of any of the sexual alegations hecause his wife was
sall e his side.

Anwar’s populist message tipped a deep vein of discantent
within the community, especially its Malay members, who lad

grown increwsingy disillusioned with the money-hangry politiciais
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i UMNO and therr apparent preference for the company of their
ands over the people whio had vored then mto

corporate tyeoon

affie

His artacks on vorruption and cronyisim swere especially
:_-mcwd with enthusiasi. Although carruption was notas pervisive
m Malavsia as Indenesia, the Philippines or Thatlimd, many
Malaysians had experienced it m their daily lives. At the highest
i
Allowed contractors to raze forests that had been home 1o tribes
livinig off the lnd, demolish villages to niake way for highways and
undertake projeces that blocked or polluted rivers. Aty lower lev <l

level, it could affect people’s livelihood and health when pay:

sntment among members of the public foreed o pay
“to public servans for services that every citizen had a

it catsed

‘e mone;

right 1o expect. Anwar’s elam o be a vicon of the systen found
sympathy with Malaysians who had spent thei Tives being feartully

careful not to miringe conuols on freedom of expression or breach

the harsh Taws allowing detention without trial, which might have
had 4 reason for existence in the early years afindependence when
the country ficed 4 communist msurgency and regional uncer-
tainties but were now inexcosable, With his vague call for reformast’,
the slogan he borrowed from Indonesia to signal thar Malaysia oo
should dump s leader. Anwar provided disillusioned Malaystans
with 4 vause.

On what was to he his List day of freedom for many years, Anwar
was the passionate revolutionary, whipping up the crowd with tiunts
directed at Dr Mahathir, the establishment media and the polic
He was also the consummare orator-cun-,

lious mood among listeners, which manit

gitator, creating i rebel-

ested 1wselt i vandalism
and a street protest of a kind not seen for decades i Malaysta bur
soon to become, for i time; a daily Anwar clearly
revelled in the reaction he stirred with his sungmg criticism of the

QUCUTTENC:

government, punctuated with stabbing motions of is right arm.
At timies he looked fierce and wrathiul, his voice hoarse and near
hysterical. Then he would relax and smile as he ndiculed hiy
enemies, charming and enthralling his audience.

The mosque rally comeided with the visit of Queen B
1o St Marys Anglican Church on the other side of Dataran Merdeka
(Freedom Square) from the mosque. Around the time the Queen

abeth
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who was due 1o dose the Commonwealth Ganmies the fallowing
day. was waving gracefully to a small group af onfookers as she
entered the church, Anwar was shaking a clenched st as he
denaunced Dr Mahathir, The crowdy disrespect for the authoriey

of the Prime Mimister or the police Torce, whose officers watchig,

the msque proceedimgs were jeered and insulted. alanmed the
authoriies. Police chiet Rahim Noor later wld the Roval Com-
misston at which he admtted beating Anwar that in view of the
events that day he had considered secking assistance from the armned

forces. After Anwar finished speaking, people spilled out from the

mosque grounds and swept along Jalan Raja Laut to Dataran
Merdeka. the site where Malaysia’s imdependence was proclamed,
with Ariswar i thete midst. After he had been carried on the shoul-
ders of supporters around the cricket pitch in front of the Selngor
Club. hie mounted the back seat of a motoreyele and returned o
his home. Having stirred up the crowd, he removed hinwself from
the scene before he could be assoctated with any violence. Azizah
stayed behind o read out a 24-point decliranon, which included
calls for reforms and Dr Mahathirs resignanion, After the crowd
dispersed, one group of Anwars supporters broke into UMNO
headquarters and defaced pretures of e Mahathir and other party

leaders. Odiers numbering several thousand marched on the offi-
cial residence of the Prime Minster. some among them vowing to
set it on fire. Riot police stopped the second group and dispersed
them with tear gas and water cannan. It was an unusual vutbreak

of turmoil 1 a city that had been relatively placid simee the race
riots of 1969, But the sacking of Anwar had brought about 4 sea
change i Malay

4

hat mght, the new paradigm of the polirieal environment in
Malaysia was even more sharply defined by an extraordinary assaule
by security forces on Anwars home inan upmarker section of Kuala

Lumpur, as supporters and journalists watched {n amazement. Anwar
would have been arrested i due course under a criminal charge
but the events of Sunday prompted the police to ke him into
custody soouer than planned. They could no longer leave him tree
to stir up more opposition o the Prime Minister. Members of
the police Special Action Unit,a section trained for anti-terrorist
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aperations, wearmg skr masks dnd brandishing weapons, snshed

therr way through the front door of the howse as Anwar was holding

A press conference: He was arrested - the glire of the wlevision
lights of foreign and local cameri-aperators. s supporters chanted

“Reformasi”. Malaysians were staggered by photographs i news—

papers showing armed imasked men confronting the occupants of
Anwar’s house as he was escorted out 10 an unmarked police van
ard driven away.

Dr Mahathie said Anwar was o in desperation. who was
this. | wash he had not
uld have been fine

breaking the law. He stated: 1 do not enye
thing w

done this and suceeeded me and eve
But here | have this thing thrown inte my face. I have econonne
problems to deal with. Sukom [the Commonwealth Games|. APEC
[Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation forum| iy coming. But it
lappened.” On the Monday might following Anwar’s arrest, the
Sixteenth Commonwealth Games ended with o ceremony at the
Natonal Stadium attended by the Malaysin King, Ins consort,
Queen Elizabeth, Prince Philip, Dy Mabathir and s wife. It wi o

surreal counterpoint to the polincal drama gripping the nation,
marking “the end of 11 heady days of sports which sase records
smashed and new champions bursting anto the scene’. as the New

Srairs Times put it I snd theclosing ceremony “rode bigh on an

exuberant spirit of eclebration wmpered with a touch of thankful-
ness for asuccesstul games’. The Prime Minister was no doubr
thankfit) that the event wis not disrupted by any pro-Answar protests,

With Anwars arrest, Azizah took centre stage. The dight. softly-
spoken woman, who had been mostly a silent partner of the
governments depury chiefand finance minister, was suddenly forced
to become arevolutonary like her husband. Although Azizah looks

gende and reserved i reposes she soon showed that shie had a to
spirit, averring that the soruggle started by Anwar would continue
who had given up her practice to take
ah was seen as the epitome of 4 dutiful
cetly conplementing the young religious activist

A doctor of oplichalmolog
carc-of her six children. Az
Islamic wat
she had married. Anwar might not be o heroto all men bue as his

pe

wife was forced to take on more responsibilities there seemed ta
be tew men of women i Malaysit who do not regard her as o
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heroine. I the weoks after Anwar was sacked and came under
ncreasing theear of inprisonment or detention wnder the fitermal
Scerrty e she gradually raised her public profile, stands

by her
husband™ side - press conferences and mectings held around the
country to drum up support for him. At the Sunday ra

Iy before
Anwart arrest. she not only stood beside hin but led the crosd i
chanting 1slamie phrases before her hushand spoke

But she was somietines wneasy about the new image she was
projectng. Half-jokingly she once wold me (in o dig at the estab-

lishment press): “The newspapers like to use photogr:
taken that day [at the mosque|. 1 ook very fieree,

phs of e
Her public support
was cruenil to Anwary suceess i winiing public aceeptance of his
denials that he had been mvolved in homesexual activities, or affairs
with swomen, as alleged i the coure affidivits. It promored the image
of 4 stromg, untroubled union imstead of a shaky match as suggested
by the supposed mfideliry of the husband. She remanied cool despite

having police twice rid her howie, first to arrest Anwar and some
hours larer to serze docunients and video cassetes. Azizaly complined
muldly that there had been no need for the police to break down
the door when they came for her husband as he had suid he would
not resist them.

The police, who dho pulled i key asociates of Anwar, at first
gave contradictory reports on the former deputy prime minister’s
arrest. The Kuula: Lumpur police chief, Kanrudin Al said on

national television on Sunday mght after the depury prinie miniseer’s
arrest thar he would be charged the nexe day with pablic order
offences. holding illegal gatherings and vandabsm. Buron Monday
the national police chief, Ruhim Noor. sad Anwar wis being
detaned under the Ternal Seaity Aa. which allows indefinite
detention without trial, and would not appear in court that day
On Sunday night Rahum had assaulted Anwar and on Monday: his
face was showing the ¢ffeets of the beating, with one

almost
closed and the lefi side of his face severely hrtised. This was not

known to his family, liwyers or the public at the time, His injurics
were recorded i photographs taken for palice files and later

released at the inguiry
detention de

into his beating. The demal Seaurity Act
wed Anwark appearance i court but pressure fron
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the government, which was facimg strong crinicism from abroad over
the manner of the former deputy prime ministers arrest, forced the
police to produce Tim nine days afier the beating. By then. the area
around the eye had healed stightly but was sall discolaured.

xposing
to the world the il treatment he had received.

On Monday, Anwar supporters who tarned up at court for his
expected appearance clashied with riot police i the firsy of aseries
of confrontations, aver several weeks in the centre of Kualy Lumpur.
They were generally one-sided battles with the protesters confining
themselves to shouting slogans and waving hanners betore they were
firced o retreat fram the water cannon amd tear gas-of the anti-riot
Federul Reserve Unit. The establishment press launched blistering
attcks on Anwar, which appeared to be aimed at countering the
support he clearly siill had. Calling him arebel wathout a cavse’,
the Netw Straits Thnes said that his encouragement and incitement
o march o Dr Mahuthiry residence on the Sunday
treacherous act”. 1t said Malaysians could not accept
d them

of supporte

was “definitely
as their leader such an individual, who would ‘defimitely le

down the pach of destruction. lawlessness and iresponsibiliny ™.

On 22 September, Dr Mahathir held an hour-long press canfr-
ence i which he said he had concluded that the sexual allegations
against Anwar were true after personally interviewing ‘the people he
sodomused. the women he had sex with”. Televison cameras recorded
most of what he said for transmission to viewers that evenimg. Tt was
another astonishing episode in the Anwar saga. Here was the Prime
Minister of 4 deeply conservative hation speakimg explicitly about
matters that had never previously been referred to, even obliquely,
ur print. far less on prime-time welevision,

Dr Mahathir prefaced remarks about the incidents on Sunday
and Anwar’s arrest by saying they might ‘not be believed by certaim

members of the press” who dssumed that he was a dictator who
wanted to arrest his potental rival. He said it was clear that Anwar
“working up emotions morder to develop the situaon thar
where people rioted daily and tried to
obstruct normal life, with the hope of overthrowing the govern-
ment and, mparticular, the Prime Minster, Anwar had decided
to became a rabble-rouser whao wanted to mstigate violence.

wa

was found in Indonesia’,

112 | PHE AT THIR LEGACY




Dr Mahathir sud that “because of his incitement to violence” the
police had had o ke Anwar in betore they were ready o prefer
charges and had arrested him under the bueral Searity. Act.

Anwar's greatest fear, Dy Madiathir claimed, was that he would
be charged in court because then all the thngs that he Tad done
would be revealed. He said his deputy’s greatest hope was that
witnesses would not tell their stories because to do so would bring
them shame. But he had not expected that his own adopted brother
and his friend would come out i the open and make therr satements.
They did this. Dr Mahathirsaid. because the police, who were Muslims.
pointed out o them that they had committed a great sin. which
was punishable in the afterhfe. They had told “the absolare truth”
even at the risk of being jailed for abetting 1 an act of sodomy and
shanming thew families by ther contessions, At the dme Dy Mahathir
was talking to the media, the two men had pot retraceed their
confessions but it they had it seems doubtful that this would have
diminished the fierceness of his condemnation of Anwar, Te
dismissed his former deputy’s readiness ro swear 1o his innocence
in a mosque, saymg Anwar had for years been tasquerading ds «
religious person and ‘yet had been conmmitting these things, not
today. tot vesterday but for years. A nan like that, who appeared
to be religious but i fict was not. was “quite capable of swearing
in o mosque, knowing full well thae what he was swoaring was not
the absolute truth?

Then, mnan emotional outpouring of words, r Mahathir bared
his anguish over the collapse of his plans to twrn the legdenhip over
to Anwar: ‘1 had taken him [mito UMNO] in 1982, broyght him
up and helped iy along untl he overtook many people who are
veterans in the party, He overtook them and went ahead ol theim
and was all set 1o become the Prime Mimster afier me. And yet.
when | discovered e was guilty of something that T eannot forgive,
something that the Malaysian society cannot accept. whether
Muslins or non-Muslims, action has to be taken” He hud o act
against the person he regarded as o fricnd. a colleague and his protége
because he could ot be allowed to be a leader i@ counry like
this”. iy answer to 4 quiestion, he said 1t was true that a lot of people
still believed Anwar. [t had wken vears for the Prinwe Minister 1o
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belheve the allegations agast him. e had dismissed them as
aceusauons made “out of sheer jealotsy forthe man who was going
ta be the Jeader of the party”. Dy Mahathir also acknowledged for
o which he and his depury had resorted

the first vime the pretenc
for so long 4 period ta obscure the real state of their relatians.

Hle said thar although Anwar was very nice to i and smiling. ‘at
the same time he was ploting” and he added: T knew about it but
I chose toignore 1t because o me at s quite ivrelevant, 1 he s
chosen by the party as o leader, okay, he s welcome w e 1o
contest against b, T have contested againse others and T hive o
reasonable chanee to win? Returnmg agan to his reason for sacking
Anwar., he saids T eannot aceept 4 nn who s a sodomist to become
a leader in this country!

1 Mahathissid he had carried out s investigation atter police
looking inta the 30 Dalit book had intormed bim the allegations
v earhier were true, He could not beheve the police just

made 2y
Tike that, he said. so he asked the people involved ro see him with
noofficers present. As aresult of what he was told he was forced
to believe that there was truth wthie allegations. Asked why lie did
not investigate the allegations when they were made a vear earlior,
hesand the police had given him the retrictions of” Uiy Hatildy
Al and Azizan Abu Bakar and he thought the case was closed.

Uhe most renmarkable moment in the press conference came

whei Dr Mahathir sodghe to perstade the seeprical niedia of, as he

saw 1t Anwar's depravity. He said:“Let me tell what Dr Munawar
Ahmad Ances told the police” Almost choking on the words, Dr
Mahathir graphically deseribed what Anwar was alleged 1o have

done while engaged m a sexual act with Munawar, He sad he could

not understand how a man would invent a story ke that T his
statttory declaration retracting his contession, however, Munawar
satd that - his organal statement recorded by a magistrare, he
had narrated all that he “had been asked to state” by his “caprors” (the
police), adding: ‘I state categorcally that | have never had @ homo-
sexual relationship with Anwar Ibrahim or anyone clse He declared
that the details of the alleged homosexual relaionship contamed i hiv
statenient to amagistrate dnd given to the court by the prosecutimg

agencies and Yacol Karim [his appointed bnvyer] on 19 Septeniber
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1998, “were untrue and were fabricated by the police”. But it was

not unol some weeks aft

rthe Prime Muniser's pressconference that
Munawar made his statatory decliranon. e Mahathie saids The act
was despicable. And this [Anwar] is 0 man who talks about other
people bemg despicable!

He said that once the truth wis known peaple would reject Anwar.

But convincmg people of the truth of the alloganons against his
formier deputy proved more difficalt than 1Dr Malathr eovisaged.
even without the later decliradons of Sukima and Munawar ti
therr contissions had been foreed from them: Despaee De Mahathis

persuasive presentation of the facts ar the press conference and on
nanonal television. many Malaysians remaned unconvineed. They
believed the sexual allegations were fibricared to reniove Anwar as
arival tor the party leadership. A Joading Malaysian political analyst
interviewed at the e said it was acsad. sad Situation” et the insti-
tutions thar Malwsians should hold i high regard—the government.
pohce and justice systen—were now widely seen astotally Licking
credibility”
lect, with stong religious convictions. who had visen o becone
the secand host powerful man i the counry: was so stror

Hle said tat Anwars mage as a nan of impressive inte

in the
minds of many people that eelling theny he was Mlawed was “alimost

like saying God doesn't exist’. Many peaple spoke of their sense of
overkill in the plethor of accusations nude agamse Anwar, causing
them o feel that the autharities had no real case againse him
Milaysians also expressed their hewalderment over events of the
past v

ar: first, the magon’s cconomy collapsing after a decade of
dynamic growtland then ity polivcal stability shaken by the arrese.
amid unprecedented civil unrest. of the man they had expeeted o
beconme ther

wder- A waman lawyer commented to e My mind
hasn’t yet caught up with what my eves see and my cars hear
It seems like st was just yesterday we were Tiving i harmony and
prosperity without a real worry i the world” People were strug-
gling o come 1o terms with what was happenimg wlile also
unbelieving of what they were heing told.

Maty Maliysians said the government lad only jeself to blame
for the credibility gap. For vears, peaple had been fed a diet of blind
domestic news comprisiig items indistingaishable from govermnent
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press releases by radio and television stations. Newspapers svere less
abviously propaganda sheets but seldom strayed: from the official
Jine on political matters. The English-Ligaage and Malay-linguage

newspapers were cither directly or indireetly controlled by govern
ntent parnes, The independent Chinese-language newspapers were
livelier but had to be caretul not to seriously upset the govetnment,
which had the power under newspaper licensing regulations to close
them down at any time: Malaysians complamed that the govern-
ment provided them only with the information it thought they
shoald have. As a resitlt, a large proportion of the population
prosumied the evidence against Anwar had heen tramped upyas he
clanmed.

Hanil Opar, who was police chitel from June 1974 to October
1993
A press conference on 23 September thit he had mtormed the Prime
Minister shortly hefore his rearement. five vears carlier. that Anwar

i was regarded as 1 good and honest cop in his day, said in

had homosexual tendencies. Speaking to journalists, he said his
repart ta the Prime Minister was bised on “convineing evidence
wathered by his officers”. Hanif” said: 1
Prume Minister did nor register interest,” Fanmif said that the police
were worried that Anwar
blackmail, Police evidence, according to Hanif, was that Anwar was
involved in homosexual relations with two men.one of whom was
4 foreigner. Hanif said Anwar's nature, charisma and networking
skills made it difficalt for people o believe that he was mvolved in

cgistered o point bur the

tivities would expose him to possible

homosexual relations, adding:‘But | have no doabt in my own nund

thae as far as the old case 1s concerned 1t was true. We could not

convict him on that basis but the evidence was strong”

A few days after Hamf had formed Dr Mahathir about the
palice evidence, Anwar. through an intermediary, sought a niceting
witl Flanif. Hanif said Anwar asked him whether police officers
would use the information to blackmail him. He told Anwar his
officers were ‘not in the blackmailing business” and advised him to
stop his homosexual activitics. In the existing climate of public scep-
ticism, Hanif™s remarks had little impact.

On 24 September police chief Rahim Noor told a press confer-
ence that Anwir was safe and sound”, a remark that was seon proved
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to be filse. On the same day, Anwar hie back at Dr Mahathir and
other members of the government through o videocassete which

he had recorded before s arrest and which was telecast in Asia by
CNBC on 24 September. I it. Anwar claimed that members of his
family had interests in the new Kuala Lumpur lnternagonal Airport
(KLIA). e also aecused the Prinie Minister of buildmg himself a
lavish “200 million: ringgat” palace for himself. Dr Maliachir angrily
accwsed the US-owned television network of spreading lies to turn
the whole world against Malaysia. Three days later, the New Straiis
Times published an unsigned rebureal,listing major projeces awarded
during Anwar’s tonure as Finanee Minister o 'his elose friends, allies
and relatives”. They meluded several contracts ar the KLIA, inde-
pendent pow

—generating projects, hospital and medical ficilities,
highways and the dedicated rail link to the airpore. The article said
that as charman of the Cabinet Comminteee on Infrastractire and
chatrman of the Cabinet Conmittee on the KLIAL he had a direct
say in the contracts” 1t sud a company hked to Kamaruddin Jaatar,
Anwary close ade and chairman of his think tank’ was given six
KLIA mam conmract packages. Malaysian Resources: Corporation
Berhad, which undl recently had been under Anwar’s control. was
also given a pumber of airport-related contracts

The New Swairs Tines went on to discuss the Prime Ministery
official residence at Putrajaya, the new administrative centre south
of Kuala Lumpur. which had been approved by cabinet, *of which
he [Anwar| wis 4 sentor member” betore his dismissal. Trs estimated
cost wan M$16.7 million, not MS200 millon, Later, Dr Mahathir
also noted that Anwar had been involved in planuing the Prime
Minister’s residence, which he was nexe in line to oceupy, He said
the final design had six bedrooms, i addition 1o the master

bedroom. This was to provide a bedroom for cach of Anwar’s six

children. 19r Mahathir suggested. He himself had anly twor children
still living wich him
Soime of Anwar’ accusations against his new-found enenies
strained credulity and loft bin open to rdicule. Tn his llegations
of government corruption, he repeatedly asserred that Daim
Zainuddin carvied M$1 billion in-cash on board a Zurich-bound
AS aireraft. Responding to the charge, which was ko gited in
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e ONBC welecast of the Anwar videacasseite. Dr Mahathir sod
if peaple like Daim wanted o take 4 Lot of money out of Malaysia
they could doso just by “writing [on] « lew preces of paper to
transter 16, and i Daim had wanted to take a lot of cash out of the
country he could Tave used his private et mstead of o commercial
sireratt. Dann hinsell commented on the charge and Ins relation-
shipwith Anwat 1 lis adiress at the UMNO general assembly in
June, 1999, He sad: "1 trusted iy and he stabbed e i the back”
D, # former Lawyer and highly successful businessman. whese

personal wealth made b one of Malaysia's richest men, sard he

had never seen “such 4 huge amount’” as MS1 billion o cash.
He noted with some validity:*A bricfease can fit perhaps only M$1

es for 10 million and 100

million, so yvou would need 10 hriefe.
briefeases for 100 million. Just imagine how many brie

ases you
would need for M$1 billion. 1 have only two hands!

But all the rebuttals by the government did nothing o change
the minds of Malaysians who helieved Anwar was heing vicrmised
and people in the West who were championing his cause. The reac-
tion of forcign wovernment officials and the Western media reflecred
the suceess of Anwar and His image-makers had had cultivating
contacts abroad during s years as Depuey Prime Minister and
Finance Miister. Flis fimilv’s accumulation of wealth through the
systen of share allocations for Malays and: governmen ssigned
contracts, which were on a par with other leaders, and his sudden

reversion to the radical anti—establishment persona of his youth were
ignored by those i the West who took his side. New Steaes Fines
columnist A, Kadir Jasin wondered: *Is it becanse Anwar said the
things they like to hear? Or s because they dislike Dr Mahathir so
intensel
suppart?’
Then. on 29 September, Anwat appearcd i court with a black
- and the government’s shaky eredibility was totally destroyed.

that anvbody who is willing to challenge him gers their
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7| Black eye
provokes outrage

"I“hu highese rauking Maliysian ever o face
ermmnal ehirges sas spirited into the century-
old complex of buildings housing Kuala Lumpur's many courts
shortly iter 7 i on Tuesdiy, 29 September, more dian two hours

or hearings. The matfic was still

ahiead of the normal starting time

light as most of the capieal cny'y workimg residents had nor vet set
out from home for their fiese day on the job dfier a long holiday
weekend. Atter beng kept m one of the basenient cells rounnely used
to hold prisoncrs tinnl therr cases were called. Anwar wis vishered
upa back stairease into Sesstons Court Four abour 1020w, where

he was charged before Judge Fasnals Mohamed Hashing with five
counts of corruption and four counts of sadomy: He was alleged
to have “conmmtted carnal intercourse agamst the onder of nature”
against hus By former diwver, Azizai, his adopted brother,

Sukni.

ncany o the two teals, The foriner deputy pringe nimster pleaded

s friend Munawar and a fourth person who did not fearre

not guilty and chimed tal w cach of the nine charges
An official sttement ved the most polincally sensational pros
ecution i Malaysias history ta a sleazy denigration of Anwar

compiled by his enermes to destroy his carcer which, having already
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been shown o melude unerathiful allegations, was @ strange starting
point for the judicial procecdings thar followed. The Atrorney
General's Chambers said it had “studied and scratimised all the Tavest
evidence adduced by the Royal Malaystn Police following their
mvestigations on Datuk Serf Anwar bin Thralitm. former deptity
primie smnister of Malaysia®, inthe wake of o report lodged ar the
Dang Wangi police station on 19 June 1998, connecuon with 4
book entiled 50 Dalil Mengapa Ampar “Tidake Boleh_fudi A
Reasons Why Anwar Cannot Be PM77 The statement sud the
Attorney-General. as the Pablic Prosecutor, was satsfied there was
“prima facic” evidence to charge Datk Seri Anwar bin

“adequ
Ibrahim” with Hive courts of corrupt practices and five counts of
sodomy. He was formally charged i court with anly four sodomy
counts.

The only sign that anything unusual was tking plce at the
courts on Jalan Raja, facing Merdeka Square, which had been the
scene of pro-Anwar demonstrations since his arrest, was the large

number of photographers and relevision cameramen at the entrance
and @ heavy police presence in surrounding streets. The tming of
the smooth, mcident-free police operation was clearly aimed at fore-
stalling any protest acton ol the kind which had Ted o clashes
between the anti-riot Federal Reserve Unit and Anwar supporters
4 week carlier, when he had been expected to appear in court.
Before the hearing began, Anwars wite, Azizah, arrived, ogether
with a nie=member ILul team led by Raja Aziz Addrisecone of

Malaysias most respected Lawyers and a torimer president of the Bar
Council. Oue of the lawvers said later they had all offered their
services to Anwar for a nominal fe

Anwark court appearance, a historic national event made even
more dramatic by Tns accusation that the black eye was a result of

a beating in custody while he swas blindfolded and handeufted. had
a traumanic etfect on Malaysians. Just four weeks earlier the pris-

oner i the dock had been the deputy prime mimister, Now he was

being treated as o common eriminal—or worse, given the evidence
of his injured eye. Anwar tld the court he was punched very hard”
on the head. forehead and neck in the Tockup at police headquar-
ters at Bukic Aman (Hill of Peace), which had been the central base
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for L entorcement torces since Braush colomal davs, e suid the
blows were 50 strong that is eves aind lips bled and he Jost
consciousness imtil the: following mormng when a police officer
helped i and wiped away the blood, Anwar swas only allowed o
see o dacror five days later.

The mpact of the back eye was devastating tor the Malaysian
governnent both at home and abroad, Any hope the authorities
had of convineing seepties that Anwar was guilty of sodomy or
corruption wiw dashed when people learned through the media of
his statement mecourt that he had been beaten while i police
custody. A Malaysian company executive exclamed i a conversa-
tion with me: " Was the case against bt sa weak that police tried
to bear a confession out of ham?z Or were they just frustrated by the
fact that he was getting so much public support?” A comment by
Dr Mahathir that it was not impossible that Anw,

rN jures were
selt-inflicred only mereased many people’s sense of dishelief towards
any government statements related wo the former deputy prime

minste

As 1 woman with a senior position in i governiment o

asked rhetoricallys How can anyone believe that?'
Malaysians” outrage over the medent itensified when it became

public knowledge thiat Sukma and Munawar were now saying the

were coerced into pleading guilty to sodomy with Anwar and wer
appealing agamst thewr convictions. The black eye brought new
condemnation: from countries that had carlier questioned Auwars
arrest, The United States and Auseralia expressed serions concern
over the reports that Anwar had been beaten, and other govern-
ments were quick to condemn s apparent il treatment. In a break
with ASEAN solidaeity, Philippine President Joseph Estrada called
on his people to love and support Anwar, and Indonesian President
Jo B Habibie, an old friend of the former deputy prime minister,
id he was likely o call off a trip o Mal
Secretary Akbar Tanjung deplored the beating.

sia. Indonesian: State

The authorites tried to show they were responding to public
dismay over the injury by appointing Mat Zam, chivf of the Malicea
state Criminal Tnvestigation: Depatoment. to coniduct an investiga-
tion into Anwar’s allegation he had been assaulted. But Malaysians
were sceptical that the mquiry would disclose the truch and their
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eyt was o prove well founded. Tt ook 4 Royal Commission
of Inquiry, belatedly appomted by the government o look juto the
matter in 1999, to find Anwar had been beaten and 1o expose the
wer mounted, Dr Mahathir
sovernment would not tolerate any tnlawiul police

perpetrator. Meanwhile, as public o
declared e die

action, but he had dready undernimed this manfesagon of recu-
tude with his suggestion thar Anwar’s wornds could have: been
selfintlicted. At the same tme; there was an apparent move by the
authorities o distance D Mabathir from any illegil deed that might

Later be aseribed to police. The 2
4 section of the Iuernal Scandty A, the pohee did mot need o
forns the Home Mimster—in this case Dy Mahathir—of every

ewr Straits Tines reported that unduer

stage of investigativns and actions taken agamst detinees.

As at became clear that no one doubred that Anwar had been
alted, Dr Muhathr publicly dissociaeed himself from the beating.
while also berating the press for dwelling on the incident. In a speech

1o the Commonwealth Press Union’s conference in Kaala Lumpuy
on 26 October 1995, 1y Mahathir complaned that Malaysi never
had good press and the mpression given to people all over the world
was that Malaysia was i a state of perpetual mrmoil; that i was

police state where police bruraliey was " daily, or even an lourly

occurpence’. He said a full mvestigaton was being made into the
black eye, which he regrotted: there sould “be no cover-up’ and
the gy party would be pumished: T muse be crazy i Fwanted the
black eye, which the police then paraded before the world through

the media—print and clectronic, Yot the media implied that che
Malay:
o prisoners is 4 contmon practice’

Dr Mahathir repeated this asertion on several occasions ta try

an dictator is presiding over a police stae where giving black

e

to dispel public suspicion thar he had countenanced the atack on
Anwar. Bur the damage to the standing of the Prinie Minister and s
government had beer done. The publication of reports and picrures
of Anwars injured eye wiis o obwvious 1o be overlooked by the
media, and nothing he could say could change the public percep-
tion of his involvenment.

Singapore’s Senor Minister Lee Kuan: Yews whose total congrol
of events in his own cauntry while he had been prime minister
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was never questioned or undermmed, was astounided by the whole
affate. At a press conterence i Koala Lampor i Atgost 2000, he
deseribed 1tas i anndgated disaseer’. Lee sard be felt sorry for

who made several errors of jidgment” and had “paid
a very heavy price™ When he met Dr Mahathir at o contorence in
Davos, Switzerland, i the carly part of 1999, he had asked him why
Anwar had been aprested wnder the Internal Seauity e as*a national
security threat” when ouly four weeks ago he had been the Prime
Ministers deputy. The Simgapore leader sas “abbergasted o learn
that v Mahadir did not know Anwar was gomg to be arrested

under the Act. Lee sad:

That was the Beginming of 4 series of blunders that cot him dearly

It should never have been done that way. It shouid haye been
strnghttorwand cominal itge undet the penil vode Tor vorrig
tion. for sodamy whatever. Produced in court the day afier his
arrest You can contest bail on the grounds thae e swoild have
sitertered with witnesed o alloswed him bail, But fehey | arrosted

him under the ISAL then the vexe diaster, the bl eye.

Lee said he telt more sorry for Dr Mahache than he did for Anwar.

adding: "L am sorry tor Anwar too, because he had so many things
going for him. He was set as deputy to ke over. All these things

now happen, danagimg both of then And s just sad”

The nnfolding sag was worrying UMNO politcians. Au article
by a polineal writer 1 the New Srraits Tintes wntisually aired concerns
in UMNO over the Anwar case. It quoted an unnamed UMNO
politician who sud people did nor “have 1o be pra this or that

feel very. very unumnmuhh ahout how the shole thing has been

ay the police broke mto his house aud, now, those
injuries’,

In the weeks that followed. the enormity of the dislocation the
Anwar aftur had caused i Malaysian sociery became inereasingly
apparent. Fhere were growimg signs of distiusionment among palic
ically conscious Malaysians with both the Prime Minister and the

man wha had been expected to be his succesor. While Anwar had
waon broad sympathy for the bratish manner of his arrest and deten-
tion under the futeral Sceuriry Arr. and Ins virtal convicdon of
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sodomy i the media betore s case came to uml,many Malaystans
said they no Tonger saw hinyas a eredible potential leader Reasons
given by former supporters tor their disenchantment were the case
with which Anwar shed his image of esablishment respectabibity
and returned to s Islamst and activist roots after being sicked
from cabinet and expelled fron the UMNO, and his allegations ol
corruption within an administration in which he had been a key
figure. They were also turnied off by his opportunistic flirtation with
the opposition Dentocratic Action Party and Parti Tsham se-Malaysia,
¢ attacked when he was an UMNO

both of which he had serongl

member.

For Dr Mahathir's part, although he was still esteemed for his
leadership during the period of growth, prosperity and stability that
had preceded the economic recession. many Malaysians said their
confidence i his polincal acumen had been shaken. One leading
corporate Tawyer spoke 1o put the situation starkly:

First, he stripped Anwar of polirical power without any ficesiving
gesture, leaving oy sty no alternanve but o fight back, Then
he Tt his deputy dictate the conrse of events by holding ever bigger
rillies to ddeliver his reformast message and whip up popular
support. This brought 4 heavy-handed respanse from die police.
which ss ultmately under Dr Mahathirs Home Ministry: Now: we
allégation of police braglity a Lick of control from

see in Anwar
the top or a disregand for uman decencies snd the mations imige.

On the application of the prosecution, Judge Hasnah transferred

Anwar’s cise to the High Court where he appeared on 5 October.
that he was

He scemed in a depressed moad and shouted angrily
bheing treated like a dog”. The Fhgh Court judge before whom he
appeared was little known to the public or even to Anwar’ lawyers,

But he was soon to become an international celebrity, whose
pronouncenients aroused more controversy and ateracted more
obloquy (from Anwar supporters) than those of any previous judi-
cial figure before him, With his balding head. bushy white eyebrows,
turing in newspapers regulirly durmg the

and military mustache fe
course of the trial, he made a swift transitdon from obscurity to
being one of Malaysia’s most easily recognisable faces. Justice
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Augustine Paul, 53, had been a gudicial conmussioner in Malacea,
the ity south of Kuala Lumpur where Europeans first traded swith
the Malay sultanates. before his elevation to the High Court and
transter to the capital four months before Anwars arrest. Prior to
¢ and Sesstons Caurt

that he had been o federal connsel, magistr,

judge. He awas adtted as a barrister-at-law of the Inner Temple
in England in 1971, Justive Paul fised 2 November as the date to
begin hearing four of the five charges of corrupt practces against
Anwar and denied higy bail. He announced, wathout explanation,
that there would be g break in proceedings from 14 November o
23 November. This ensured thae the wial was not i progress during
the Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation stimmic ny Kuala Lumpur,
but the attempt to prevent the Anwar affair from overshadowing
Dr Mahathirs hosting of this major conference was unsuccesstul
The Americans made sure of that,

Although the High Court did nothing more than set dates for
Anwar’s trial. the sessian Listed from 9 4o to nid-afternoon. Legal
argument and an application for bal, which was retused. prolonged
the hearing. The dr, paistaking judicial process i the elegant colo-
nial-cra courthouse m the centre of Kuala Lompur highlighted the
bleak fueare mimediady facimg Anwar. I found guilty of the charges

of corruption and sodomy preferred against him, he could be
sentenced to up o 34 years dn gal. Even af he was cventually
acquitted of all charges, his prosecution under Britsh-based crim-
mal law, following procedures established over centuries of Tegal
practice. was goitig to te i up in the courts for a long time. And
as long as he was denied bail, he would be returned cach day to.a
prison cell.

Just how etfectively Anwars arrest and pro
him from the political scene was demonstrated by a meeting of the
UMNO supreme couneil the day following his first appearinee

ation had remove

betore Justice Paul. The absence of the former deputy president was
starkly underlined by the unoccupied brown leather chair nest to
Dr Mahathir as he bricfed journaliss on the meeting, It would be
another three months before the Prime Minister appointed Abdullah
Badawi Deputy Prime Minister as o prelude to his istallation as
deputy party president. The supreme council expelled from UMNO
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ten supporters of the former party deputy president, as menthers of
tie Anwar canp lanched & propaganda cimpaign from abroad.
Anrang thase cast out of the party were Ruslin Kassim and Abdul
Rahim Ghouse, former UMNO Youth cluefs of Negri Sembilin
and Penang Saifudin Nasution Tsmail, the former assistant secretary
of UMNO Youth: and Ezam Mohamad Noor. Anwars former
political seeretary: Abdul Ralim. Ezanm and Saifudin ssued press
statements attacking the government in facsimile messages to
Malaystan newspapers from Manile and Bangkok. I a joint messige
from the Philippines capital. Abdul Rahim and Ezam accused
Dr Mahathir of bemg power crazy and sind UMNO was on the

verge of spliting and heading owards destruction. Anwary people.
who flew to fakarta as well as Mamla and Bangkok, found sympa-
thetic listeners i all three capitals, which ereated new tensions
between Malaysia and its ASEAN parters. At 4 meeting on
Indonesia’s Batam Island, Philippiies President Estrada and

Indonesiy’s President Habibic mcreased Malaysians” anger by
expressing concern about the situation 1 Maliysia

The overseas response to the events i Malaysia highlighted agin
the remarkable success of Anwar in making friends m forcign
governmients during Iis years as Deputy Prime Minister—in contrast

with Western and regional leaders” low regard for the blunt, uncom-
promising Dr Mahathir, to whont the concept of networking was
alien. With the trial date set. foreign attacks mounted on the
Malaysian government. The reaction in the United States was
fiercest. Robert Rubin, US Treasury Scerctary. said that what had
happened to Anwar was “deeply, deeply. deeply troubling”. Demaocrat
Senator Say Nunn and twor afficials who had served under the
Reagan and Bush administrations, Douglas Paal and Paul Wolfowitz,
called tor a fair trial and Anwars release on bail. Senator Nunn

urged the Malaysian government to allow its peoaple “to conduct
orderly demonstrations” without being “chased through the streets
and arrested”. Holdimg out a hint of retaliation, he sad that to protect
Malaysia’s good mame and to attract forcign investments. the author-
ites should allow Anwar and his associates 1o voice ther opinions
and be given due process. And in a forewarning of trouble ar APEC:
d it Teaders attending the sumnut did not “seck

he sad e would be s
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to case Anwark pheht’. Later that month. 4 US government ofti
alannotneed that President Cliiton would not nieer Dy Mahathi

¢
outside the formal APEC discussions. Referring to the jailing of
Anwar. e snd the admmiseraton had been “very concerned about
the repression of political expression and the extra=judicil acts in
Malaysia®. As 1 turned our, Al Gore represented the US wieh an
arropant and crude display of US imperiousness

Justice Paul reported topolice that he lad received a call from
a man clamimg tw be o US sendtor who said he would be “closely
monitoring the vase’. The caller allegedly told the judge dhat jistice
v Mimster. Abdullaly
Badawi. sard this was - example of interference which Malaysia

must be seen o bedone I his vole as Forer

could not accept. Separately. he also aceused the Philippmes and
Indogiesian leaders of miertering in Malaysias frcerial atfars, The
Malaysian government was fircher annoyed by the publication of
a letter from Corazon Aquimo, the fariner Phulippines president.
expressing sympathy for Answars wite. Azizahe and drawing paral-
fels withy the loss of her husband o an assassin. Officials 1 Kuala
Lumpur were additionally apset by the visits of Nurul Tzzah, Anwars
18-year-old daughter, to Indonesia and the Philippines, shere she
looking voung

met the president of each couritry. The sombry
woman who had accompanied her mother to court on the day

Anwar was charged with corruption and sodomy was pictured
the medin around three weeks Laer with President Estrada in Manila.
stmling as he told her to urge her father o ‘remam unwavering’
and expressed the hope that there would be 4 “happy ending tor his
friend’. His remarks brought a diploniatic protest from Malaysia
When Answar had argued ewo years carlier that ASEANY poliey of
non-intervention in the internal affairs of member countries was
no longer swtable in an era of growing regional crises, he could
nthat he wais to hecome the catalyst for a erisis
the virtual aban-

not have fores

at least for a tine:

that would not ouly provok
donment of the organisation’s “fundamental prmciple” but also
threaten future cooperation among Malaysia and its partners.

Ihe widespread foregn criticism of Malaysia ansing out of the
Anwar affair generated asiepe mentality within the establishment.
manifesting in aninereasmgly paranoid reaction to the Western
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medu, Dr Mahathie had never been a tan of the foreign pres but
Malaysia id eschewed the kind of meastres used by Singapore,
such as banning or restricting circulations of news nagazines to
ars carlier, wire

ster ity ohjection to thewr reports. Just two v
services, television networks and foreign unru]mudum had been
encouraged w look o Kuala Lumpur as a regronal headquarters,
with Ministry of Information officials suggesting that it would be

more attractive than Hong Kong atter the territory renirned to
China. But the Malaysian attitude towards the Western media hard-
antly i the wake of articles about Anwars treatment,

ened signi
leading to o steadily worsening working climate for foreign corres-
pondents. From then up to the present they have been increasingly
excluded from press conferences held by the Prime Minister and
liis cabinet colleagues: At the same time. government officials, local
newspaper editors and colummists have been smping away at Kuala
Lurnpur-based journalists writing for overseas publications with
L 2001 several foreign correspondents, including

growing acerbiry
this writer, were threatened with prosecution for sedition as part of
A growing campaigzn ol intimidation, which has made conditions
for the We
tmaceeprable.

I 1998, Dr Mahathir led the assault on the Western media by
acensing foreign journalists of spreading lies to influence the world,

s media representatives highly ancomtortable. it not

against Malaysia, exaggerating pro-Anwar demonstrations to paint
the Malaysian government as ugly and oppressive, and tking a view
that was clearly racist. His comments were followed by a fierce attack

in an article in the New Staits Times, which called for “errant foreign

air to the Prime Minister to be detamed

Jourtlists whe were not
under the Tnteral Seetirity Acr. The newspaper, which often reflects
official thinking, ran the article in two parts on consecutive days on
its editorial page, under headlines declaring that the foreign media
was “poddling mass disinformation” and ‘should be punished if dis=
regard for fair play continues™. The article sard iv was time Malayst
ook a “hard stand on irresponsible foreign median’, which had “long
adopted an adversarial atneude towards Dr Mahathir” and taken
Anwar as their champion. Without 4 hiie of rony. it added that
Dr Mahathir had “practised a gracious attitude rowards the forcign
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madin” but instead of appreciating iy tolerance they had “tiken
advantage of lus iberal atatude and become bold in their atacks
on i’

Within a short space of time, Ruslan Kassim and Abdul Radinm

Ghouse were the only semor UMNO officuls mamtaming public
support for Anwar OF 18 people arrested tinder the Tnrenmal Seciry
At as associates of the former deputy. prime pimister, twelve: had
been released by thie tirst week of October and most of them had
made public recantations, 1D Mahathir said only “one or two people”
were “pot with the party” and deseribed UMNO as Ssohd’.
He demonstrated his confidence that the situanon was under
control, despite contnumy street demonstrations by thousands of
Anwar supporters. by making ative-day wisit to Japan. Blasting
Malaysians who were ‘using mob rule and street jusuee” to show

wnent. he siid the Dnernal S

thetr dissatistaction with the gov ity

Aer woald continue to be used against those who wanred to *create

chaoy™. He left the country without a deputy prime minister,
remarking sardonically that anyone who “wanted 1o miake 4 coup
attempt” could try while he was away

In an carly sign that the opposinon PAS was benefiting from
the Anwar affair, the Blamic party’s leaders attracted 2 crowd of

10000 people to a vally 1 Kepala Batas, Penang, at which they and

other opposition tigures denounced the Internal Securiry et and
expressed support for the former deputy prime mimister. But ic was

rthat Answar’ active supporters did not

becoming increasingly cle
have the numbers or propensity for vielence—with the exception off
asmall hard core of protesters—to ereate seriois chaos in Malaysia,
far less the kind of upheaval that had wken place m Indonesia. The
October when funning

warst disorder occutred on the night of 2.
battles hetween police and demonstrators armed with petrol bambs
caused chaos i parts of the capital. However, there was no prop-
erty damage. although tyres and rubbish were set alight in a niain
thoroughtare: Two hundred and forty-one people were arrested
The only
protests was the burning of twa police motorcyeles on the Saturday
before the mid-November APEC summit. The motoreycles were
abandoned by their riders on g main ciy thoronghtare when they

mficant destruction arsing from all the pro-Anwar
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were confronted by sl maob thar broke away fronn o gathering
of a4 tew himdred dememsoons.

Although a minor incident compared with the serous mots m
Tndonesia, it had o disproportionate impace on some APEC dele-
gates who saw the blazing mutoreycles as they veturned to their
hotels that night and concluded the nution was facing growing
wrmoil. T fact, nuny. young pro-Anwar supporters were dismayved
by the vialent confrontation between protesters and polive on 23
Octaber and by the bike burning. Several stdents told e they

il
behaviour of thew connterparts i IndonesiaSazarday Night Fever?

woured peaceful protests and would not copy the riotous

was the termapplied by the media e a senes of weekend strect
demonstrations i the last quarter of 1998, which each awraceed
several thousand people and were broken up by nor police usimy,

invariably arrested

water cannon and wear gas: The ringleaders wer
and roughed up. However, throughout 1999, the number of people

taking part i the protests fell steadily with only a few hundred
staunch Anwar supporters mamtaming the rage, apart from s lirge
turnout on the anmversary of s arrest. Opposition. parties,
wcluding PAS. m combination were able 1o organise large anti-
governnient rallies with an Anwar clenient, provokimg i tough pohiee

response, but they were set-plece political challenges rather than

spontaneons popular uprisimgs. noa staement from his cell, Anwar

cammented tpon the contimuing silence of people who mijght have
been expected to speak out in support of him. His messdige was
principally an attack on Dr Mahadhir, whom he deseribed as a
desperate man and dictator who would ‘resort to.any means 1o cling
to power’, But it was also an almost plamntive entreaty for an encour-
aging word from ersnwhile comrades. Anwar sad he was “aware of
the tear and reluctance of nuny i the leadership to express their

views. so as to protect their own vested interests and to avoid retri-

bution from the dictator” but called on them t “tike heed of the
people’s wishes” befare it was too late

Direct support for Anwar miy have been limited bue a large
segment of the community was deeply concerned about the ugly
developments that followed his sacking and their reflection on

Malaysian socicty. An emergency meeting of ahout 2300 members

1300 | THE MAVTHR LEGACY




of the Maliysian Bar Counel, which represented some 8000 Liwyers,

expressed grave concern over the tse of the Il Seairity et 1o
arrest Anwar and Tis associates. The council sad the Act was
obnoxtous prece of Jegishanon anderninimg fndamentsl human
rights, basic democratic prineiples and the rule of Ty, and that all
detanees should be released or charged i court as soon as possible.
Tt went on o say all Taws providing for arrest and detention without
trial and for the imposig of restrictions and conditions without
trial were “contrary to the rule of lwe mternatonal hunin rights
standards and established religions values and norms”. Denouneing

the ‘unnecessary and excessive” use of police foroe, the council also

expressed concerit over the alleged beating of Amwar and reports
of asaults against his supporters who had been arrested durmg street
protests.

Some journahsts went beyond their normal unquestioning
approach to government matters with the intention of apprising
the nation’s leaders of the public mood. Wong Chun W, editor of
The Star,wrote i bis Sday Star colunm that among some sections
of Malaysians “the ery for freedom, justice, demorriey and Lreater
transparency had never been louder’. He said those in power nist
realise that it came from nuny Malaysians who were "ot neces-
sarily supporters of the [Anwar| reform movement’, adding thar i
would be an msule to their intelhgence if this was not understood

st needed 1o

The colummist sard 1o one could disagree that Mq
do me
and that it would be o shame i Malaysia had 1o dos it the way of

meludig improving politeal msttutions ‘i our own way’,

Indonesia which had no history of parlimientary democracy.
Malaysians who had been living normal, uncomplicared lives
were unsettled by events over which they had no control. A retired

schoal teacher related to me hows she had been coincidentally at a

public hospital when four young e and 4 girl who had been

rested durmg pro-Anwar demonstrations were brought i for
treatment of injuries. They were handeutfed and had bean ill-tredred,
She said that she felt msecure, and asked: " What is happenimg o my
country?” The growing discontent was not conifined o the public
at large. The solidity that Dr Mahathir aseribed o UMNO way
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largely supertical. Below the surface appearance of umty, the party
wan fracturing. At the grasstoots there was deep disconitent over the
iy
defections to PA!

The strams withm the nation grew as the wial of Anwar on the
judiciary and

nent of Anw,

Lwhich was eventually to result in Lirge-scale

four of his corruption charges began and the poli

government cime tnder the braghe glare of domesuc and inter-
national media attention, which exposed decp flaws in the entine
administranve svstemn. A Jeading lawyer, swho was not involved in
the case, sand it would be “the most mnportant trial ever held in
Malaysia’- Te was not just a trial of the man who was the former
deputy prime minister, but also the jusnee and polineal systems

Dr Mahathir told journalises that it was a trial the government could

fiot win, whatever its outcome: I Anwar is tound not guilty, then
we Jose and if he is convieted we also lose hecause we will be

accused [of rigging the trigl]” Many people saw the traal not as a
criminal prosecution bur the product of @ political power struggle
within UMNO, which had a long listory of machiavellian machi-
tations, Amir Muhammad, 4 socal critic and writer on' the arts
with a satirieal hent; made the immment opening of the proceed-
ings against Anwar the occaston for 4 purported reapprassal of Franz
Katkas The Trial, the harrowing story of the persecution ofa citizen
n! an authoritarian state. Writing for the terary section of the New
Staits Limes, where o liede anti-estblishmentaramsm could some-

times slip through, Amir drew apon elements of the Katka
masterpiece to point up the concerns and confusion of Malaysians
over the pending case (which many people were calling simply “The
Trial’) without making a single reference o the Anwar hearing.
Advising people o rush out and buy the hook, Anir said “a very

Someone must have

good place to start” was the opening sentence:

been telling lies about Joseph K, for without having done anything
wrong he was arrested one fine morning” The book, he said,

presented the reader with a challenge:

Are we willing to accept this mai for what he w or do we get

boged down by questions like, Who is the real K2 1o we helieve
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b und wane b o win? Tiink swe do e never done o
tornul survey but T wonld think that only o tew blvckheads will

st Ve Fiad ik thiar K mver his rightfil te.
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A citizen and a
government on
L= .

trial

FP e rial, which began on 2 Noverber, lasted

77 days and hecame the longest in Malaysian

Tistory, soon echipsed in impact the dramatic events preceding it
Almost daily it produced 2 new sensation or startling disclosure thay
made the daily press coverage addictive reading for the public.
Malaystns were trans
the High Court stage, co-starring, in the dock. the people’ hero
procliimed victim of state tyranny and, in the pubhc

ed by the epic production playing daily on

wallery, his Joyal wife, whose devoted manmer and tudimg-covered
Tead reinforced the public perception that since such a pious wonin
continued tostand by her husband he must be innocent. A supporting.
cast ot colonrful characters, either standing in the wings or Tisted

for a later appearance, included the Prime Minister, two of his
cabinet ministers, the head of the secretive Special Braneh of the
police force, an actress married to another cabinet minister and.
with prominent billing, the diiver of the hero's wife and the sister
of his private secretary:

Uit Hatilda Al letter to the Prime Minister accusing Anwar
of sexual involvement with both her brother’s wife, Shamsid:
Laharin, and the driver, Azizan, was at the heart of the prosecution
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rrivest at the
court cach day m a succession ot Gshionable outtits. Ununit was a

cases She was besieged by press photographers s he

niember of 4 cligue of ghimorous women with well-connected
caompanions or lshands. They did not conform to conservative
Malay practice m what they wore, favouring Western-style clothi

and Jooking as wroomed as i they had come directly from their
Ummis friends was Normala

personal hairdressers. Amon
Maohamiad Yusol o busmessman’s wike, who was hsted s 0 witnes
and was also a favourite of press photographers. Umnn had
botrowed Nornday car sticker wy ctable her o enter Tivali Villas,

the apartment comples featured 0 the trial. on an occasion when

she had been eahng her sister-in=law o what she believed was a
tryst with Anwar

Ihe cameras abo focused on other photogenic figures, such as
actress Norziclah Jalil—knowin as Ziclib—the wife of the Minister
of Domestic Trade and Consumer Affairs, Megar unid Ayob.
Another close triend of Unm, Zielady was satd wo have handed over
Ummis fetter to her hushand. Megar Junid and his wife were among
the 52 persons on the prosecution witness hist, together waithy Dr
Mahathir and Daim Zainudding hut they were nat called. Unnmi's
brother Mohamed Azwan Ali. compere of @ popular television

programuie, was photographed pliving the role of supportive sibling.

escarting lis sister to court. Trial testimony revealed that she had
fallen our with her other brother, Mohamed Azmin Al Anwars
priv. ations of an affair between his wite

and his boss,

e sect

iy, over her alleg

In response to defence questions amed at showing she had taken
revenye on Anwar as 4 wonan scorned, Uninn denied that she had
been in love with the former depury prime mimseer. The Sunday
Star said some people saw an uncanny resemblance to Maonica
s scandal with US President

Lewingsky, the woman mvolved m i se
Bill Clinton”. But the wiin spothght throughout the trigl was on
the leading player. From the moment Auwar appeared at the top

of a stairw. the courtroom to

vy rising from atunnel connecting

basement cells. he was the centre of attention from the media and
merbers of the public—an the few sears set aside tor thens w the
small courtioom. They stood up to watch s he kissed his wife and
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enibraced other members of his familye greeted friends and tossed
4 quip or comment to the niedia

Anyone poking their head into Court Number Three, m the
Sultan Abdul Samad building, maght think at first sight that nothing
much had changed i Kuala Lumipur smee the colonnaded struc-
ture was opencd on 6 October 1894, by the Sultan in the presence
of Sir Charles Mitchell, Governor of the Straes Seetlements and
W, H. Treacher. British Resident. Forty—three years after Britim
extended self-government 1o 1ty former colony Malaya. the court
procedures of the Federation: of Malaysia are sall very Brinsh
nature. Judges and Tawyers wear black robes and use the polite

Tanguage of Brivsh courts. Av Anwar's traal, Lawyers addressed Justce
Paul as "M'Lord", ar its Malay equivalent, Yang Arit (learned one).
Judgments by courts i Britam and other tervitories followig the
British judicial tradition. including Hong Kong, were quoted m
wrice of kg
st and

legal argument. Justice Paul followed the outdated p
s own notes, which is common in courty i Mal

wnd slows procedures o

Singapore, another former Britsh colony,
But there were inarked cantrasts watly Britain atself. A sign

4 oraw
on the front of the judge’ beneh directly below him read. Gunakan
Bahasi Kebangasaan”, which means ‘Use the national language’.
However. legal judgments and research material are mamly written
m English and many judges and Jawyers are more at home with the
tonge of the coloists than Malay. Although Justice Paul had been
instructed by the Chief Justice, Eusoff Chin, to conduct the trial in
Maliy, the national Lnguage was soon gerting liede use.

The atmosphere in the conrtroony ranged from relas

wd o tense.
as formal politeness gave way periodically to acerbic exchanges
between the harristers for the defence and the prosecution. The
prosecution team was headed by Abdul Gani Patail.
of Law Ieview in the Attorney-General s office when he was not
handling a case. Most of the thme. Anwar Jooked relaxed and m
good spirits. but his control snapped periodically and he raged

ommissioner

against the government and the prosecution: Addressing either the
court or the media representatives. he repeatedly attacked the
Atorney-General, Mohtar Abdullah, and denounced Dr Mahathir.
Speaking from the dock to journalists at the end of the first day’s
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procecdings, he aceused Mohtar of being bused, unprofessional and
failing to respect procedures, and asked: How do you expect mie to
get a fair il these cienmstanees?’ 1t was o question that niany
ather people were 1o ask as the proceedings ook some strange
rwists

From the start, the prosecution setout o weave i tale of alleged
sextial msconduer over several years by i man whose presence in the
dock would Tave been unimaginable just months carier. The firse
witness, Mohamad Sid Awang, S4-year-old Direetor of the Special
Branchi, who like the judge had an impressive, army-ofticer-style
mustache, sud that i 1992 he had been bricfed onan operaton
code-named Solid Grip relating to sexnal mishehaviour by Anwar
but gave no other detail. It was presumed o bear some relatton-
ship to the mfornstion foriner police chief Hamif had sad he had
given in 1993 1o Dr Mahathir.

Later. the prosecution spent days eliciting evidence frony witnesses
intended o show that Anwar had cawvorted with men and women
on a semen=stamed mattress, which was exlibited i court. Bue the
testimony was wiped from the record towards the end of the trial
when the judged ruled that it was not relevant” o the charge agaimst
the defendant. By then it had been blazoned across newspaper tront
pages and feanred in television news broadeasts, bolstering the
government’s carlier assault on Anwary mordl chistacter—and Rirther
breaching the conservative code. which had until now proscribed
publication of anything of such a salacious nature.

[ their devotion to the cause of erushing Anmwar, the authori-
ties were not only prepared to sucrifice national mores bue also
disclose damaging inforniaton abouat the operations of the Special
Branch. Said testified that he and two other officers had been
directed by Anwar to look into Umnuis letter to the Prime
Minister—headed “The Matter of the Deputy Prime Minister's
Misconduct'—and find out why
wanted them to find Umimi and the driver, Azizan Abu Bakar.
quickly and frighten the pair. According to Said, the tormer deputy

1t was written, e said Anwar had

prime mumister used the Malay word “gempar’, which means o
threaten or “put a liede fear in them’. Anwar later conceded that he
had spoken the word but his imtended meaning was o have them

VCRTIZEN AND S GOVERNSENT ON TR




seolded like children. This was nor the mterpretation that Suid gave
to it After the arrest of Unimi and Azizan. the Speetal Branely chiel
told Ty officers the

had less than 24 hours to ‘turn aver” the pair
He explained that the expression "o wirn over” people meane having
them “change their stand”.

I subsequent evidence, Depury Superitendent Abdul Aziz
Hussin, the Special Braich officer assigned to get Unimi’s retrac-
tion sard she had been difficult to turn over beeause she “was very
firni in her orignal stand’. Uninn: believed swholcheartedly tha
everythimg contained m her letter to the Prime Minister was trije.

Aziz sad that 1 order to tarn over Ummi Hablda, the interrog

ton teant used 4 “psyehological” approach. She was threatened with
detention under the Internal Secnrity Act and possible “retalianon”

from Anwar. He said she was subjected o a mght-long non-stop

interrogation to “create an atmosphere m o which physical threar 1s
fmminent”. The team also used persuasion and advice to *confuse”
her. According to Aziz. the Special Branch procedures placed Umimi
Hafilda under ‘mtense mental pressure” unal she ‘lost her will to

resist”and “surrendered’ to the interrogation team. The first letter in

which she retracted the allegations was not committed enotgh so
she was persuaded to write a second, whicl was aceepted atter some
changes. Aziz said he considered the turn-over operation against
Uit Hafilda incomiplete beeatise she had not changed her stand,
although she had retracied the allegations and apologised for making
them

Special Branch chief

aid was also asked about the termi neatralise”.
Flevsaid if a person who was a security threat was “nentralised” he
was "o Jonger o security threat”. Asked why he fele he had o
neutralise hoth Unimi and Azizan, he said it was because the direc-

ton came from the Deputy Prime Minister, Smd then caused a stir

in court by saving in cross—examination that he might lie under
oath if he was istructed to do so by “someone higher than the
Deputy Prime Minister’. He acknowledged that a sitwation mighe
arise where he might have to da something illegal if it was requested
by the palice chief or Dr Mahathir.

The trial highlighted a complete turnabout in the positian of the
police and the Prime Minister on allegations of sexual misbehaviour
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agamst Anwar Acthe time Umimis leteer to 1r Mahathir was first
mvestizated by police. Sad reported 1o the Prime Minister thit

there was 1m0 prood of her allegations. He sid there were indica-

tions of the exstence of a“certan group that wight luve their own
s Ui and the
driver Azizan o Ssmear” Anwar. Further. Azizan made his aceusa-

agenda and plaved a role behind the scenes™ o u

tians beaause he “was mfluenced by the persuasion of Unimi T aildy
Aliand “did not ike the arrogance of Shanssidar Taharin®. In o state-
et Iahim Noor

saud mvestigauons into two letters alleging - sexual scapdal involving

ment o the medivon 2 Seprember 1997, Police

Anwar had found the chuarges were untrue. He said the police
considered the case Solved as far as the contents of the letters are
concerned’. The writers of the Tetters had “admitted their wrong-
doings and that what they had written was unerue”. After receiving
the police report. in August 1997, Dr Mahathir tald the media that
the accusations of a sex scandal involving Anwar were slinderous
and the work of 4 group out w prevent the former deputy prime
mmister from sicceeding hin, But in Seprember 1998, afte

sacking
ual
mishehaviour by Anwar. Against this background. the defence said

Anwar he said he believed the reports he had received of se

the chirges against Anwar were ‘trumped up’ 1o remove him and
“destroy hinn politcally’. Anwar testified that he had ‘political foes
who would stop at nothing to achicve their agenda” and that there
was a ‘major difference’ between him and Dr Mahathiv. But Justice
Paul valed as irvelevant the key defence argument that Anwar was
the victim of a high-level political conspiracy.

T just afew days, developments in Anwary cormption trial shat-

sals that it would restore satiie of

tered the hopes of Malaysian off
the government’s lost credibility. The admission by the head of the
police Special Branch that he might lie under oath at the direction
of someone ranking hi

wer than a deputy prime niinister, his disclo-
sure that in his 1997 report to the Prime Minister he sad there
could be a plot to smear’ Anwar and his vacillation about a second

document allegedly naming two ministers and other top officials
left many Malaysians dumbfounded and drew further criticism of
Malaysia from abroad. Aziz\ revelations of the harsh iterrogation

techniques used agamse Unimi intensiticd public disrespect and
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distrust of the polee. A Liwver with close government contacts
described the trial as “a real mess”, saying o me Malaysins who
supported D Mahathie were shocked by what was happening m
court. Others who had aceepted that Anwar st have engaged m
homosesual activity were now less convineed. And many peophe
standing on the sidelines had become Anwar supporters. Develop-
ments at the trial strengthened foreign opimon that Anwar was o
victim of political persecution. Dr Mahathir looked mer
isolated internatonally as he prepared o
cighteen governments represented m the APEC forum ar its annual
summit in Kuala Lumpur. Capada announced chat its Prinie
Mimster, Jean Chretien, would not hold one-to-one talks with
Dr Mahathir, despite the fact that o formal meenng was requested
by Malaysia. The reason given was concern over Anwars anrest and
il Philippines President Estrada also ruled our bilaeral talks.

asingly
cive the legders of the

After complaints in newspapers that Anwar was “receiving special
treatment’ and breaching the rules on speaking w family and the
pressecourt police and his Special Branch nimders made token
westures to keep him from talking to the media bur allowed him
considerible leeway to chiat with Lis family and greet friends w the
public gallery betore cach day’s session and during courtadjournments.
And he still managed o toss remarks to journalists covering the
trtal, including scathing comments about the Prime Minister and
other cabinet ministers. e also had the Targest and most comfort-
able cell in Sunget Buloh prison. His privileged position. compared
with other prisoners, prompred speculation thar Dy Mahathir was
appeasing his conscience by ensuring Anwars incarceration wis not
as harsh as it might have been. But a veteran Malaysian journalist
told me this was just the Malay way: Malays tended o remain
respectful towards very powerful people even when they had fillen
from power.

As Malaysia prepared to receive APEC delegates. the govern-
ment tried to turn off the international spotlight on Amwar by taking
him out of the courtroom and confining him to his cell in Sungei
Buloh prison tor a week-long trial rece:
incided with the meeting of world and regional leaders. Bur many
of the participants were determined to rase the Anwar issue, and

. which conveniently co-
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the burtng motoreyeles on falan Sultan: Tsmal thice davs before
the samimit nuide it hard for Malaysian: officials to pretend that
nothing untoward was occurring 1 the capital. Additonally, the
high visibility of the Federal Reserve Unitand their water cannons
i the area adjacent to the court comples and the increased numbor
of security persontiel on the streets for the APEC meeting, including
a paramilitary tuitarmed with automatic weapons. had given Kuala
Lumpur the Took of a vity under a state of eniergency, US Seeretary
of State Madeleme Albright, whe had long demonstrated apenly
her dislike of Dr Mahathir, fired the first shor i support of Anwar
y clear his own dedication o democ-
racy and a market cconomy’. Later. at an APEC press conference
chaired by Rafidab: Aziz, the Malavsian Minister of International
Trade and Tndustry, Albright said that the United States had made
clear a number of times that Anwar was s highly respectable leader,
She also sad the United States beheved Anwar was “entided to due
process and a fair orial’, prompting an angry response from Rafidal,
who deseribed the American official’s remarks as “very unfair unbe

by saying he had *nade ve

coming and uncalled for',

Dr Mahathir tried tohead off expressians of foreign support for
Anwar by stating i oan interview with Bernama, the national
newsagency, that atcempts w politicise APEC by introducing non-
cconomic matters wis ‘unfortunate’. He said everyone had political
problems so there was no one wha was ‘not guilty of some palit-
tcal abuse”. IF Australian Prime Minister John Howard raised the
he could “also raise issues about | Pauline| Flanson,
Bur., that

Anwar issue

abaut the treatment of Aborigines and all that’. He addec
doesn’t get us anywhere”

His appeal for delegates to contine thenselves to the APEC
nadian Foreign Minister Llovd Axwaorthy

agenda was ignored. C
went abead with a meeting with Anwar’s wife, Azizah, despite
Malaysian: government objections. Axworthy told 4 press confer
ence he had expressed concerns to Malaysian officials abour the
treatment of Anwar and other people who had been politically
detained. But the Canadian’s undiplonyitic behaviour caused only

sian government compared with

a minor frisson within the Mal
the shock wave resulting from the arrogance and rudeness of
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American Vice President Al Gore. Inaspeech ata businessdinner held

inconjunction with the APEC summit and attended by Dr Muhathir,

delegates and leading corporate figures, Gore had been delegated

to reprosent the United Statesafter President Clinton decided the s
mspection issue with g demanded his presence i Washington.
With an ansouciance bordering on conteppt for the APEC host,
who was seated at a table in front of hing, the Viee President implied
thar Malay:

declared that people had ‘power to determme ther future”. He then

a was 4 nation where freedom was suppressed and

went on to say.as Dr Mahathir listened stony-faced: " And so, among
mations suffering cconomic crises, we continue o hear calls for
- We hear them today—right here,

mong the brave people of Malaysi”

democra s for “refornm

right now-—

It was a stinging ship in the face of Dr Mahathir. He had heen
4 principal target of the reformasi protesters, who had called for hns
overthrow and burned his portrait. Adding visual isult to the verbal
injury. Mr Gore walked our ar the conclusion of his speech
es, like an cmperor
who had delivered an edice. An economic analyst and former
ted (hat
Gore not only give 4 bad speech but conducted himself” disgrace-

ceret service he

surrounded by a phalany of s

Figance Ministry official, lamon Navaratnani. commnie

fully by “leaving the dining room even before having his soup’.
11 Gore hoped t encovrage wider support for Anwar. he miseal-
culated, Even Malaysians sympathetic to Anwary plight were
appalled by his remarks. Giving comfort to people demonstrating
in the streets was unwelcome at @ time when many members of
the public feared that the protests could escaliare o Tndonesin-
style riows, The government was furious. A statement by the Fore

o
Minister, Abdullah Badawi, blasted the United States for inciting,

Tawlessness” and said 1t would be held accountable for any resulting

unrest. Describing Gore's remurks as ‘most unwirranted” and
“provocative”, Badawi complained they were a ‘gross mterference’
in Malaysia's internal affairs. Malaysia found “most abhorrent” the
action of the US 1 meiting certain elements: within Malaysia to,

use undemocratic means “inorder to overthrow constitutionally
clected clements”.
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he APEC stmmitshould have been  high poingin e Mahathurs
seventeen yedrs i oftice, allowing i to bask i the international
spotlight on an equal ooting with the Teaders of the major Pacific
powers, But for the second year running, he was host of 4 mujor
conference i Kuuly Lumpir that sutfered from an outside distrac-
don. Tnthe case of the 1997 ASEAN heads of government meeting,
it was the politeal unrest i Cambodin and the craption of regional
financial wirmoil. At the 1998 APEC summit it was the Anwar
affare. Dy Muhathirs ailure (o persuade visiung leaders from within
and outside the region o stick to cconomie matters and avod poli-
ical snes demonsmrated his diminished standing globally and in his

own backyard. Never betore had any Malaysian leader been
subjected to such a barnage of foreign: criticsm or sutfered the
mortfication of having 4 world leader publicly support his enemies
on his home ground. Bup there wad avide agreement ainong
Malaystans that Al Gore had done maore harm than good to Anwar’s
cause,

At the same oime, many people continued o say that as a result
of events of the past few months they had lost contidence i the
systent and wanted change. They wanted o Malavsiain which they
could have more fudh i therr government. their police and their
Judiciary. This message was finally getting through to the nadon’s
politicians and an inercasing number of senior UMNO figures were
remarking privately that the tme had come for Dr Mahathir to
retire. While he deserved high prais
lie repr

for s achicvements, they said

nted the old guard, whe could no langer commiand the
respect and support that an UMNO leader must have to bind
the party and the country together, Discussing the challenges ahicad
for UMNO. Hartim Hashini,a columuiist and former judye, sad the
‘era of the persomlity cult and strong one-man leadership of «
cotmtry’ was connng tooan end. I the new millennim, collective
leadership and consensus will be the order of governments. But
Dr Mabhathir was not about o reare. And since no one - the
UMNQO hicrarchy was prepared to stggest apenly it was time for
him 1o go: he was able to consolidate his authority as Prime Miniseer
and UMNO president to the ponit whe
went unchallenged.

lus decisions mcreasimgly
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A week atter Anwars trial resumed, the relatively civil relation
ship betsween the beneh and the defience ended abruptly: L move
that plunged relations between Malaysian Iiswvyers and the judiciary
to their lowest level 1 many v

ars, Justice Paul sentenced Zamur

karta, a member of Ansars legal team to three months” jail for
contempt of court over an affidavit he had filed 0 his clients name.
The judge’s contempt finding against Zaiur, followed by the impo-

sition of a Jail sentence. brought a gasp from members of the public
and left the defence lawyers momentarily meredulous. Justice Pauly
courteous manner, meticulous, case-lww=based approach o issues,
and atempts to be seen to be even-handed m considering defence
and prosecution arguments had prompred some hope that the trial
might, perhaps, be conducted 1 a straightforward way. But the
cotitempt epinode showed there was another side o the judge.
He displayed a steely wall that brooked no deviation from the path
he had chosen, Declarmg that the afidavie contained “seandalous and
contempeaous matters”, Justice Paul accused Zamur of agempting

to undermine the integriey of the Anwar trial.

The sensational development in the High Court arose out of
an application by Zaiur to have the chiof prosecutor, Abdul Gani
Patail, and s depury, Azahar Molamad, renioved from the case.
The affidavie filed in Apwar’s name said that the two prosecutors
had offered a plea bargain arrangement to a business friend of the
former deputy prime minister in exchange for false evidence against
hin. The friend was his former tems partner, Nallakaruppan.
According to the atfidavit, Nallakaruppan's lawyer, Manjeet Singh,
had alleged in a statutory declaration that Gant had said he would,
consider arequest for a Jesser charge agamnst s client i he was
prepared to cooperate with the Attorney-General s department by
‘falsely mmplicating’ Anwar “m the commission of sexual offences
withvarious married and unmarried women”. The affidavit sud the
two prosecutors had abused their positions by going out of their

wily to get the friend o fabricate evidence i order to prefer more
charges against Anwar.

Tuking, Zainur through the statutory decliravon and o lewer
written by Manjeet Singh to the Atorney-General, Justice Paul said
the two documents made no reference to fabricated evidence.
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He asked wlhicre it snd “fabricieed evidence”. Zamur said that he

came to the conclusion fiy wis i

brivate evidence: Justice Paul sad there was absolutely

request 1o
no basis for this: Fe would show merey by stopping further proceed-
ings agomst Zaour i he wendered an unconditonal apology o the
court, the Avorney-Gereral, Gann and Azaluar for filmg the apphi-
cation, which was “baseless and an abuse of the process ol this court”.
Zamur sid e would be unable w tender his apologies. Justce Paul

announced that in order w preserve the dignity of the court and
the tntegrity of the trial evidence, while also taking into account
public nterest and an clement of deterrence. he was inposing

sentence of three months” imprisonment, He rejected anapplicas

ton by the Ahwar eant for ame to prepare a defence for Zanur
and call wimesses. Justice Paul said he had to ace with all urgency
Ll not hesitaee
to flex every inch of my judicial muscle to ensure the trial proceceds

to preserve the mtegrity of the tral, declarmng:

simoothly”

Justice Panls action against Zatnur was seen by many lawyers as
a reflection of the harshuess of many court judgments in the lie
19905, They complamed that judges were resorting to contempt of
court actions too freely. Contempt of court was even the basis of 4
private action against 4 foreign journakist, Canadian Murray Fliebert,
over an article he swrote for the Far Eastent Economic Revien' coneerning
acivil case. He was sentenced to three months imprisonment, which

was reduced to six weeks onappeal. But other offences were also
incurring stiff penaltics. The opposition DAPS Lint Guan Eng had
discovered this when hig sentence of 4 fie for publishimg false news
and seditious remarks was iner

ed to eighteen monthy” imprison-
ment on each charge on appeal.

In these cireumstances, the outlook was nat encouraging for the
High Court defendant who no longer had friends in high places
and was appearing before o judge prepared to send his Liwyer o
Jail tor three months for contempt of court. For many Malaystans
the actions of the police and the judiciary msalled fear. They had

seen what could happeni to the second most powerful man i the
country and worried what might happen to them=—as powerless,

ordinary cinzens—far minor breaches of the law or for supporting
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the apposition. It way also o time when the polive appeared to vy

adopted 3 tike-no-prisoners policy, with scores ot suspected crim

wals shot dead over a period of 4 few years Tewas rare for anyone
to e merely wounded when officers of the law apened fire, These
police killings prompred Raja Aziz Addruse 1o call attention 1o the
dranmate merease e the Gl shooting of suspects in i loter o the

media in 1998 (hefore he became the leaderof the wan of awyers

defending Anwar). He said that police could *nat asume the roles
of judge. jury and exccutioner, all rolled o one’

T'he jail sentence impased an Zainur remforeed concern amon
wembers of the public that the system under which they hved was
flawed and capsed further damage to Malaysis image abroad. Two
years larer Rais Yatm. che de facto law numister. whose official title
was Minister in the Prie Ministers Departient, was mserumental
i bringing change to the judiciary. A fornier minister who
supported Tengku Razaleigh's 1957 Ind to replace Dr Mabahin, he
was brought back into the cabinet by the Prime Minister as a gesture
of goudwill torold foes i December 1990, 1 the middle of 20000
ais clashed with the Chief Justice, Eusotf Chin, who had recently
featured i pictures posted on the Interner showmg hiny with

promment lawver. V. K. Lingam, while they and their families were
on vacation in New: Zealand in 19940 In an interview with the
Australian Broadeasting Corporation, Rais was asked to comment
on allegations that Eusoff. Lingam and therr families had hobidayed
together. The minister sad that the Chief Justice had been wld in
16 uneertain terms that such an action was tmpropet behaviour for

i judge. Busoft then called a press conference at which he denied
being reprimanded by the government for improper behaviour and
threatened to sue anyone wha alleged that Tas fimilys holday m
New Zealand had been sponsored by Lingam. He suid that he had
been cleared of any smpropricty by mvestigations conducted by the
Anti-Corruprion Agency and the Attorney=General and hiad

llowed investigators to examine his bank account to verity i large
amounts of money had been deposited n it

On Raiss recommendanon, Molamed Dzaiddin Abdullah. 63,
was chosen as Chiet Justice to replace: Eusotf Chin one is retire-
ment at the end of 2000, Dzaiddin was refreshimgly frank about
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what needed to be done. He snd dltae his fiest priority would he

Testort

@ public conifidence in the judiciary and “put our house in

plenty of work to be done to
repatr the danuage” which had been cansed by “lack of leadership

order”. Me said he realised there was

and direction”. According to Dzaiddin, public perceptions about the
Judiciary were also due o so many things tiac lappened i the
past’. which he would not mention becanse it was “history™. Noting
that mrernanonl organsations had questioned the independence
of the Malaysian judiciary, Dzaiddin said transpareney would be
mark of Ins style of leadership

Some sy months atter Dzatddin took over as Chiel Justee, the
Federal Court quashed Zamur’s contempt ol court convienon and
prison sentenee and savaged Justiee Paul. One of the Federal Court

Judges on the three=member panel reviewinyg the case said the filing

of the appheation for the removal of the prosecutors was justified.
Anather noted thiv Zainnr was merely performing his role as
Anwar’s lawyer, Ruling that Jusiee Paal had aceed wrongly
finding Zamuar guilty of contempt of cotirt, panel member Justice
Abdul Malek Ahmad said he found the High Court judge rohave
acted 1 e maceer “as though he was arguing on behalf of the two
prosecuton’

This awas the third judgment o go againse the govermment i

the wake of Dzaiddiny assumption of the post of chief justice
A month carher a qudge had released ewo anen held under the
controversill burernal Sty gt vulin

thirr detenton was unlaw ful
Then another judge annulled the by-clection of 4 government
candidate after finding there were phiantom voters on the electoral
role.

Lim Kit Sung, charnin ot the oppositon Democratic Action
Party, said the Federal Court ruling was “another welcome develop-
ment on the long and hard road o restore confidence in the
Judictary™. Bot the Prime Mister showed his displeasure with
the nev

judicial independence and some analysts speculated that the
change might not list. Eleven months carlier. the opposition and
lawyers T swelcomed the appointiment of Ainum Mol Saaid
as Attorney-General as warmly as they had greeted the installanon
of Dzaiddin as the new Chiet ]mnu- The st womian to hold the
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position, she teplaced Mohtar Abdullah,a controversial personality.
who had directed the Anwar trials and ar times taken over as chiet
of the prosecution teany and on retirement was made a judge. Bue
less than o year into Ainum’s two-year contract, the governmient
announced her resignation for health reasons. Her replac
Abdul Gani Patail, the chief prosecutor i Anwar’s trighy—except

ment was

when his superior was in the court—whom Zainur had applied to
have removed from the fisst hearimg, Linsad Mals
for 4 new era of the Malaystan judiciary and dduinistration of the

ans had hoped

law. but Abdul Gam's appommment seemed to have brought back
the past. Abdul Gant had been “fully associated wath the dark age
of the system and cause of justice in Malaysia®, which all Malaysians,

mcluding the present chief justice and the judiciry, wanted o pur
to rest permanently
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91 The semen-

ained mattress

e shock waves from Zainur's cantempt of

court conviction were stll reverberating across
the nation when the public was subjected w o mother assault on it
moral values fron Justice Paul’s courtroom with the published testi-
mony of the man who had been the Avwar funily driver. The Star
newspaper summed up the firseday’s evidence of Azizan Abu Bakar
ina banner headline dominating the front page: ‘T was 2 sex shive”,
incapital letters, followed by the words.“Azizan: T way sodomised
The bold rype that agam shattered Malaysia's

by Anwar several times!
conservitive newspaper conventions while simultancously stripping
the former deputy prime minister of all dignivy and stature
Azizan, a boyish-looking 38-year-old. appeared annd i1 contrast
with his co-aceuser, the hard-edged, self=confident Ummi Hafilda
Al He was ot the official chauffeur of the former deputy prime
minister but 4 driver employed to ferry Anwars wite and children

about, He was said to have volunteered to Ummi the informaton
that he had been sodomised by Anwar anid at her request provided
asworn statenient to this effect for inclusion with her letter to the
Prime Minister. Like Ummi, he had undergone Special Branch
mterrogation witil he retracted his story. In court Azizan renewed
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his allegations against Anwar. [eading from his swor statement s
part of his evidence for the proseeation; he said that he had “been
a victim of homosexual acts by Anwar Thrahim'. The sworn state-
ment had the histrionie ving of a document thar has been eratied
1o achieve the strongest dramatic eftect. and Azizin laer disclosed
that it had beery deawn up by Ummi. I his statement he said:"This
heinous act was committed several times i 1992 against my will!
It regularly wok place in lusurious hotels” without the knowledge
Azizan said that as Tong as he was

of the public or Anwars wite
employed as the faniily driver hie was “often called upon to commit
this heinous act” although on several occasions he had “tried to resist.
Al
ar Anwar’s wife
nally. 1 decided to stop baing 4 continuony homosesual victm

ing of auilt eventually overcame him as he always had o look
“who had such high moral character”. He said:

of this man whom | regard as an ammal? According o Azizan,
Anwars behaviourcoild be categorised as chronic”and had cavsed
the driver “great mental stress'

Azizan told the court that when he was mterrogated by Specil
Branch offic

rsat palice headquarters in Kuala Lumpur, he swore
in the nune of God thae everything in his statement was true, But
Ins interrogator demanded proof. He told the poliee officer that a
wonan who was 4 virgin could prove that she had been assauleed
bt ot 4 man, He said his interrogator was “very fierce” and fright-
ened him. threatening to have him held for swo years under the
Intersal Security A He finally agreed o remrace the allegations.
Azizan read his drumatic aceusations i 4 low voice without
Tooking at the man m the dock. Anwar was expressionless. Despite
his feeling of guilt. Azizan apparenty did not tell anyone about
s on, he confided in Unmmi.

Anwary “hemous acts” unul. five ye

At that time, he was the driver of Shamsidar, the wite of Anwar’s
private secretary, Az Al He resafied that i June 1997, Ummi
told him at 4 meering she artanged by telephone thit Anwar was
having an aflair with Shamsidar. Why Ummi would disclose this
fact 1o the driver of the woman who had allegedly cuckolded her
brother was never made clear, Azizan sad he then told Ui that

he had been sodomised by Anwar in 1992,
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Detence liwvyver Chstapher Farnandaasked him why he had
*suddenly decided atter five years to come our witl these kind of
allegations”. Azizan sad Uninn sorred his awareness of the “des-

picable act” that had taken plice, Under questioning by Fernando,

Azizan said e could not remember any dates of the ocegsions when
he had been sodomised by Anwar, Te was ustally ‘in the evening
around 7300 or 8 pan. Azizan sad 1t would be aan for im, s a
Muslin, to fibricate the alleganions that he had been sodomised by
Anwar, He made his disclosure five years after the acrs we

-
committed because he did not wane to allow a sodomist to become
prime minister. Under questioning by Fernando. he denied that
Ummi made promises sorenipung thae he was prepared wsell s
honour and his pride. He aho rejected a suggestion that he had
been promised i bigsum of money and directorships i companies
where e would not be required t perform any functions in returi
for naking the allegations agunst Anwar,

Under re-

amimation by the prosecution, Azizan sind: *One of
the acts I eannat forget s the incident that happened at Suknuas
house at Tivoli Villas - The accused sodomsed wie first followed

by .. A detence objection mrerrupted him but he was allowed o
continue by the judge. Azizan said Anwarys adopred brother then
sodomitsed lum. The judge rgjected & defence objection that the
prosecution was adducing fresh evidence which was making the
witnessy allegations ‘more sordid”,

Despate Azizan’s declaration: that he could not forger the act.
there was a major discrepaney i his evidence, swhich sas exposed
av Anwar’s Lacer trial for sodomy: L the first nention of the sodomy
charge o the Sesions Court, the date of the alleged offence was
May 1994, Ther. at the prelmmary hearmg, i had been changed
to May 1992, Finally, shen the tria
tion successtully moved to have the charge amended o stupulate

got under way the prosecu-

that the offence wis committed sonie time “between Janwary and
Mai
in the sodomy trial was Anwar’s advance notice of alibi, which had
shawn that the apariment i which the offences were alleged 10
have been commmtted was not completed im May 1992, The apart-

I 1993, The apparent reason for the prosecution’s amendment

ment wiy the one referred to by Azizan as Sukna s “house™in Tivoli
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Villas but actually owned by a company for which Nalldharuppa
worked. Azizan's evidence in the first trial congitendy reterred to
1992 as the year m which he had been subjected 1o Anwary Teinous
ets” And under cross=esamanion by Fernando, Azizan sad he had

‘o problems™with Anwar.after 1992, when e maintaned wcordul

ab and the children.

relanonship” with: Az

The trial took its most bizarre trn as the prosecution pursued
its apparent aim of portraying the defendant as o pan with o
ravenous bisexudl appetite by hauling ineo court o mattress allegedly
stained with semen. The intoduction of the exhibit dltmately
served no purpose, other than to publicly besmireh Anwar. dite to
the judge’ Tater ruling that evidence related 1o 1 way irrelevant,

Musa Hassan, a senior officer with the police criminal investigytion

departiient. told the court the mattr
ona Tiveli Villas apartment as part of a police investigation mto the
allegations i the book 300 Dalil. The book mcluded the claim that

way serzed in a police raid

Shamsickr was taken there by Anwar's tennis partnes, Nallikaruppan,
for a liaison with Anwar. The police officer said Shamsidar was
alleged to have had sexual relations witht the aceused at the apart-
nent. Musa, who featured m other aspects of the Anwar case, said
that in his examinaton of the marress he ‘found stains suspected
to be seminal flurd’

After unwrapping a grey king-size martress and wdent
the one his officers seized. together with a pillow, from the
Villas flat o 10 August 1998, Musa said cuts in the cloth cover had
been made by an official of the pohice chemistry department n
order to subject spots of suspected seminal fluid to DNA analysis.
Lini Kong Boon, 1 chemist with the police chemistry department.
testificd that DNA profiles of semen staims on the mattress tatched

those of blood samples taken from Anwar and Shamsidar
He sourced other stains to another male and two other women.
I each of two cases where the conposition of 4 stain was ‘nised’,
he identified the sources as Anwar, the second nmle
The defence objected to the admission of the chemists findings
Dbecause the blood was taken from Anwar for the DNA rests without
his-consent but was overruled by the judge. Anwar had agreed to
give blood for tests other than DNA. One of Anwar's lawyers,

nd a wontan.
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Gurbachan Sl said the defence was “not coneeding that [the
specimen container] contains the blood of the accused’

Lim sund Iy findigs showed there had been some sexual activity
such as sexual nite

ourse” on the mattress, He said he compared a
DNA profile developed from the blood sumple taken from Anwar
with the DNA profile of one of the miale sources detected in the
seminal swins. The sources of the stains and blood were the same
and the probability of any other Malavsian Malay having e sinie
DNA protile wis one i 59 billion. The defence responded by
king to diseredit Lim, using information provided by DNA

s

spectalists from Australia and Britain, who sat i the courtroom
taking notes and passig them to Anwar’ liwyers. The governmen
chemse showed wnfamiliariy witl some* 1" DNA analysis
Aziz Addruse but stood by hus findings,

terms put to hioy by
Subsequently, during cross-examination of a police officer, Fermndo
told the judge the defence alleged that the semen stams on the
muattress were planted there. He suggested o the witness that the
planted semen was extracted from Amvar while he was inconscions
after hix heating at police headquarters. Assistant Superintendent
Molamad Rodwan sad he did notknow i this could have happened
or it bady fluids from Shamsidar could also have been planted on
the mattress. But he agreed that s snvestigations did not eliminate
the possibulity of such an occurrence.

The 3l-year-old wonnn whose alleguons against Anwar set in
motion the events that broughe him o tial finally appeared in the
witness stand three weeks after the first hearing began. Ui told
the High Court that she had raised the e of thie former depury
prime pinister’s alleged sexual misconduet hecause she believed he
was cuckolding her brother. She sad she also made her allegations
for the suke of truth, for UMNO and the nation, Ummi. it seemed.
was 4 menber of the dominant government party, Ui njade her
first appearance on the witness stand, which had been cagerly
awaited by the press and public, fashionably artired 1 a canar
yellow, full-length. dress, and black white-trimmied jacket, set off

with  single-strand pearl necklace. Speaking firmly i response to
questions from the prosecution, she confirmed earier evidence from
police officers that she had writeen a letter to the Prime Minister
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alleging thar Anwar was having a affar awich her sister-tn-lw

Shansidar and had sodomised bis driver, Azizan. She said that she

was subjected o very fotgh” police mterroganion and threats thar
she could be Tocked up for two years under the futernal Seciriry e,
i onder to get her to retract her allegations. She was sure her letter
had *a strong foundation for 4 pnhcc investigation” but the pohice

continged their mental torture” and she finally agreed o siwn 2
retraction. Ummi said she wanted o save her lmuhm from ‘contin-
uing to work for a person who had betrayed i and wiy 2

hypocrite. She wrote to Dr Mahathir to seck his help in vesti-

gating her allegations and providing protection for herselt and her
family. Ui said she also requested appropriate: punishiment for
5 2 reminder to

stions were found 1o be true

other leaders not to abuse their power and position”,

Under cross—examimation by Fernando,she demed his suggestion
that she Tad been in love with Anwar and was jealous of lier sister-
in-law Shamsidar. But she admitted she carried his photograph

around in her handbag. She repected Fernando’s contention that she
had confessed to people that she was “erazy abont the former deputy
prime minister. She said: T did sy that T looked up - him asa
leader before 1 knew the real person” I there was atime when
Uit admired of even loved Anwar, her feclngs subsequently
changed dramatically. She acknowledged tht on 20 Seprember, after
ed and arrested, she had wrirten i a leter, which

Anwar was s
Fernando said was “filled with hatred and venom’. In i she prayed
that the “dog Anwar” would be *destrayed by Aids soon”. Umimi told
the court Anwar deserved the leter because he had cheated the
nation. Fernando’s questions disclosed that Unimi's allegations
winst Anwar had caused a deep rife - her family and prompted
her father to make a swori stateinent saying he disowned her. She
sceused her brother Azmin Al of bribing her father to muke the
sworn staterent. which the defence submired o the court. She
stid Azmmn presented her fadher with o hungalow costing about
M$300 000 and 4 car “pad for i cash’,

When anather Anwar lawyer, Gurbachan Singh, rose to continue
the defence’s examination of Umimi, she was at fiest unrufiled. Bu
her composure deserted lier and she began ro look weasy w he

154 | U0 AT EREAey




put @ her o series of questions about 4 conversation she had
allegedly had with 4 Malaysian politician and busiesman, S Chee
Hua, 1 member of partiament from Sarswak stte and a vice presi-

dent of asmall government party. As Gurbachan proceeded, quatng
in detail what had been said between Unini and Sug. the possi-
bility that the alleged remarks may have been recorded dawned on
the hushed courtroom, Unii avas noticeably gatded by the reali-
sation that he was reciting word for word what she had discussed
with Sng when they were both i London: three wonths before
Anwar was sacked. Ui at firstanswered with denials when the
Lawyer began reading aseries of starements and askmg her f she
had made them. But s he proceeded through whit appeared o be

a transeript of her conversation with Sngshe changed her response,
saying she could not remeniberaf the words were hers

When he had finshed asking his questions, Gurbachan unsuc
cesstully somght the conrt’s Teave “to play a tasserte tape of this
conversation”. The defence believed the tiped conversation. which
of St
its contention that Anwar was the victn ol a political conspiracy

ammed at preventing him from becoming Malaysia\ nest prime

would support

had been seeretly recorded by an amploye

nunister. But the mpact of the cassette tape was diminshed by dhe
defence’s belated discovery that there were several sumilar record-
dited. Justice Panl banned

ings, one or more of whic
publication of the recorded conversation and also decided that the
tape was inadmissible because 1t had been edited. Nevertheless, the

ruvsted that o4 more extensive’ series of events

had wken place leading to Unmmi's appearance i court than the

evidence showed. While the recorded conversation was no smoking
gun, it raised @ host of questions which: the wrial never answered.
This in wo way helped Anwars case but repores spread by his
supporters of the exsstence ol an Umimi tape with references to
large sums of money and talk of killing Anwary career turther inten-
sificd public doubts about the Fairness of the prosecution cdse against

the former depury prime ninister.

By 3 January 1999, the government had finally conceded that Anwar
wans beaten ou the night of his arrest. Tn a statement thar tollowed
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investigations by special police team. Anorney-General Mohear
Abdullah said he was satisfied that “injuries on certain parts of
[Anwar’y] body were caused by police officers when the farmer
deputy prime minister was in police custody”. He believed that the
Royal Malaysia Police was “fully responsible for the injuries to
JAnwar| whilst i the legal custody of the police’. But the investi-
gations had so far “not idendfied the person or persons responsible
for such injuries”. The admission, while expecred, was not only
wvernment but also 4 damaging hlow

severely embarrassing for the g
o the .

age of low and order in Malaysia at o e when Anwar
was claiming at his corruption teial that he was the victim of 4 poli-
ical conspiracy: Mohtars failure to announce a guilty party set off
widespread talk of u cover-up sinee it seented meonceivable thae

anvore could assault 4 high-profile prisoner at police headequarters
without the knowledge of others,

Tawodavs later. the police chief resigied. Tn 3 brief statement.
Rabim Noor said he assumed “full responsibility i respect of the
miatters” reterred to by the Atorney-General. But it way another
seven woeks before he confessed. at a Royal Commission appointed
by the government soon after liis resignation, that he personally had
beaten Anwar. Even before his confession. the police—and. by
extenston; the government—had ost the trust of 3 wide swathe of
Malaysians. Their disillusionment with the body of peaple commis-
sioned to uphold law and order was mtensified by the apparent
protection of the person who committed the assault. Many people
wandered whether the failure of any officer to finger the nun
widely believed to be the perpetrator reflected either fear of a
powerful superior or a ailture of silence towards transgressions
within the force. The question was openly asked—but never
answered—after five sentor officers gave evidence at the Royal
Commission about their involvement betore and afier the assault.

Rahim's admission that he assaulted Anwar while the former
deputy prinie minister was blindfolded and handeaffed on the night
of 20 September was made through a lavyer, Teh Poh Teik, who

said his client had “acted under grave provocation”. The uiheralded
disclosure by the lawyer startled the commissioners and Anwar, who
wis appearing as a witness, although cireumstantial evidence had
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been steadily mounting agiinst Rahim. Atter a forensic doctor told

the commmission e the blows which lefi the former deputy prinie
mimister with his swadely publicised black eye, could have been lethal,
Teh stood ap and suggested o Anwar that Ralim hie him because
he was provoked, Anar replied: T samned. So | wa right I
alang! He then went on wosay that there had been “absolutely no
conversation at Al his cell ar that tme. Anwar denicd the Tawyer's
suggestion that he had provaked the police chief by calling him the
“father of all dogy™. One of the commissioners, Judge Mahadey
Shankar, asked Teh i his chient was adnmtting that he has done this
thing”. The lawyer answered: "That is my instruction and that is my
client’s postiion.

Called before the commission, Rahim said that the “chaotic and
frightening siuation” wy Kuala Lumipor on the day Ansar Usraliing
was arrested may have been partly tesponsible for his loss of contral
in asaultmg the former deputy prime mumster, Rahim pamred o
pretare of 4 cry onthe brink of aiarchy ws he and his officers
discussed plans to innroduce a curfew and moves to eall i the army
and police reinforcements from other states, [e wis a more drasiatic
nts i the centre of Kuala Lumpur on 20 September,

portrayal of ¢
when Anwar had addressed the crowd of some 40000 people e
the National Mosque than eardier official reports,

The former police chief did not offer an apology or show any
emotion as e deseribed the assiult, which he said had not been
abetted, directed or asisted by anvone-—not even the PM™. Denying
premeditation. Rahiny said he and Anwar had been close friends’.
He stated that he had entered Anwar's cell and was ahout to remove
the blindfold when the prisoner called hint the ‘Tather of all dogs”.
Rahim said he lost his cotitrol and sense of balnee, adding: 1 slipped
himi, both on the lefi and right. He fell. 1 saw him fall on the slab?
He could ot recall whether he had delvered "other physical acts

on him’. He told the commission that carlier n the day before
Anwar way arrested, the former deputy prime minster had made

“fiery political speeches’. He said:"We were practically canght with
our p.uns down. to be honest with you, your lordships. We Tooked

ar the situation and uppermost in our nunds was not to allow the
riots in Jakarta to spill over into Kuala Lumpur at all costs” It was
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an extraordimary disclosure of police meptness and lick of foresighe
bt Rahiin say have fele it provided @ vindicioon o s attack on
Anwar. His clanm that the attack was nupremeditated was refured
by the evidence of the five senior officers who said he had given
signals for Anwar to be handeaffed and blindfolded before he
entered the cell. Abu Talib Othiian, counsel assisting the commis-
ston, sad the artack was a elear and straightforward case of 4
calealated assault on a defenceless person’

On 7 January 1999, Dr Mahathir appomted Foregn Minister
Abdullah Badawi to the post of deputy prime minister fually filling
a cabinet vacaney lefeopen since the sacking of Anwar. At the same
time, he postponed the UMNO elections, due in June, until the
followng vear. This meant tia the post of deputy president previ-
ously held by Anwar would. for the time Demg. remain vacant.
However, Dr Mahathir imstalled Badawa as his de £
in-commiand by assigring him to undertake “the duties of the deputy

to party second

president’. This met to some degree the destre of sentor party offi-
cials for the establishment o a Tie of succession without committing
Dr Mahathir himselt or the party o formally endaorsing Badawi as
the next leader. Analysts said the Prime Minister either wanted an
interim period to assess for imselt” Badawi'’s capability to become
the heir apparent or felt UMNO heavyweights needed time o
aceept the Foreign Minister as Anwars replicement.

While some party officials had reservations about v.hu)ur

Badawi would make a good leader, the respected, likable and sel

effacig former foreign mimister, who was fondly known to the
public as Pak Lah, would have been the people’s chotee ina popu-
larity contest with UMNO rivals. He was untainted by cither
scandal or the UMNO bane of mioniey politics, But sentor UMNO
figures were concerned that he might not be tough enough to keep
the tight hand needed to control party factions and corruption.
One top official said Badawi did not have the “killer instinet” to lead
4 political party. A coluninist writing i the New
i an open letter to Badawi that while he “had to maintam his
amiable nature through thick and thin from tine to tme he also
needed “to show the steel” i him.

Staits Times said
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On 7 Janvary. Dr Mahathic handed over the finance ministry
porttolionwhieh e himselr Tad Bbeen holding, e good frend Daimi,

whieh, together with Daim’s existing role as Minisier of Spe

Functions and head of the commiteee overseeing the recove

the cconamy. made hiny unquestionably Malaystas ccononiiic czar
D was also UMNO treasurer.

On 13 Jantiary. the 45th day of Anwars trial. the charges agdinse
fum were altered radically by the prosecution with the judge’s acqui=
escence, effectvely reducing dhe onus of proat on the government
This amazing development, which the defendimt’s leading counsel
deseribied as unjust and Iighly prejudicnl to the aceused. came
withour warning. Anwar was originally chiarged with the corrupt
praciice of directng police Special Braneh officers to obtam written
statenients from Az

noand Umimi denying sexual miscondiet and
sodomy “commuteed” by the defendant for hic advantage ro “protece
humselt fram criminal action or proceedn

o In the amended
charges. references to the ammission of sexual misconduct and

sodomy were chianged to allegations o sexual nisconduct and sodomy.
The “advantage’ was now said o be o save himselt” from “embar-
rassent”. The alteratons removed the need tor the prosecution o
prove the sexual acts took place in order to obtain 4 conviction on
the corruption isue at the heare of the charges. Defence team leader
Aziz Addruse s the prosecution had simeared the reputations of
Anwar and Shamsidar Taharin by secking to prove they committed
adultery and by mtroduting evidence intended o show it the
accused had commitred acts of sodomy with the driver Azizan. Now
1t was saving these were only alleganons,

The following day. Justice Pl wiped froni the trial record viru-
ally all the evidence muroduced by the prosecution to prove Anwar
had been guilty of sexual misconduct and sodomy. ruling it now
irrelevant, This meant the defenee could not responid to this evidence
i either ws submissions o the court or by calling
Judge said that while the truth or Falsit

withesses. The

ol the sexual allegations
was of some importance to the origmal charges, it was no longer
a“constituent element’. He direcred all evidenice related o the sexul

allegations to be struck out “to avoid any prejudice 1o the accuse
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Malaysians fornd it mind-boggling thatafier bemnyg subjected m the
e of sexual allegations against Anwar i explicnt

banned from publication they were now heing

oiedia o a bar

Tanguage previous)
told they were no longer relevant tohis High Court trial. For two
months, disclosures abour alleged intimacies iwvolving the foriner

deputy prinse smmister and sarious partners had startled 4 commu-
nity in which Mala Muslinis” conservative moral attitudes and
al marters was natched

opposition ta the open discussion of s>
wysians. Many Mualiystans

among many Chinese and Indian M
agreed with Anwar’s lawyers that the introduction of evidence now
it hid only served tosmear him, They also believed

deemed irrele
the trial had caused remendous harm to the reputation of the
country as well as the government. Based upon the urnh nee betore
the court, eather the Ihpmv Prime Minister of the Governnient of

Malaysia and depury president of a party standing for the highest

moral values of Idam had engaged i sexual orgies mvolving mnen
and womerr; or some person or persons at 4 very semor level had
concocted an elaborate plot, which wicluded the planting of semen

extracted from an nnocent victim and bodily fluids from alleged
partners o a mattress said 1o lave been seized from a supposed
love nust.

After Dr Mahathir sacked Anwar from cabinet, decliring him
unfit to be 4 Malaysian leader, he said the trial would prove his
point. But as the trial entered s final stiges. throughout Malaysia,
espectally g rural areas of Pensular Malaysia, many: Malays
remained unconvineed of Anwar’s guile. People returmng to Kuala
Lumpur from Kelantan and other northern states, a
the Musling Hari Raya holiday in their home towns and villages.

s,

or spending

reported that the Anwar trial had generated anti-government senti-
ment and signs of a shift by some former UMNO supporters o
PAS. They said peaple’s seepticism about the lurid testimony on
Anwar’s alleged homosexual and heterosexual affirs had only been

act it had been declared irrelevant,

By now it was clear the only question likely to determine the
judgment of Justice Paul was whether or not Anwar corruptly, by
the definition of the Taw. used his position to have the police lean
on Ummi and Azizan to procure him an Tadvantage”. But the

deepened by the
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defence seemed more preoceupied with trying to persuade him to

throwy out the case on the grounds tiae tie charges againse Anwar

had heen fabricated as part ot a political conspiracy. although the
Judge had firmly rejecred their arguments as irrelevant. In both his

trtals, Anwar seetned to have decided thit Ty convicnon was i fore-

govie conchision: Thiveliste, he fioseins. make assimeh politicsl
capital as possible our of his court appedrances by ssuing statenients
interded o reach the pulilic through the media and making alle-
gations against his former colleagues as part of the vase for the
deflnee, B ownalises caversis ot vkt e bighepowered
tearn of top Malaysian lwyers thiled to put enough effort into chal-
leniging key clementsof thie charses against their client because of
their fixation with the compiracy theory They wasted their

undoubted talents on arguing wsues the judge was not prepared o
consider. At one point, Justice Paul declared: "Even il there was a
political conspiracy, what 15 its relevancy w the charges againse
Amwar now? L spite of this, defence lawvyer Fepnando went on to
argue for some minutes that Ummi was ‘used by part of this pohi-
teal conspiracy”and was “the villam of the piece’

Arguments nore oriented o the charges may not have changed
the outcome of the trials but o many Ly observers the defence’s

position rade 1t easier for the prosecution to obtain convictions.
The prosecution hammered away at the point that Anwar tried 1o
¥ ¥

stop a police mvestgation mito the allegations because it would canse
deep embarrassment w the accused. who had “prajected himselfas
a righteous and religious person”. The chiel prosecutor, Abdul Gani
Patail. said that Anwar had ised the Special Branch as his personal
ol for his advantage. The officers had no choiee but w accede o
his instructions because he was the deputy prime minister. He had
committed corrupt practices by abusing an instrument of the
government that was committed 1o the protection of the security
of the nanon. He said: *Nocountry i the world could affond a
political leader to use such instrumients of the government tor his
personal gain’

This was the nub of the case. So there was lirtle surprise when
Justice Paul ruled that Anwar had o case to answer and was called
on him to eénter his defence. The defence announced that it would
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be calling e Maliathir, Daim and Megar Junid as wimesses bue later
abandoned thar mtention, complanmg that the Prinie Miniseer had
retused o be interviewed before his planned appearince. A face-
to-face confrontation i the High Court bevween the Prime
Ministerand s Former deputy would updouhitedly have becir great
theatre. It would have been the first meeting between them since
3 September when the UMNO supreme counal expelled Anwar
tollowing his earlier sacking from the government. But neither the
appearanee o the wipess stand of Dr Mahathir or other members
of his cabinet would have helped Anwars case sice Justice Paul
Tad showy clearly that he would not be moved by any conspiracy
Arguinents.

Anwar. however, was determined o use his tme as a detence
witnesy o try to show that enenies i gavernment had concocted
the charges thar linded hint in court. He seized the opportimity
aggressively and aunnatedly to atrack Dy Mahathir and other senior
figures, drawing applase from pelaoves and friends. in the gallery
until the judge threatened to clear the court, Under guestionig by
his leading counsel. Raga Aziz Addruse, Anwar said that i hus role
ment and Good
The
committee received Voluninaus complaints of alleged governnient

as chairman of the Cabiner Committes on Man
ree he had caused displeasire unong many parties

Gover

malpractices and corruption mcluding aecusations agamst miniscers,
government officnls and even ehe Primie Munister hiniselt”™, He siid
senior government officials would come to him with complaints
about corruption and other matters biecause there was @ public
perception that he would not allow a case to be closed. When Justice
2aul called on Raga Aziz to show the relevance of his questions. e
sand his aim wag to show the motive behind the conspiracy to bring
Anwar to trial. He asserted that the case agannt Anwar was a frame-

tp tinstituted because of ill-will and becanse of bad motives catsed
by the accused performing his duty”.

Justice Paul said Raja Azizs argument to introduce the
conspiracy evidence from Anwar was hased on wrong reasoning’
and he disallowed further questions on the matter. Nevertheless, the
defence kept coming back to ity contention that Anwar was
the mnocent victim of the machinations of malevolent cabinet
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colleagues and the Prime Ministery political secretary, Abdul Aziz
Shamsuddin, all of whom later disnnssed his allegations.

Anwar said ewais genergdly known” i UMNO that Abdul Aziz
harboured enmity towards him. He claimed that Dr Mahathir had
apologised o T ar amectng in August 1997, for the nvolve-
ment of his political secretary in the move to smcar him with sexual
allegations. Police Specnd Branely officers Tad alerted i to the
sertousness and dunension” of the political campaign againse him,
They had impressed upon hin that the mvolvement of Daim, Megat
Jumd and Abdul Aziz, who were knowny to be “confidants of the
PM" would certamly comphicate thewr investigations. Deseribing the
consprracy argument as ‘very fnciful”, Justce Paul sud the defence
could adduce evidence to try to show a conspiracy by police to

change their stnd or create evidence agamst the accused, but he
ruled thye i there swas any political comspiracy 1t was trrelevand.
Justice Paul abo instrucred the defence to show, it 1t could, that
Anwar did not use his position, as the chrges stated, ro direet police
to pbtain rétractions of allegations agamst him of sexual miscon-
ducr. Bur Anwar and is Liwyers ignored Ius advice. With his
undeviating tocus on the conspirey theory. which the judge had
ruled irre

evant, Anwar not only did nothing for his case, but virtu-
ally conceded an element of guilt concerning the charges against
hin. While denying that he had directed the police to trace Ummi
and Azizan as quickly as possible and force rewractions front thens,
he admitted that he told the officers to mvestigate the matter of the
allegauons thoraughly and o frighten the par “ Dieede™ That was
enovgh to suppore the charges and sink hit defence

Anwar may have failed to persuade Justice Paul to accept the
comspiracy arguments he put forward o defend himself but he was
having mare succes i winning the public - his side. His plame
betore the vourt thar he was “helpless™, tollosing the judge’s ruling
that allegations of 4 politeal plotting against him were irrelevant,

and his leading counsel’s grievance tha the defence was ‘not being
allowed toput its case’, increased public sympithy for a man seen
by many peaple to be more sinned agamst than simning. However,
g court where the presiding judge had made it clear the fssues
boiled down to questions of Ly and relevaney, the Jawyers™stibborn
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adherence to ther original theme scemed seli=defeating. Whatever
the merit of s rulings. Justice Paul. who had writeen a book on
ssupported

evidence and was regarded as an authority on the subjec
them with detailed retorences w previous cases and statores. Anwar’s
lawyers made little effort to present counter-argtments ind appeared

o have Jose their way from the ume the prosecution amended the

charges against An
For weeks the de alsa focused on disproving the alle-
gattony that Anwar had committed sodamy and had had an

TICE WS

adulterous affair with the wife of his private secretary. The prose-
cution amied to show the allegations supplied the motve for the
four corrupt practices charges against Anwar while the defenee
sought to demonstrate the evidence aginst Anwar had been fabri-
cated. Anwars Liwyers complained thar the amendments o the
charges had undermined the foundations of their case, which was
amed at demonstrating that police hud fibricated the sexual miscon-
duct evidence as part of a conspiracy to remove Anwar from the

political scens
the judge’s stand on the conspiracy theory, many Lwyers expressed

L Bur i the new circumstances and having regard 1o

surprise that the defence had not changed rack and argued the case
onstrictly legal dssues,

In November 2000, Malavsiakini. an Internet news website,
carried a critical examination of the Anwar’s detence. The article
was written by M. Bakri Musa, a US-based Malaysian surgeon and
author of The Malay Dilenuna Revisired: Race Dynamics fie. Modrn
Mulaysia, and T Melindah Musa, a Washington, DC lawyer. In the
authors” assessment, the defence lawyers were “uncoordinated’, and
‘like musicians in an orchestra without a conductar’. With the state

throwing its massive resources into proseatiting Anwar, defending
him demanded masimum commitment and effore. I a Malaysian

trial where there was no jury, it was the judge who would ulti-

mately render judgment and impose sentence. He was the one the
Jawyers had to convinee, ‘not the foreign observers in the gallery”.
The article said Anwar’s lawyers forgot that ultinmately a judicial
Judgment was
that Anwars frequent court outburs
not endear him to the judge.

‘2 very human process”. The writers also observed
and Juvenile tantrums’ did
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As the trial drew o close, it became mereasingly evident that
Justice Pl had marrowed the ssue 1o whether or not Anwar had
abused us position ds deputy prime munster i contrivention: of
the Jawe This leflt Malaysians puzzing over how a trial that began
with the high dramay sexual shepanigans and polivcal intrigue of a
top-rating television soup apera could now be set to end with all
the excitement of a weather report. Unlike members of the public,
Anwar’s seasotied inwyers should not have been surprised by devel-
opments. Even if they could not have persuaded Justice Paul o
acquit Anwar, they could have, 1t seemed, lod beter legal grounds
for arguing his case i higher conrts. The trial ended suddenly afier
a dispute between Anwar’s liwyers and Justice Paul prompred the

defence to seek the judies disqualification—without success—and

then refuse 1o make a final subnussion, [t was another useless exer-

cise by the defendant’s team
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10| Long jail terms
end (la/7lu10
career

Ou + April, ten days before the seheduled
announcement of the verdict, the former
deputy prime minister’s wife. Azizah, took the plunge o political
Tife, Taunching the National Justice Party (Keadilan) which, notwith-
standing its platform of liberal policies. had one real purpose—the
release of her husband. The tming of the launch appearcd w reflect
a pessimisin that the verdict would go against Anwar, For Azizah it

was another major watershed in a life that had once centred on
being the dutiful wite of the nation’s number two leader and rasing
their six children. She handled the formalities of being Keadilan
president well but proved madequate to the task of setding differ—
ences between the factions that emerged m the party. Two years

after 1ts founding, moderate members began deserting the party.
leaving it i the hands of 4 hard line clement under Anwar’s sway.

The launching of Keadilan coincided with the hospialisation of’
the Prime Minister for treatment ot a lung infection and bronchitis.
Dr Mahathirs illness caused public concern that Malaysia nighe
suddenly lose its Prime Mimister and be shaken by a political erisis
but he recovered quickly and was soon demonstrating his old vigour.
e had been rdeased from hospital but was stll recuperating on
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[ Aprl when Anwar was brought o the Tieh Court o learn s

grossed and

fare atter bis Tong and renuirkable orial whivh had ding
polarised the nation ke no other event 1 Malaysas history.
Delivering by verdier. Justice Paul said e having “mieticulously
considered the Tiw and the faces on an overall hasis”, he tound the
ason-

prosecution had proved i case agamnst the accused beyand r
able doubt. Granted leave o make Bis own plea for a light penaly,
Anwar instead began roading aowritten statement oudining vet once
agam his argament that he way the vieting of a political conspiraey.
The judge tried o stop him. stating thar his statenient should be

made ma politeal forum, but Anwar pressed ahead. Declaring tha

Anwar said the charges were part of

D had “na Hope of justice
political conspiracy to-destray lim and ensure Dr Mahathir's

cantmued hold on power at whatever cost”. His statement served
o usefial piirpose so far as his trial was concerned. Justice Paul siid

the offence was sertous and stedek at the very core of the adinin-

istraton of justice. adding: I some politicians ave out to topple vou
it has no bearing m tns case”

Hesentenced Anwar to six vears imprisonment on each of the
tour charges but said that the termy should run concurvently,
Asstming Anwar was given the custoniary one-third reduction for
good belaviour his total time in jail would be four years. Bur he
would be barred from sitting - parliament for anothier five yvears
after his release. Justice Paul said the term of mprisonnient would
run from the previous day, so it did ot melude the sis monthy
Anwar had already spent in jail betore and during is trial. The
Judge refused a defence application for a sty of exceution and buil
for Anwar pending an appeal. The sentence was Tonger than Anwar
bad expected. He reminded journalisss that he had told then it
would be two to four years, adding: ‘But it docsin’t make a ditfer—

ence One of his lawvyers, Gurbachan Singh said the sentence was

‘manifestly excessive’, but it was not the heaviest Justice Paul conld
have imposed. The masimum jail ternn on each charge was four-

teen years. Nevertheless. many people, including this writer, thought

1t was unreasonably severe, considering the nature of the offence
The

transgression compared with the widely aceepred corruption

arrupt practice” with which he was charged was a minor
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rampant throughout all levels of the Malaysian government
1t deserved no more than a slap on the wrist, not s years il

A seeond trial was vet to come, but already commentators were
writing off Anwar' political career. Government and opposition
politicians alike were pessimistic about Anwary chances of making
4 return Lo active politics. Several people drew a comparison with
Harun Idriscanother impartant UMNO figure. who was convicted
of corruption i 1975, Deseribing Harun
figuire than Answar, 4 veteran Malaysian journalist pomted vut that
many UMNQO leaders strongly opposed his prosecation. He was

an even more popular

pardoned after some years but never recovered his previous polit-
tcal prominence. UMNO sources said there could be o move to
pardon Anwar 1f Dr Mahathir died or no longer conrrolled the
party. But since the new leaders would ot welcome s potential
aval back into the party, Anwar would most likely. like Flarun [dris.
end up in dhie political waldertiess, A senior UMNO paolitcun

“You do not invite 1 tiger uto your tent
While Anwar's conviction and sentence did not lead to a massive

observed

public protest. the ial result and the astonishing events of the
previous six monthy had produced a momentous change in the way
many Malaysians viewed their govertiment and its mstruments of
power and authority, When the Prime Minister met: Makaysian
students on 4 trip to London one of them boldly suggested that he
should resign: Dr Mahathir told him and the others present that
even if he was cursed he would not resign because he had “a duty
to perform’. The opposition party, PAS, was quick to capitalise on
the feelings of suspicion and disgust towards the administration. The
fundamentalist opposition party’s leaders could norntally draw large
amah (public mectngs) but the
numbers increased significanty in the wake of the trial verdict when

crowds of Malaysians to their ce

they accorded Anwar the status of political victm and mvited Azizah
to jomn them as a featured speaker.

On 27 April. thirteen days after his corruption convicrion.
Anwar was back in court ta face 4 charge of committing 'carnal
knowledge against the order of nature’. In the High Court,
Attorney-General Mohtar Abdullah Jeading the prosecution said
the government would proceed with ene charge of sodomy against
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Anwar. Sodomy is anoffence in Maliysia carrving 1 nuisimum
sentenve of 20 vears and o caning. Mohtar asked the court 1o post-
pone comideration af the other four sodomy counts and one
remainmg count of corruption mentioned when o total of ten
charges were preferied against the defendant following his arrest
Subsequently. atter the govermment had obtamed 4 conviction
against Anwar i the second trial. ae dropped all the other charges.

The prosecution elected 1o proceed with the sodomy charge in
which the other person allegedly snvolved was Azizan, one of fits
key witnesses in the corruption trial. It chose not o go ahead with
the counts involving four other people, three of whom, including
Anwars adopred brother, Sukina Darnawan, had publicly climed
the police into falsely aceusing Anwar ol
sodomising them, However, the government charged Suking with

were coerced by

sodpmising Azizan and aberting Anwar to sodomise Azizan, Mohtar

successtully applied for Sukma to be jomty tried with Anwar.
Wher the jome tridl of Anwir and Sukina apened before Justice

Ariftin Jaka on 7 June, the prosecution made s move to have the

dare of the alleged offences changed from May 1992 16 between
Januiary and March 1993 This prompted the defence ream ro accuse
it of abusing the court process and acting in bad faith. Declarnig
that Mohtar had decided to make the smendments after both defen-
dants” had given notice of alibus showing the apartment - which
the offences were alleged to have been committed was not
completed by May 1992, Anwar's lawyers sought to have the charges
cuce argument and

thrown out. But Justice Ariftin rejected the de
ordered the hearing to go ahead.

At the UMNO annual general assemibly one 18 June, the first
party congress since Anwar’s sacking, Dr Mahathir launched a
strong new attack onhus former deputy. aceusmg hiny of trying (o
topple the adninistration with foreizn Support, in @ reference to
the events of 1998, He said that because of Anwars “betraval” it was

appropriate tor him to have been sacked. Denying Anwar’ claims
that he was the victim of 4 conspiracy. he said: "I did not victimise
him, 1 did not conspire to stop hun from becomig the UMNO
president and Makiysian prime nunister. His mrorals and: behaviour
prevented him from becoming UMNO president” Asked at a press
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conference 1f he would recommend a pardon for Anwar,
Dr Mahathiv said:"Anwar says he s innocent. How do you pardon
an mnocent nuan?’

In June, the Prime Minister and s sl moved mro new quar-
ters i g sixestorey damed and impressive building i the centre of
Putrajaya, the 4380-hectare new administrative capital, 40 kilometres

south of Kuala Lumipur. Aiwar cliimed he had opposed such “mega-
projects” as Putrajaya but he had participated in ther planning and.
but for 4 migor musjudgment, he could have been the first prime
minister to work from the multibillion ringgit “garden city’
and reside in the grand official residence buile there for the head

of gavernment. Instead. on 25 June about the sanie time as
Dr Mahathir was bemg driven m o limousine from his old home
in Kuala Lutnpur 1o start his first day o his Giney new office at
Putra

va, Anwar was being taken ina police van: from his cell in
the Sungei Buloh prison to the High Court for the continuation

of his sodomy trial

At the hearmg, after rejecting the defenee’s contention that it
was obtained by police threats, Justice Aritfin allowed the pros
ion, which he had
an Indonesian. sad

-

tion to introduce as evidence Sukma’s confe:
subsequently tetracted, In the statement, Sukima
he had been placed under the care of Anwar’s father while he
studied m Malaysia, e said his homosexual relatonshipwith Anwar
started in 1976 or 1977, when he was still 4 teenager and they were
sharing a room. It continued after Anwar was married. A summary
of the contents appearced 1 the New Staits Times under the head-
line:*Lurid details by Sukma on sex with Anwar’. This new artempt
by the establishment to undermine sympathy for Anwar failed o
overcame public seepticism about the judicial process.

The second trial moved along more rapidly than the first, with
almost solely around the evidence

the prosecution building its ¢
of Azizan and closing its case in August. But mterruptions due o
the 1999 general election, holidays and procedural arguments
resulted in the hearing dragging on into the middle of 2000. Justice
Ariffin rejected a defence application for Azizan’s evidence to be

thrown out on grounds the witness had contradicted himisell and
lied to the court. The defence had moved ta have Azizan’s credibility
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mpeached because i Anwar’s carlicr cortuption trial he had said
thit he had not been sodomised after 1992, 1n the second tial,

Azizan said he had meanr he Jad not been sodomised in Anwar’s
house simee that time. The prosecution argued thar Azizan’s explan-
ation for his alleged contadiction was *plausible’, and Justice Aritfin

siid he was satisfied that the evidenice of the witness was. reason-

ableand acceptable. He said his eredibility should yor be ¢ hallenged,

Justice Arittin gave Anwar more leeway than the first judge to
argue his conspiricy theory and attack formier colleagues over
alleged corruption. A defence witness. Ruga Kanvaroddin: Wahid,

who was a minor UMNO official, gave strong support to the defence

argument that the charge against Anwar was fabricated, saying that
on 26 June 1998, Abdul Aziz Shamsuddin, who was then Dr
Mahathir’s political sceretary. told him about plans 1o destroy Anwar’s
reputation sohe could never become prime minister. The witness
said Abdul Aziz told him he was paving Azizan and Unumi Hafilda
to make up stories about Anwar, He alleged Abdul Aziz rold hin

he had wanted revenge against Anwar for 4 long fime and the bese

way o topple him was by making up charges on sodomy and adul-

tery. Raga Kamnaraddin lacer *realised that slinder was 4 big sin’ and
“sked gurdance from God™. He then contacted Anwar with his
story.

The trial wis swice interrupred by questions over Anwar's

health—first when a defence lawyer suggested the defendant had
been poisoned sith arsenic, and later when the former deputy
prime minister complained’ of headaches. The arsenic mcident,
which ultimately became an embarrassment for the Anwar camp,
had ity genesis madramatic declaration to the court by defence
lawyer—and opposition politician—Karpal Singh. He said that
Anwar was suffering from arsenic poisoning and someone might
be trying to murder him. Karpal Singh satd 4 sunple of Anwar's

urine had been sent to 4 pathology Liboratory in Melbaurne in the
assumed name of Subramaniam. Declaring that the sample showed
a dangerous level of arsenic, 77 tmes 1 normal occurrence, Karpal
Singh said Anwar was ‘i jeopardy of his life and called for an -
depth inguir
considering that Anwar had been beaten by the former police chief

He described the pathologises report as Significant’,
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after his arrestyear ago, and said: Tt could well be that someone
out there wants to wet rid o him. 1t would be a shame 1t the

conspiracy. we have been referring to should fnchude murd
then went on o say he suspected some people i hngh place
‘i all likelihood responsible for the situation”. These renuirks Lieer

brought a sharp response from the government. It hit Karpal Smgh

with a charge of sedition. which carried & maximuam penalry of

three years” jail, However, the charge was eventually withdrawn.
Anwars wife, Azizah, said at 4 press conference thar the pathol-
ogist had told her the level of arsenic in her hushand could not
have been mgested acerdentally. She said she was “seared for his life"
The decision o test Anwary urine came after he had experienced
4 series of symiptoms suggestive of poisoung, Azizah said that from
the begining they had “seen the existence of a conspiracy ar the
highest level to silence Anwar’s influence in politics but never
expected that it would lead to " eviminal act” Justice Ariffin direcred
that the defendant be sent ta hospital and the trial postponed il
such tinie as doctors certified him fir. Keadilan and other opposi-
tion parties capitalised on’ Karpal Singhs sensational dssernon m

court to re-awaken waning public mteres
a boost to their efforts to win voter support ahead of the forth-
coming general clection: A rally supporting o petiion to the King

i Anwar’s case and give

for a royal inquiry drew thousands of people o the National
Mosque. It ended in i violent clish between protesters and police
and was followed by the arrest of opposition figures.

v and turns of

Having ceased to be surprised by the bizarre twist
Anwar’s two trials and many tribulations, Malaysians i the street
expressed shock that there might be an attempt on his hiie but did
not react with dishelief: They had been stunned and then numbed
by the sacking and a
country and the events that followed. They had stared at therr tele-

erest of the second most powerful man i the

ion screens i amazement as the Prime Minister gave them
specific information about the alleged sexual misconduct of his
deputy prime minister and heir apparent, using words they had
never licard broadcast before. They had read abour the black eye
that shook the nation and then learned that the chiet of police had
beaten Anwar after he was blindfolded and handeutied 1 a cell in

172 ‘ THEMSTATIHR PReAey




police headquarters. So nuny Malavsians were prepared to believe
that someone had tricd to poson Anwar. Howe er.subsequent tests
i Malaysiaand overseas onurine and mail samples frony the former
deputy prime minister showed that his atsenic level was normal,

Azizih said she wondered whether the samplos sent to the Libor

tories belonged ro her husband. She also <aid her husband's health
had improved quickly hecause of the prayers offered by the peaple.
But the government ok grear care to ensure the tests were carried
out by responsible experts athome and abroud, leaving liele doube
amon

even the most eyniedl journalists that the results were valid,
The episode seriously danaged the credibility of Azizal, who had

been regarded by members of the media as 2 believable source of
nformaion i the often-suspect Amwar canp. Bu by this dmie the
opposition could make almost any unproved accusation against the
government and have Malaysiang believe it

Dr Multathiry frustration showed when, following the arsenic
meident. his tormer depury complained of persistent headaches, The
farmer medical practiioner labelled the headaches 1 wetic of an
expert lar”and Jashed out:

Pherel nota doctor in the world who can heal such u headache
Soon his supporters will geCangry and riot agtn. Believe e, diar
is Anwar's way, fie to it the peaple so he will become a hero
We'll fined feditficule ro counter the lies, But believe me, Tis whole

Bt s a e, pretending o he plous but practising disgusting activities.

T chew final submission. the defence team deseribed Azizan as unre-
liable, untrustworthy and lLicking eredibilig, Taw ver Christopher
Fernando said the prosecution had failed to prove irs case beyond
reasonable doubt and called for the aequittal of the accused. Buc
the judge did not see it that way. On 18 October 1999, Justice
Ariftin Jaka said he had given the evidence a 'maximum evaluation’
before deciding that the prosecution had established its case against
Anwar and co-defendant Sukma Darmawan beyond reasomable
doubt. Rejecting a defence submission that it was a complicated
case, he said it was an ordinary erimingl case of sodomy under the
penal code

FUNG AT TERMS END DAZZLING CAREL ) 17




The bitter enity existng hetween the two men who two years
carhier were hailed as the “perfect team’ o lead Malaysia was reflected
m Anwar's High Court testmony when he wok the stand i his

defence and public remarks by the Prime Minister around the same

tme, Lo meeting with farmers i his home seare of Kedahowhich
was broadeast over nutional television, 1y Mahathir said Anwar was
previously his triend. whom he had brought ino government and
groamed to be deputy prime minister. But when he knew he was

a homaose o allow him to be s suceessor,

al he was not willing
He said o person like that was “not qualified 1o be even a juntor
leader. let alone the prime minister’. Addressing the court, Anwar
meluding two cabinet ministers
ary, as behind a plot to bave him

named four ‘master conspirators
and Dy Mahachiry poltical seere
removed from power with fabricated charges. He also accused the

Prinie Mintister of brushing aside corrupton allegations agaist two
ministers and a fornier state chiet minister. Allowed to procecd
detailing his carlier clams that he was a vietim of @ conspiracy by

people iy the government who allegedly feired his reforning zeal,
Anwar painted a picture of such extensive inmrigne that one was
left to wonder how the government ever managed o continue tane=
tioning. And in claiming to be aman of virtue surrounded by
villains, the former deputy prime nunister advanced an implausible
seenario, given his comfortable estahlishiment lifestyle from 1982 to
1998 and the wealth of his tanuly.

Additionally, i there was a conspiricy within the government
to-destroy Anwar politically with fulse charges of corruption and
sodomy, it was more likely to have been provoked by his blatane
bid to seize the leadership from D Mahathir before he was ready
o surrender it than by a crusade for reform. Nevertheless, his accu-
sations pointed to tensions withim the leadership of UMNO. which
vs been a party riven with factions. Once again, he tore
into Daim. who had recommended Anwar as his su
Finance Minister in 1991 and praised him a few years later for his
achievements in the job. According to the authors of the book Dain:
The Mant Behind the Enigma, which was first published in 1995, he
said: 1 old [Anwar| that o be a good Finance Minister. one must
work very hard and read 4 lot. He has done well, The cconomie

has alw:

NSOT A5
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growtl shows 1" Anwar had pard tribute to Duaim i his muaiden
budget speech in the Malaysian Parfiament i November 1997,
dectarmg that Te had formulived the buduer with confidence
A
the omet. | theretore wish (o express my gratitude o the former
Minister of Finance, Tan Dam Zamuddin, whose determined effores
strong and bold measures strengehened the funda-

because o the strong cconvmy he b inherited. Anwar sai

m antroducin

mentals in the cconomy:’

The former deputy prime mitiister and finanee minister deliv-
ared anentirely different judgment on Damn i the High Cougt
But.as witls Anwar’s aceusations against other former close associ-
ates,many of his claims sounded as fawerful and iplausible as his
carlier charge thae D carried M$1 billion in cash on board an
MAS tlight to Switzerland. Anwar said there was *bad blood”
between b and Do, who had allegedly advised Anwar to resign
to avord the cmbarrssiment of charges being brought againse him
He suid he had told Dain: “You mean you have the audacity to
fabricate sueh malicions les dbout miy alleged corruption and sestial
misconduct when it is public knowledge thae you lave squandered
billions from the couutry? You have heen using your private jet to

bring i womien via the VIP channel, bypassing the Customs and
Tmmigration. 1t was bard w mmagine Anwar comimg up with such

anearly constructed assaule on Dain i the course of a conver
tion. The paragraph had the edue of a sound bite structured for
public dissenumaton.

Justice Ariftin did notstop Anwar from bringing up the alleged
taping of Ummi's conversations with Sarawak politician S Chee
Huoa  London. Stting thae Unimi had elephoned Azizan trom
London and told him ot to change hisstory and o “connnue with
the pla’. Anwar said this information came frotn Nor Aziman
Abdullah, Sng’ assistant, whao had allegedly recorded Ummni's
conversations and given the tapes to the former depuey prinie

nupster. According to Anwar, Nor sad Daim secured o contract
for Ummiin conneetion with the new Kuala Lapuy lnteenational

Arrport, which wogether with o cish paymeint of 4 reported M$2.5
million was 4 rewand. Anwar brought up his conflicrs with other

previously mentioned foes or ‘conspirators”, ncluding Megat Junid,
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Abdul Aziz Shamsuddin, Rafidah Aziz and Rahin Thamby Chik.
e sind Rahum was “extremely angry” with him after Anwar asked
hit o resign from s government and party posts over his alleged

mvolvement with the 15-year-old girl,
T the wike of Anwar’s evidence, the wonnn in the case, whose

accusation: five vears carlier that she had had @ sexual relationship
with Rahin had destroyed Iis political carecr and led o the jailing
of her defender Lim Guan Eng, adnneed she had lied. Norhayau
Yusof, now aged 20, called a press conference to anmounce that she

Dad made s statutory declaration m 1998 denying her mvolvement
with Rahin. She said she was disclosing this because the sex alle-
wation was rased at Anwar’s sodomy trial. Norhayau said she had
been forced to lie by twa men who taught her 't fabricate a story”
about a relatonship with Rahim. The case ook an even adder twist
when her grandmaother disputed Norhayatis revised version: of
events.

As it had i the firse trial, the defence announced plans w call
1r Mahathir. But the judge said that the defence nuse show that
the Printe Minister’s evidence would be relevant o the ¢
al watness,

s and

after hearing argument ruled that he was noc a4 mate
Defence appeals against the ruling to the Court of Appeal and the

Federal Court were upsuccessiul. The prospeet of Anwar's lawyers
extracting any cogent mformation from Dr Mahathir that supported
the conspiricy theory was always very unlikely
seemed mamly aimed at focusing public attention on the wial and

The defence move

renewing Malaysians” interest in Anwar’s fare. which had been
steadily waning.

On 17 and 18 July 2000, Anwar delivered a final address i his
detence, declaring that the srument of government was “unfor-
tunately used and abused” to fabricate charges sgaimst him: He urged
Justice Ariffin to be “guided by the law and the dictates off
conscience’. The judge replicd: You can rest assured that T will In
guided by my conscience and judge the case based on evidene
On § Auguse Justice Ariffin convicted Anwar of sodomy and
sentenced him to nine years imprisonment. He fised the new
sentence to begin when the former deputy prime minister
completed the six-year term imposed on him at his earlier il on
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corrupt practices charges. Sukma was sentenced o sis years
niprisonment and two strokes of the cane on cach of the charges,
Ins jail terms 1o be served coneurrently.

IEADwar who swas then a few days away from his 53rd birthday,
received the normal one-third remission for good behaviour on
cach sentence. he would be behind birs for g total of ten vears from
the date of his first conviction on 4 April 1999 On his release. he
would be barred from standing for Parliament for another five years.
While his age of 66 in April 2014 would ot necessarily. bar his
rerarn o politics, it seems likely the passage of vme will have

divmed his duraas o potential leader and have brought ta power
n new government tean with hile reason to-offer Kina 3 position

The case against Anwar was sertously fawed. [oway severely

weakened from the beginning by the manner in which the prose-
cuton serambled arotnd o find o year and month o wlich the
alleged aers of sodomy could have been conmitied in the Tivoli
Villas apartment and finally serled on o flesible nme ‘between
vainst any new Anwar alibi.

Jamtary and March 1993 to guard
Azizan maised more questions than he answered wath his flounderimg,
appearance on the witness stind, The govermment prosecutors made
such @ botehed job of the sodomy charge they brought against
Anwar that 4 lay person might think he deserved to go free. That
was not the view of Justice Ariffin, who said he was satstied the
evidence did not support the defence argument that the charges
were fabricated. He also said he was of the view that conspiracy
was ‘not an issue m this case’ and was. theretore, irrelevant. The judge
held thar Azizan, the maim prosecution witness. was cross-exaniined
by the defence “aggressively and extensivély” and had “come out
unseratched”. Hiy evidence was consistent with @ confession by
Sukma. Justice Ariffin charactenised the Tewer inowhich Sukma with-
drew his contession as “an afterthought’. He smd he was sansfied
that the prosecation had proved its ease agamist both accused beyond
reasonable doubr.

The mine-year jail sentenced imposed by Justice Ariffin shocked
observers from those Western cotmntries where there are no legal
prohibitions agunst consensual sexual acts between males but te was
less than half Mulaysiay possible naximuam penalty of 20 years
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mprisanient. Anwar would ave been aware of the hashness o
the: punishment for sodomy in Malaysia—an offence under both
criminal ad sharialy Lise——and, therefore, mview of the allegations
Tanging over his head, he courted the disaster that hefell Tim by
not resigning from UMNO when he was given the opportunity
and heading off overseas. Tt was asorry end to what iight ave
been a rewarding career i he had just bided his nme and not chosen
to challenge hiy mentor. Anwary wite, Azizali who had remned
uilty

compuosed throughout both triak. was close to tears after the
verdicr, She sad it had been expecred bue dhe reality was pamful,
Riot palice lined the streets around the court area and forced small
wroups of people o disperse. But the b turnour of demonstrators
ry

s by Anwar siipporters did not miaterialise.

Betore sentencing Anwar, Justce Ariffin agreed to Jet him make
Tis owin mitigation plea 1t rupned out to be another fierce blase ac
Drr Mahathir but also included attacks on the Prime Minister’s finnly
and “crontes” and the judictary. Writeen in his cell before the verdict,
it showed that Anwar had expected o be canvicted, He detied
repeated attemprs by the judge o stop him from “wiving o lecture’
and making 4 pohitical speech’. Anwar smd thie judgmient was “unust,
disgracetul and revolting . He ended by telling Dr Mahathir and ‘his
It was his last

areedy cromes” to "heware the wrath of the peopl

angry ety before he was locked up for what ought to have been
the most politeally productive vears of hus life. Bue af he had any

expectation that his allegations of corruption and cronysm i the
government would be featured in the Malaysian mediag he would
have been disappomted. His emotional declartion from the dock
was heavily edited i the main newspapers. taking up 4 few pari-
araphs beneath the judgment of Jusnee Ariffin.

The absolute bleakness of Anwars future was reflected m the
fact that no wsed publicly within the UMNO
leadership to express erther concertover the length of his sentenee

single voice was

or sympathy for his plight. Notably, no one among the former ninis-
terial colleagues who were on his winning UMNO team m the
1993 party elections commented on the outcome of the mrial. Those
who were ance close to Anwar had all distanced themselves from
hinn over the past two vears and pledged allegiance ta Dr Mulathir.
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The only domestic expressions of concern over the sentence or
sympathy for Anwar came from opposition partics, which had used
his case o therr polincal advantage. As the cell door losed behind
Tim on his return o Sunget Buloh prison after senterve was passed,
Anwar taced a long and fonely futare i the ssolation of the four
walls confimng hin. He mamtained wn air of spirited defiance in
public but one ot hus lawyers reported that from tme to tme he
suceumbed woa black depression. He never conveded m convers-
tion that he had taken the wrong path. Bur, most certamly. his
apparent helief that he could take on and detear the system that had
brovght him to power was o serious nuyjudgment. Tr was one of
many mistakes.

Anwar was doomed from the njoment Dr Mahathie turned
against him. Fle did not Kave the political acunien to-defend himself
and lostany hope of significant support when he demonstrated e
i contest with the master he was aomere noviee. His first miistake
was to allow himsell w be lonised abroad for s pro-Western
econamic policies at the same tme as his Jeader was being deni-
grated for denouncing foreign money-market speculators and o
beheve he could steer the ccsnomy away from the direction
favoured by the Prime Minster. His second error was to nusread
the mood of the party i 1998 when he tried unsuccesstully o
force his tormer mentor's retirement by diawing parallels between
Indonesia under President Suharte and Malaysia under Dr Mabathir,
The Peimie Mingster was meensed by these developments, He had
tolerated Anwary impatient manoeuvring for power from the unie
> him Depaty Prime Minster becase he thoughe he was

lie amad
the most qualified person to succeed hine He had also mvested
considerable e and effore i grooming Anwar for the top job
and time was running out for him to find anyone ¢lse. But Anwar’s
nd lis

attempt 1o take advantage of the regional cconomie eris
favourable standing with the West to further his political ambitions
prompted Dy Mahathir to look at bis heir apparene with 2 more

L e had dismissed speculanon and funiours about

Jaundiced ey
<life i the past becatse vilifi
feature of UMNO polities and because he did nor want his judg-
ment of his deputy to be proven wrong: Additionally. hie wis so

Anwar’s se ation of adversaries was i
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conservative in his beliefs that he could not imagine that & man of
Anwar’s reputed prery with o wife and six children. could he a prac-
tising homosexual. Bur now he began to listen to close assocttes
and members of his staft whao had been telling him that the sexudl
allegations niade againse Anwar e

Dr Mahathir met Unimi and Azizan,who conveyed o iy what
they were liter o el the High Court. His revulsion at the revela-

ar carlier were true.

tions of Azizan was apparent when he gave s detailed account of 2
spectfic episode at a press conference. Dr Mahathiry traditional Malay
abhorrence of homosexuality was reflected in s address aca fune-
tion of Wanita UMNO, the womens wing of the dominant
government party; a few days after Anwar’s arrest: 1t is so disgosting
sing another man i public. S0 nause-

to see a man hugging and k
ating. He also said 4 homoses
Tike Malaysia because he would be temipted to follow his st which
could be manipulated by foreign powers. In November 2001, he
deelared, man interview with BBC racho: The Brinsh people accepr

val leader could not lead a country

homosexual ministers but i they ever come here bringing their
boyfriend along, we will throw them out. In this country 4 homo-
sexual is not acceptable as the prime minister” Defending the sacking,
oft Anwar, he repeated his assertion that Malaysia could not ha

leader who was & homosexual and added:"So we had to take action.”

Having apparently voncluded after interviesing Unmm and
Azizan that he had been wrong about Anwar, Dr Mahathir would
no doubt have felt mortificd over his carlier rejection of reports
advising himy that the man he had brought into UMNO was 2
homosexual. This could have intensitied lits anger towards Anwar.

In any case, the evidence he now had provided him with a reason
to throw Anwar out of the cabinet. Addinonally, it Ummi and
Azizan were to be believed, Anwar had broken the law:

When Amwar chose to fight rather than go guietly h

ate was
sealed. Dr Mabathir’s wrath towards his chosen heir was fierce and
brooked no opposition from within: the party. One of Ma
leading political apalysts, who has close connections to people at

the highest government level. was emphatic i telling me, “The
majority of Malaysians, the majority of people who countin UMNO
did not want Anwar i jail. But no one way prepared to stand up
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w0 e MUThey were alraid of him? Flowever. - his remuorseless
parsint of Anwar, the: Prime Mimister suftered aive hurn o iy
standimg than the man he sought to portiay as anevil lar fo iy,
piety Anwarsaurd of respectabiliy and recoitude and the appalling
actions of the st apparatus perstiided iy Malwsians that the
former depuy pringe inister was te good leader and Dy Mbathir
the had

Nated Mulaysing author and social conmentator Rehman
Rashid had tis to say during the firse eeial:

Exven it Anvar ax gl this marter conld and should Jave been

conducted i very ditfercut anner sonetheles. o preserve

dignity o save people’s shame; above: dll o show it the ansver
e dishonourable deeds s honourable dieds: e the base are
redeemed by the pable. Nat by minimg bugzery betore 3 hve audi-
enves Whicl leads me v conclude thae Mihathiv Mol s

vontenmpe for is people. Many have stood agamse i none s
¥ peoy L

prevailed. Whether they were mstitutions or iidivi

I their

deteirs huve been totl. crushing. humiliaing They huve been

consigned 1o political oblivion, reduced o won-exience

My Malays swho had supported r Matiadhur and UMNO had
now lost confidence 1 both. They did not believe anvehing that
the Prime Minister said and were ready w desert i and che
party. They had become more attentive o the dispuragement of
Dr Mahathir by lima in the mosques and by PAS at ity public
gatherings. Suddenly. the possibility that UMNOS dd-year reign as
the dommant government p
unthinkable.

tv could one day end was no longer
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comes at a coslt

hile Apwar paid 2 heavy price for Ius abortive

bid ko seize power from e Mahatur, the
Prime Ministers political destruction of his protége proved costly
for Tantand s ¢
fature stability of the country. Even before the second el had run
15 course, public sentment had twrned sosharply agamnst the govern-
ment that the politeal landscape in Malagsia had been frrevocably
changed. While Anwar might 1o longer have a polineal futre, he

wernmgent, More seriously. 1t put i queston the

was the catalyst fora monumental shift withm the country which,
if it continues inchecked, could see Malwsi transformed from a
malticuleural waton with amoderate Musling najority into a har
line Ishamic stae intolerant of non-Malays and other religions,
By the middle of 1999, clection fe
thraughout Malaysia.although a date had yet to be fixed tor the poll.
which would be the first Malaysii-wide tese of the popularity of
the ruling National Front coalitionsuce the mation was split by Anwar's

£ was spreading rapidly

King and arrest. The parliamentary term was not due to expire
unul April 2000, but the Prime Minister was expected o call the
general election carly to capitalise on signs of an improvement i
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the cconomy. Oppostion. parte PAS ad begun preparing for the

election ater officials an the grasroons level reported disHusion-

ment of iy Maliys over the Anwar atfir was turmng thens away
from UMNQOL Dr Muhathir aconsed the Western niedia of
supporuig the opposition and depicting him s @ diceator who
asspulted Answar ‘and paade Glse accusations against him®. This, he
climed,

e rise o hatred st i and the goverment, The
hatred was: lirgely engendered by his treatiment of Anwar bue
e Mabathir sis slow o realise this. He had remarked i (995 thr

iy Malavsions did noe believe the sexual allegitions against

Anwar bue confidently forecase that heand the government would
eventually oy

ome thetrscepricism. e ws Wrong, Clearly under
estimating the damagig eiieer of the dumping and jailing of his
depury In June 1999, he unl the Asiwar affair hud become *a histor
teal event which over e would be forgoren”. But i Noveniher.
he felcconstained w warn UMNO menihers that i Anwars lies
i shinder were not stopped they woulll “feel the ol

ot the
general election”. Ay semor UMNO officiil noted. it was not
proving casy to “exorvise the ghost of Apwar’. A Ldvessing parry

actwises av the laching of aiatonl o ampagn called Operation
Destroy Shinder. Dy Mahathir did not hide his froseraion, declirmg
that it was “ditficule w connter lies aid slndsr by systemane Ju
like: Anwar

While senior UMNO officuls had reache
Dy Muhithiv should be allowed o revre ac a tine of his awi

P comsensus i

choosing, despice diew feeling that e was anelection hubility, they
wanted the succenion set i sione so they cauld rell the grassioots
thar change was coming. Accordin

sthey were annoyed by his stare=
et o visiting African jourpadises thar e would have o find a
“suitable e’ to \lx-p down after die nexe general elecuon. m
renmarks that made it doar e was nor yer ready to entrist his ol
o Depuy Prome Minister Badiawi. D Mahathic said 10 was not (hat
casy o retire becanse s supporters and “votery lirgely” he P telling

hin ot e go. For that reason, he could nor really sy when he

wonld quit as Prime Miister, He said he could o Teave it o an
‘inexperienced deputy’ to ininage the dlection as well as the purty
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aned government. After the elecion he would “have to find 4 suit-
able e to rerire’

His reference tooan mesperienced depury” shocked Badawsand
the test of the top leadership. [t left Malaysians wandering when
the awed system, for which they held hing responsible. would be
Changed. With his reluctance to endorse Badawi as his successor and
his growing personal involvement i every mujor area ol govern-
ment, Dr Mal
to tackle the problems confronting Malaysiaand thoughe thar only
he had the dedication and determination to realise his vision for
Malaysia. But with time vunning out for hun as each new birthday
passed and Malays unresponsive—if not stubbornly resistine—to his
efforts to remedy the religious and cultural shortcomings he outhned

hir showed that he no longer trusted anyone else

i The Malay Dilernma three decades earlier, he
frustrated and wrascible. This intensified the concern of his colleagues
thut UMNO wolld Jose ground to the opposition unl the party
had 2 new leader. Bur it was another year hefore Dr Maluachir and
other senior party leaders agreed on 2 nme frame for him to retire
and Badawi to take charge.

While ch
Prime Minister appeared to feel that the improving ecanomy would

were signs of deep uncase within UMNO, the

ensure the govermment’s continuing strength at the election. As he
marked his etghteenth year i office an 16 July, Dr Mahathir Jooked
relaxed and confident w contrast with his tired and edgy appear-

anve 4 year earlier when the economy was in recession and he faced

A political challenge from Anwar. His spirits had been Tifted by signs
that Malaysia had weathered the Asian cconomic storm and was on
the road to recovery and the virtual certainty that Anwar, whom
he had deemed unfit to be o leader. would not in Dr Mahathirs
time become prime mister. Addinonally, he knew that no one in
the party was prepared to question his authority, His radical capital
controls, which had stabilised the currency and the stock market
and boosted business confidence, had won grudging approval as a
useful short-term move from foreign financial analysts who had mitally
condempied them. Fund manig ated Dr Mahathir
like @ pariah a year carlier serambled for a share of Malaysias US$1
billion wlobal bond issue in May: The ceonomy was heading for

s who had v
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solid wrowth followimg w contriction of more thait 7 per cent in
1998 With exports remaining strong throug

importe weak, Mal

1out the recesston and

vsla's forergn exchange reserves hud soared to

od

more than six months of retained inports. Basking in ol che
economic news, Dr Mahathir sounded like 2 man who fele he had
been vindicated and had even less réason than before to ke
concessions tohis eritics. He exulted: "We have yet again proven
the prophets of doom wrong!

Twa years earlier. when dc was thought the winds of change

sht current
of cconomic and political thinking to Malaysia: there was fulk of a

stirred up by the Astan financial erisis nnglit bring a fie

new: era ahead under the liberal-soundmg Anwar. Now, there was
i

no such expectation, While some favoured chieftams off Malay
Inc. companies had been financially bruised they sull had a sympa-
thetic goveriment, which was determined tor keep the existmng
systen intact and the dreaded IMF at bay, In his regular colunm for
Japan's Mainichi Daily News, Dy Malathir agau e guinent

that "o company’s failure is a nagonal filure. When o company fails,

teed his

governments get no money, employees suffer. as do consumers.
So you cannot simply allow companies to £l espectally when it
due to no fault on their part, as in a recession” Whether or nor the

argument was valid, his statements provided ammumition tor the
apposition o clim governmient policy wis to bail-out friends of
Dr Mahathir and Dain.

On 10 November, Parlivment was dissolved and 4 day Taer Onuar
Hashim, chairman of the Election Commission, announced that
Malaysians would go to the polls on 29 November. The legislative
assemiblies of the eleven states in peninsular Malaysia: were also
dissolved. (The Borneo stres of Sarawak and Sabal hold thei
Tegislative assembly elections separdtely) At stake were 193 parlia-
mentary seats and 394 state seats. The National Front coalition,
comprising UMNO, the Malaysian Chinese Assaciation (MCA),
the second biggest party in the National Front, the Malavsian Indian
Congress (MIC) and some smaller parties, hield 166 seats i the
federal parliament and controlled all but one of the state assemblies.
The single exception was the PAS-run state of Kelantan. PAS, the
DPemocratic Action Parey (DAP), Keadilan and the Malaysian
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People’s Party (M1 joined together ay the Alternatve Frant in g

capyeat combimation of parties representing the mansethne groups

oty 1o achieve s better result than the 260 seats the opposttion
Teld i theold federal parliament. Azizal fled nanmnation papers
to run as o Keadilin candidate tor her jailed husband's parhamen-
tary seat of Permatang Padh i Penang state, which Anwar had held
for seventoen years.

T'he National Frant coalition inmmediately went o the attack
against the opposttion with 4 series of hard-hitting newspaper adver-
tisements linking it to violence and political msecurity. Opposition
leaders, retaliared, accnsing the government of practising the “poli-
ties of fear and saying its politcal advertisements were the “most
weendiary, mtlannurory and rresponsible” ever o appear o the

country
promoung the coalinon as 4 vmited group of parties standing for
stability. security. progress and peace used press photographs tiken
strect demonstations and rioting by Anwar supporters to

clection campaizms. A series of full-page prenresand captions

duri
contrast ieawith the opposition. One of the advertsements proclimed,

Don't et hatred win', over a picture of stone-throwing protesters.
Another showed a car surrounded by demonserators whe lad
smashed s windows. with o celevision crew huddling inside. The
D Despite clear indications
the

¢ above it read: "No o violene

that e Mahathir was more an encumbrance than an advantay
National Front clection mamfesto onntted any nesw promises and
focused on the Prime Minister's trinmphiant stand agamst the inig-

uitous ‘West, as other countries in the region succumbed to 1ty
ecanoniie nperialism.

I my interview with Fadzl Noor at PAS headqguarters i Alor
Star. the capital of Kedab state, two weeks ahead of the election,
during which T said the party would tnake Anwat Prime Mingster
if 1t won control of parliament (sce Chapter 1), he predicted the
defeat of the Natonal Front in the Kedah, Perlis and Terengganu
state polls. dewas partly political hubris but PAS knew it was making
gains agamnst UMNO while the government party sensed it was
Tosing ground in the north of Peninsular Malaysia. Dr Maluichir
promised Kedah, his home state. Perhs and Terengganu would be
givenr special attengion, as hie ser out on- g gruelimg Malaysi-wide
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drive for votes. el pliyed down the npact of the Anwar affar

on the conmg poll.siving that hie had fieed 3 tougher ¢lecoon in
1990, twa vears after about 80000 UMNO mombers, melodimg
cabiet mumnsters, had yesigned to o the new party formed by

Tenghu Razaleigh. He noted that no ministers had supported Anwar

with their resigmanons.

But a more mmportant question than the Tack of overt mmis-
terial backing for Anwar wis how mach support or sympathy he
had generated among Malay voters, PAS leaders were quick ta seize

cammunity over

the opportunity ta exploit the sphr in the Mala
the sacking of Anwar. L the days betore his arrest. they shared the
stage wath him ac public mecungs where he denpunced the govern-
ment. Later, after he had been arrested and charged with corruption
and sodomiy. they supported Tis clanmn that he was the victm of a
high-level political plot. When 1 talked with Fadzil he rejected the

government allegation that Anwar was guilty of sodomy, declaring

I WAS 1 CONSpIracy against hing.

Tivo days before the dlecnon, Dr Mabahir pad 4 visitto Anws
old comstituency m ai attempt 1o perstade vorers to elect the
UMNO candidate rather than Azizah. He told the Permatang Pauh
constituents that Azizah was appealing o people’s cmaotions. "going
around with her daughter erying and tellimg the women folk that
she s wathout o hashand and hee children are wathour a father”.

He urged voters not to be swayved by sadness ar symipathy. [t was a
huge mistake. On election day, Permatang Pauh voters gave Azizah
a resounding victory. With 4 9000-yote mujority, she delivered o
crushing defeat to her National Front opponent. Ibrahim Saad. wha
hushand,

was a former political seeretary and boyhood triend of he

Throughout the country. the Anwar factor and PASS astute
exploitation of Malays” discontent lefe UMNO Badly battered. Tt was
the worst showing of the dominant govermment party in Ir
Mahathirs cighteen years i ottice. While the Navonal Front
suceeeded o retining control of parliament with o two-thirds
majority. it suffered o drop in seas from 166 - the old house o
148 seats e the new: the opposition, on the other hand. mcreased
1ts representation from 22 to 45, Three of the seats in the old parlia
ment were held by independents and two were vacant. Four
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govermment numsters s four depuey mimsters swere defiared
Opposttin wins 1 Malaysia are nujor achievaments s parfies nuist
rely on meetings and hand-distrbuted paniphlets to get their
messages acrosy due o govermment control of the press and while
the Tnternet has provided o new medivm. i has a hred reach:
D Mahadir had to endure the huniliazon of losing Terengganu
state to PAS, shich dlso setamed control of neighbouring Kelantan.
Mare unhappily for the Prime Minister, UMNO fared badly
conipared with the other government partes, with the iomber of

its parliamentary representatives falling from 4 to 74 The non-
Malay parties all did reasonably well. The MCA lost a modest four
seats—from 31 to 27—while the MIC remaimed unchanged with
sever and Gerakan, another Chinese party, improved its tally from

fve to seven, Together with those won by eight other National
Front parties. the total numiber of non-UMNO) seats in the Navoia]
Front was now 74— the same as UMNO. In the old parligment the
Non-UMNO parties had 72 seats. compared with UMNOY U4,
LIMNO had nor fared so badly since the 1969 clection. Party offi-
ctals disclosed that in 41 parlismentary constituencies with an 80 per
cent predominanee of Malays, UMNO won only 43.3 per cent of
the popular vore.

Dr Mahathir did not disinguish berween the components i

the coalinon, declaring atter the election results were m that the
National Front was clearly “the choice of the people of Malaysia®,
But,according to a puarty source, other senior UMNO ofticials were
aghast at the eutcome, regarding it as “disastrons”. UMNO' poor
resule highlighted the deep split 1 the Malay commmity arising
from the sacking and prosecution of Anwar and related develop-
mentse which had shocked people mto a re-evaluation of the
political system under which they Tived. The voting also showed

the divide was roughly geographical, with UMNO supporters
predominant in the south of Peninsular Malaysia and PAS tollowers
strong i the north.

PAS and three other opposition parties—Democratic Action
Party (DAP), Keadilan and Malaysian People's Party (MPR)—had
capitalised on symipathy for Anwar by nominating the former deputy,
prime minister as their Alternative Front choiee for the nest prime
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mumster. The fundamentalise e pacty was the <hsel benelicnry
al the polly secuiing 27 seats, compared with is previous cight. Party
president Fadzil Noor was elected for the tist e o parliament,
where he became leader of the opposition, In addition to scizing
control off Terengganu and tightenmy its grip on Kelaun, PAS
made significant gaing in two nearby states, Perlis i Kedah, As well
s parning the Anwar affiie 1o s advantage and questioning
Dr Mahathir's Eslunie eredentials, PAS bad one very efitcave promase:
i told vural Maliy vorers diat 4 vote for PAS wis - passport
heaven and a vote for UMNO was the path to hell, Dy Madiadir's
exhortations o Mulays not o believe PAS' Ties about him o their
distortions o the teachings of sl went unheeded. Tlhroughour
et of Gerce enwiyn from PAS

the election campaign he was 1 targ

otficls and their supporters mmong e ulan

The alliance wath PAS proved costly for the DAL wili gy
former Chinese supporters deserting the party over its union with
fundamentalists proposimg to wrn Malaysia mro e Iskimie stie

Vereran DAP Jeaders Lim Kie Siang and Karpal Singhy lost their

s, Twa yedrs Tater the DAP séeeded from the opposition allimnee.

The Natiowal Frone was saved from a more serious dlecioral setback
by the Chinese votes it feceivid. Dr Mahathir Tiad made a specul
pitch o the Chinese some weeks before the election, welling them
how mmportant they were: He persuaded leadiing Chinese organ
sations ta come out publicly mosuppore of the Nartonal Froe,

somuething they had never done before. A few davs betore the elee-

ton he played host co Chinese Premier Zhu Rongji. whose vist

concladed with a promise of Linge jome ventares. I specches
D Mabathir alluded to the 1969 vl riots in which Chinese were
the muin vicams and drew parallels wieh the demogstranons by
Anwar supporters 1 Kuala Lumipur and the violence in Jakart
betare the Ll of Tndonesian President Suharto, I the we

k before

the elecnon, Navonal Front advertsements, specifically directed a
the Climese, implied thie violences direst and economic chaos
would follow ann opposition victory

D Mabathir had even given o relatively mild response to an
unprecedented Chinese call for a range of radical political and social

changes, including an end o special Mulay privileges. Casting aside
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the cauton radionally employed m discussions of race relagons
and other sensitive isues in Malaysia, eleven guilds and asociations
representing alirge segment of the Chinese community. presented
4 list ol election requests” to pahineal paroes, which mcluded o

fans as buimipu-

provovative proposil that the classitication off Malay
tras (Malays and other indigenous races) and non lmnupuu 15 (all
other taces) should be discarded “in stages”. They said “affirmative
action o help the underprivileged should be based on need and
not on calout, creed and religron’, alluding to the quota systetng
imtroduced under the 1972 New Economic Policy to ensure Malays
could attend umversines and find jobs without having o compete
direetly tor positions with the econonmcally and academically domi-
nant Chinese. In secking the removal of o cornerstone of the
UMNO poliecal programme, the Malavsian Chinese Organisations’
Election Appeals Committee, known by its Chinese acronym Suqui,
was clearly emboldened by the anteipated sigmificance of the
Chinese vote i the impending general election. The comprehen-
sive peation also called for idependence of dhe judiciary”, the
abolition o the firenial Sectriry At and the adoption of a
of Information Act. It said that press freedom should be ensured by
the dropping of the requiramient for newspapers o renew their
permits annually, The texe of the petion was runin full by all

ani

Chinese newspapers, nany of which carried supportive editorials
The Nanyang Siang P said the perition was "3 total expression of
the wish and aspirations” of the Chinese commumty.

Dre Mahathir accused Sugio of blackmail and sod ie did not
represent the Chinese community. He said the ruling Natonal Frone
coalition wanted support that was unconditional, warning: Do not
put pressure on us, Considering the congroversial content ol the
petition. Tus response was low key. But the outcome of the clec-

tron. which had dramatically showed the drosion of support among
Mulays for UMNO, made it vital for the party to demonstrate more
strongly 1ts commitment to: Maly weltare. Any indication that
UMNO might be courting the Chinese visked further alienating
Malays, who were sensitive to any signs they could lose their special
privileges. PAS, which asserted 1t was the true defender of Malay
rights, was ready to welcome Malays with open arms. Therefore,
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ten mionths atter the elecnon, when the Climese medin gave
renewed attention to the Suguu election vt Malay-lainguage news
papers responded with 1 spreeed defence of "Malay righes”, Sane
200 members of UMNO Youth demonserted agamst the Sugin
proposals autside the Selangor Chimese Assembly Tall, which is the
headiuarters of a niiniber of Climese bodies: Dy Mahathie made an
emotional decliration to represontatives of Malay organisations that
the goveriment would “ton tike one step backward on the questian
of Malay rights. Then. in his National Day message, 1r Mahathir
accused “extremnt Clinese and Malay groaps of threatenimg the
nation’ peace and hagmony

The Malay group he singled out. al-Mmd, o radical Khmic
organisanon seeking to overthrow (e government by force, wis
undoubredly extremisebur Sugiv certamly did not deserve the same
classificanion. Dr Mahathir warned that the al-Ma'unah merdent.
roup were involved inoan armed
pous from nwo

in which members of the

confrontation with security tor
army depots, and Sugius deniands” could spark amarchy and chaos.

es after seizing wi

He avent further in vilifving Sugin—and thereby a large segment
of the Chinese community—declaring that their demands wore not
much different” from those nude by the communist insurgents whao
foughr against Brinsh and Mulavsian forees i the 1950 and 19605
He said the conmmunists, most of whom were Chinese, wanted to
‘totally abolish the special status of the Malays m Malaysia®
Dy Mahathir sind the Chinese extrenists poade thewabsurd denpandy”
after perceiving that the Malay-led government had hecome weaker.
sted under the

He sssued a veiled warming that they nght be a
Internal Secnriry Act.

His remarks exacerbated the feelings of Chinese that they were
secand-cliss catzens i thewr own country. notwithstanding the
government’s supposed support for multiculturalism. Adding to cheir
unhappmess was the growing alk among sentor UMNO officials
that the only way for the parey to win back the hearts and minds
of the Malays who had defected o PAS was to demonstrae that it
was more Bslamie than it opporient. Many Chinese saw themselves
caught i o country that could only become more Isknnie under
cither PAS or UMNO and less accommuodating to thow lifeseyles.
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Many Chitlese tald me that i the siedadon became molerable they
would try t enngrate to Canada or Australia or any other Western
country thiat would have them. They would at least ensure that the
children did not have to live i a country that did nor regard then
Aing of the conpmunity was reflected

ay el citize
in i survey of

T'he general
inese students at the University of Malaya towards

the end of 2000, which found that while 86 per cent were proud
to be Malaysians, 66 per cent felt that they had been wreated as
Ssecond-class citizens” This widespread sentiment signils @ poten-
tially serious problem for Malaysiao which could saffer a serious
brain drain adversely atfectmg its future developmint.
Meanwhile.in the wake of the election, e Mahathir did nothin

to mollify the party’s eritics. Although the defeat of four mmisters

and four depury ministers gave him an opportunity to revamp his

cabinet, he miade only minor concessions to calls for new blood und
stuck with Tong-time associates. He sounded resentful of the fage
Malays had vored agamst hiny Tn his regular arncle for the Japanese
newspaper Maivichi Daily News, e said that“quice alarge number
of Malays” had “turned against UMNO™ and complamed that the
Malay community had come to believe that pothing could *dimmish
their dommuut position - Malaysian polities”. So they siw o need
o vate for UMNO. UMNOY commitment to the starus gquo was
underlmed on 3 January 2000, when the supreme counail decided
to propose that Dr Mahathir be re-nomingted as president and
Buadawi be nominated for the post of deputy president. It also agreed
that the two leaders should be elocted unoppaosed ac the party elec-
tions o1 11 Ma

Six weeks after the general election. in a mave that was widely

seent as dvipdictive response torthe opposiion’s gams, police arreseed
three prominent opponents of the government, mcluding Karpal
Singh, under the tough Sediton Lan. Although Karpal Singh had

Tost his parliamentary seat he renpaimed a vocal eritic of the ruling
Natiomal Front. He was charged over the remarks he had made in

Anwar’s trial suggesting people in higl plices were wrying to poison
the former deputy prime minister with arsenie. While his alles
tionn was reckless o say the Teast, it was highly unusual for a lawyer

to be prosecuted for 4 starement nade e court while defending Tis
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client. The government eventially realised that it had stepped o

and intermational lugal bhodies questioned
the validiny ofies case and i Jainuary 2002, Avorney-=General Abdul
Gani Patail withdrew the charge just as o hearing was due o
commence. The other twa apposition figures arrested were Zulkitli
Sulong. cditor of the PAS newspiper Flaakah. and Maring Yusoti
1. Zulkiflis arrest for allegedly publishing

alegal minefield after loca

vice president of Kead
aseditions article followed repeated threats by government leaders
o shue down Harakal, which had seen an inerease in ity circula-

ton from about 75 000 copies to more than 300 000 simee Anwar’y
arvest. The arvest warrant for Marina Yousofl was issued in conne-
tion with a speech i which she allegedly enticised the police over
the 1969 racial rots, All three, sehose alleged offenices were
commuitted during the biterly contested campaign ahiead of the
clection. were Later released onbail.

The 1999 weneral election demanstrated that UMNO' was in
serions politeal rouble bue virtually everything that Dr Mahathir
did to try to femedy the sitadnon only made 1t worse. While he
had assured Malays UMNO would defend their privileges. he
tmdernimed any beneficil impact this may have had by delivering
aharsh new amack on: Malay artitudes i queston=and-answer
session at the Young Malay Professionals Congress my Kuala Luripur
T remarks guarquteed o alienate the community he needed to win
over, he said Malays had to stop pleading for favours from the

government 1f they were to survive i the cconamy of the few

aid. which was

millenmivm, He said the culture of hegging for

ranmipant among Maliy busiess people, was 4 barrier to their
economic progress. Hle wrged Malays to give up their'ge rich quick!
outlook, which led them to barter for cash the government

contracts, inport periies, taxd licences and orher concessions thiey
acquired under special privileges granted to indigenous Malaysians:
Dr Mahathir said noone took up space allocated for Malays in
shopping centres because oo many peaple were “looking for the
easy way", rather than having to strt up a busmess.

Meunwhile, Chinese Malaysians were ottraged by a campaign

conducted dhrough €nisan Malaysia to reduce the nuniber of Hong

Kong and Tanwanese movies shiown on o Malavsian: television
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netsork Unsan cavsed added tension within the Chinese compu-
nty 1 December when e said the Sugne proposals had “made fire
b within Malays”. Amid this anmosphere of racial disliarniony,
the government’s avowed amn o ereate o Malaysian identity tor all
races seemed merestingly o pipe dream. Dr Mahadnr could prol-

alily afford not o waorry toa much gbout the Chinese, nost of
whom would continue to vote for the UMNO-Jed Natonal Frone
s a less odious aleertiative than the PAS-led opposinion (although
Kedal Chinese murned against the governmient in i by-election in
Novermber). But without strong Malay support UMNO and the
riheless. Dr Mihathir
vs o stiffening
2000,

government would eventually fall. Ney

1 1o pressure Mo

contmued his one-ntan camps

their siews and casting off their old bad habies T Novembs
1r Mahathir provided more political ammunition for PAS and the

religious leaders who detested hing by condemning Malay students
for spending too much tume studying religion. He alo sad ther
achievements were below those of non-Malays. At the same tme,
he announced federal government plans to take over state-run reli-
wousschools to mmprove the acadenne achievements of therr students.
This move was amed mamly at rehgious schools i opposition-
controlled Kelanran, where, he said, “children were taught w hate
the federal government and the Prinie Mimster’. The state’s PAS
government sad it would resist the move

Dr Mahathir espectally upser alama witl bns remarks chac Mals

students failed therr exammations because they were more e

ested m “relygon, protests und politics” than secking professional
knowledge. Targening Malay students who took part iy pro-Anwar
demonstrations, he said: “We see non=Malay students achieving
success because they actually learne, while the only learning the
Malay students did was to el the government how to run the
country. He also compared them adversely with the Chinese, saymg,
that although non=-Malags nade up o smaller percentage of the
student population, their achievements fir outshone those of the
Malays, Non-Malays scored most of the first=class passes while Malay
students were happy with minimal results”.

When UMNO delegates gathered i Kuala Lumpur in May
for the first anvual genenl asembly of the new millenmuam (or, as
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sticklers for exactitude would msist. the Tase of the ald), many
Malaysians were hoping they would respond to callv by people insde
and outside the party for change. The tricnnl election of office
bearers m comuncton with the meeting provided an opportunity
for the party to revamp the leadership, which was seen s essential
to haltng the eroston of ity support among Malavs. Bur there was
lietle different about UMNO ac the end of the convention. The
party introduced o tiew major policies snd added only 4 few new
faces to the supreme counail, it supervisory: body

The three new vice presidents were the same trioelected o
those key posts in 1993, when thev were associared with Anwar
They lind all. of course, dissaciated themselves from Anwar and
pledged allegianee to Dy Mahathir The clection of Defence
Minister Nugjib Tun Razak. 47, who had beeit a vice president sinee
1993 and garnered the most votes, had been expected, But second
place went sirprisingly to Mubhanumad Taib. 54 who had been a

vice president and chiel miister of Selangor, until ie was charged

with @ currency offence in Auserali in 1997 and investigated by
the Malsysin authorites. He stepped down s eliet nrinster nid
took leave from his UMNO position until he was cleared on botl
counts. e had not been considered i leading contender o viee
president. The third successfinl candidate wasalvo a former vice pres
dent, Mubyiddim Yassin, 33, Domeste Trade and Consumer Affairs
94y

The general assembly recontirmed D Muhathic as party presi

Minister. who was deteared for the position m

dentand mstalled
decided thar mendier leader should have o Lace o challenge. But the

Badawias party depury presadent after i had been

most D Mabathir was prepared to say about a future clhange i the
top post was that ‘one day” Badawt would lead the party. The Prime
Minister suid that e had “not docided when w step down”
He seemed to imply thae he naght reniam an influeatial political
figure after retirement, like Lee Kuan Yew, Smgapore’ first
prime ninister, who by renvaried i cabinet as Senior Mimster.
uld becone siek or

Dr Mahathir sard he was not immortal and ¢
droprdead one day But before retirmg he wanted to niake sure that
UMNO accepted and fully e

pected the new Teadership: e said
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e my goband Dot jus et go of everything because 1 have
retired”

Winle the UMNO meeting was the occasion for much soul-
searchimg over irs losses i the November peneral electon, the anmual
PAS assembly. or muktamar in June, was g celebraton of the appo-
stton party's significant gams: The party underlined ie erinmph m
the 1999 poll by holding the meeting in Kuala Terengganu, the
capital of 1ts newly won stare: While elated by the party s dinproved
showing, PAS speakers expressed concern over o threat by UMNO

to force the party to change its e, The defeetion of Malays 1o
PAS so maetled the donunant government pasty that much of 1o

awn anmial convention was devited to discussion o how to
combat its apposition foe, It was disclosed thar support for UMNO
had declhined within sis adentfied groups—religious scholars,
government servants, parey members, mntellectuals, teachers and
youth. Delegates attacked PAS for using religion to win over vorers

and called for a4 ban on the use of the word *Ishim” i the pames of
political parties. Unsurprisingly, this proposal provoked an outery
from PAS Teaders. whose public image s religious ligures was
fostered by the party’s name. They had capinalised on the religious
ring of Part Iskiny se-Malitysia to promote themselves us more
Islamic than their UMNO counterparts, PAS president Fadzil Noor
waried that PAS miembers would react strongly o any qutempt

to foree the party o drap the word *lam’. He said he conld ot
guarantee they would remain calim’.

In Seprember. the fedenl government acted suddenly to i PAS
off from

an important souree of finance: e announced that
Terengganu would no longer have direct aceess 1o oil revenues pard
to the old state govermment. The s

royalties amounting to 3 per cent of the

ate had previously been receving

sarnings of Petronay, the

national petroleum corporation. fram oil and gas felds off the coast
ol the north-castern state. But the government had been alarmed
by the potential hotanza for PAS frontsharp mcreases i oil prices
which wauld have brought the Terengganu stite government ME|

billion m 2000, The Finance Ministry sad the state would now

recewe "compassionate fimding’, whiclywould be made i the tormy
af a direct federal payment for specific projects.
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Justayear after the general clection, the opposttion: defivered
another shock tothe raling Natonal Front by setzing 4 Kedah State

assembly sear which top National Front coalition leaders Tad
campagned hand o recam. The loss was espeenilly ernbarrassing for
Dr Mahathir, coming in his home state: The Lunas by-election,
which was brought about by the assassinavon of the consttueney’s
Nationil Front representanve, attributed by police to Islimic extrem-
isteowas won by acandidate of Keadilan bt the real vietor was
PAS. The tundamentalst party suceeeded in i asm of breaking the
Nationul Tronts ewo-thinds straugleholil on the stare asembly. which
had allowed the govermment w make changes to the state consti-
tton to citrench ts position

PAS and Keadilan reached agreoment on o Malav candidate trom
the smaller parey, although the DA —the other main member of
the opposinon alliance—had wanted to. contnue it practice of
runmng au Indin contestant agunse e Tndun tradinonally nonyi-
nated by the Nadonal Front The PAS=Keadilain arvangement
angered the DAP bur was an astute move. PAS and Keadilan saw

clection as an opportinmity to capitalise on the spliv amang
Makiys over the treatment of Anwar by entering a Malay candidate,
They further exploited the Anwar Lictor by choosing samcone front
K

dilin with close ties to the former depuey prime mimister. When
the opposition plastered the vown of Lunas watls the fmiliar piesres
ol a black-eved Anwar ahead of the by-clection, the Natianal T

ant
countered with posters bearing a portrt of Dr Mahathie, The move
backfired. 1t merely served to remtoree the anti-govermient mesas

of the Anwar photagraph by drawing attention to the man whom
many Malaysuns held responsible for the beatimg of the torier

s chicton the mght of his arrest.
demod nsugating or encouraging

deputy prime mmister by the polic

e Mahathir had convincing
the bratality, But a large body of Malaystans cither did na helieve
him or saw the black eyve as a symbol of the imjustice sutfered by
Anwar as a result of his sucking by the Prime Muiister and subse-
Ut imprisonient.

Nutional Front officials apparently thoughe thar the prewre ot

Dr Mahathir, & son of Kedal and 2 parliamentary representanive
ot the state, would influence the people of Lunas to vote for the
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coalition candidate. Bur putang Dr Mahathin i g popularity contest
are where the Prime Mimster

with Anwar g i mnluracal electe
Trad split the Makiy and Chinese vote by Tis words and deeds was
o bad wdea The govermuent spent M$15 million in 1 hectic
progrmme of road repairing and mosque bunlding i Luias i the
three and a halt weeks henween the death of the former stare assem-
blyman and the pall to find o replcement. and sent top officuls o
support the National Frone candidare. Flowever. Lunas restdents
were wimpressed with the sudden mvestment of government funds,

paving Diecle atention to the National Front vasitors ront Kuala
Lumpur but turming out in the thonsands to hear speeches by PAS
prestdent Fadzil Noor, another son of Kedah, and ather opposition
leaders.

In addivon o bemg hummered over the Anwar affar.
1 Mabathie was.attacked for the government’s action e ending
the oil royaley payment o Terengganu. The oppositon also capr-
wilised an Chiese nphappiness over recent statetivents by the Prime
Munister. In additton to lns attacks on Sugin, Dr Mahathir had
accused i Chinese group of educationists of being clanviniste and
awanting to Tave “everviing Chinese’. becase ot their opposition
heme o bring schools caterimg o Chmese, Malays and

o lus

Indins together i a commaon compaund. Sharte Samad. an
outspoken UMNO vereran, who was 4 member of the party’s
supreme counail. blamed the “character” of 1r Mahathar for i
Nattonal Front’s defear in Lunas, He sand the Prime Minister
displayed e old man salking syadrome e his eriversm of the
Clinese: The Keadilin candidate, Saifuddin Nasotion. defeated the
National Front candidate. S. Anthonysamy, by 500 votes. A vear
carher, i the general election, the former Lunas assemblyngan.

Dr Joe Fernandez, won by 47600 vortes.

The by-clection result emphiassised agim the erasion of Malay
support for the National Front and highlighted the possibility of
Kedaly falling into the hands of PAS, like Kelantan and Terenggmu.
However, Keadilan was unable 1o repeat the suceess ina Peris hy-
election i January, 2002, because the party had been weakened by
incernal divisions. and because Chinese voters saw Dy Mahathirs
Iskanie moderation @ sater choice than a0 PAS ally amid post-
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Sepreinber 11 Jears of Muslinn terrorsn Some Malavs wha had
deserted UMNO) etuened 1o the fold. Bur PAS remains strong

the morehern stites, sspecally Kedah

This wis tinderlined m by=elections m July 2002, following the
death of Tadal Noor, Wihile the Navonal Front wok back the
federal parliamentary sear i Kedah won by the Jate PAS Teader in
1999, 1t was defeated - the batde for the constiuency he repre-

sented i the state Teeasinve assembly. Mareover, the wovernment

coalition won the federal seat only narrowly. through the support
of nor-Malavs and ethime Planss who age o promment mimosty in
Kedah. The defeated PAS candidite. D Mohanad Havati Othman,
actually recenved wore Malay vores then Fadzil Noor, De Maliathir
asserted thit the Natiopal Front had made progress but coneeded
thar Malay votes were sphit down the nuddle”

Amatter af cancern i the Lunas hy-cleenon was the itrusion
of racil and religious hatred into the campaign. Dr Fernandez was
Killed by members of 4 group sad by police o have links to the
al-Quaeda terrorst arganisation of Qsama bin Laden becase of fale
allegations e was mvolved 1 comverung Muslims to Catholiersng
Anthopysamy seas an budian and o Catholie like the man lic hoped
to succeed. I the week preceding the election, posters airculared
i the Lunas constirueney varrving a doctored photagraph of him
i priests robe and wearing a crucitis. Whether the inflamma-
tory posters were created by the opposition parties or a siall Gietion
among their supporters.they showed thae v mastier dlement of poli-
des was developmg m Malaysia:

Dr Mahathir could no longer ignore the manitestaions of disuney
As 2001 began, he warned of cracks i the naton i could lead
tods collapse. and acknowledged that the split extended ro the
admumistration ieself. noa speech o publie servanes, e NMahathar
s there were sigms among them of attempts to sow seeds of hatred
towards the government. He said some public servanes imistakenly
thought the government was cortupt, practised cronyism amd was
ainst Islam. But wiile he repeatedly ramed the o

v about the

widespread antagomsm rosards the governmient he did not aceept
that he was 4 njor part of the problen. D Mahathir had gone
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from heing a leader who had been admired and respected tor s
cars from 1981 10 1997 1o one whe was now

achievements 1 the s
reviled by o Lirge segnient of the population. Farsh Nooroa palitical
screnust and lstorian: whohas written extensively on Dr Mahathi
career, noted early in 2007 that the fact thae the Prame Minsoer

was more umpopular at thit time than he had ever been was “almost
bevond dispute ar question”.

Antagonism was ot (the only difficalty Dy Mahathis sovern-
ment had vo cope with i 2001 The preaccupation of the leadership
ars and the polincal and eonomic

with development in the boom v
crises at theend of the 1990s meant lide attention had been given

o simmering social eensions, In erowded urban slums erime, corrup-

plosive mixuu

tion and raetal strainy huilt up o ¢ potentilly ¢
But the authorities had been lulled nto a helief thar the long period
of relative racial cali in the three decades sinee the riots of 1969
meant Malaysians had Jearned a lesson from that @pisode and were
comnitted to living together in harmony: In fict.a new generation
of Malaysians knew nothing of the terror of that tme and were

more segregated ractally and more suspicious of their ethmeally
different neighbours than ever before. The government had not
only failed to create a Malaysian identity but had aggravared the
separateness of the races, With both UMNO and PAS cngrossed i
a battle for the hearts and minds of Malays, wnd Indians
were left feeling inereasingly inseeure, In the wake of the Anwar
affair. which had shattered public cos
the police and the judiciary. the poor felt especially valnerable.

“hinese

ence mthe administration,

I this ¢limate of mational uncertamey. the outbreak of racial
violence that occurred in a pocket of paverty in Kuala Lumpur in
Mageh 2001 was bound to have oceurred sooner or later A ninor
argument led to o series of clashes hetween Indians and Malay

which resulted i six deaths over several days. The nuniber of casu-
alties, which micluded 50 people mjured, was significantly fewer than
i May 1969, buc it alarmed the atizens of 4 vaton which had
managed to avoid such bloodshed for more than 30 yvears. Opposition
offic
area and discussed with residents steps thar ne
avercome the tenston between the races, reduce the rampant crime

Is and mentbers of non-government organisations visited the
ded to be mken to
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and nnprove hvig conditions. But government leaders soaght ro

pliy down the racial namre of the violence, studiously retraming
from categorsmg the medents as confrontauons: between Malays
and dians. Dr Muhigthir declared: “There were o mienl clashes
but when people seart spreading rumours that Indians are attacking
Ml

The media seemed unsure of how to handle the rcial violence,
geney Bernama referred o clashes

L then peaple come out and i happens”

I one report. the national new
between two groups of residents in Taman Desaria and areas adja-
cent to Jalan Klang Lama” and did not use the words ‘ludians” or
“Malays™. However. Lee Lim Thye, g member of the Nagonal Unity
Advisory I and former member of parhament called on the
National Uity Departinent to mvestigate the mendents. He sad
Makaysiany could nor take inter-racial hanmony an the altivacial
wmied. The March racial chishes nghlighred the growth

natian for

of ethmc=bised gangs, which were aggravating tensions in mxed

race squatter arcas, Poverty. frustration: over living, condiions and
the prejudices of people of different maces giid religions were cagies
of the mitial racial skirmishes in the cluster af deprived kampungs
south of the Federal Thighway svhicl carries commuters berween
the city centre and the comfortable condaminivms of Pétaling Ja
Later, howeyer, pirched battles swere fought between members of

Indian and Malwy gangs. Flomes i the kampungs raiged from
shacks to Jow-cost terrace houses. Nearby were higherise apartiments
of middle-cliss Mulaysians, Most of the people Tiving w the worse
conditions were Indians who had migraced o thecuy from rabber
o therr race had provided the Lt

and oil paloy estates, wh W sice

the early days of Brinsh colomal rule. Gang-imstigated violence wan

conmon inthe arca. and local storckeepers had complained of

having to pay protection money to both Malay and Tndian groups.
s were made up of young Indian men who,

liad tirned o crimie after faling to find work on their arrwval in

The most active g

the eiry from the rural estates whaere they were raised. Indian were
the prancipal menbers of several major Malaystan crimal groups,
stchias the Stevr Gang. gamed for an aitonitic weapan g was
pi
police m Kol Lumpur, 38 Tndung ganes wich 1500 members were

it of their armament. According to a study on violent crime by
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respunsible for 4 magority of ermimal acovities i the countiy:
A senior police afficer tokd reporters that although Induns were
the third largest rce after the Malavs and Chinese, they commitied
the most crimes,

In the same week thar Kuala Lumpur police were investigating
the involvement of Tndian and Malay gangs i the capital s ontbreak
of racial unrest, their Malacea coumterparts arrested 121 Clinese
all
of Jasmin. The Malay, Chinese snd Indian gangs reflected the polari-
sation of the thice miin communities i Malaysian socicry, Sovial

workers sid Chinese secret societies capitalised on concerns of

cdly taking part ina triad mitaton ceremony near the town

Chinese abotit their minority statis and Malay political dommance.
providing them with a protective big brother. Eleven of the Chinese

raken into custody were students ranging inage from thirecn o

vighteen. Police suid they were bemg initared inta the Red Face
Saciety. which has links to Hong Kong.
Upsan: Mafnysia attacked me for reporting thae the racial distur-

Tances had created a climate of fear. but one Mal

0 fewspaper
commentatar—with the ¢lout 10 be outspoken—rtook a sunilar
approach. In a New Stits Times colinmn writen s leteer to politi-
crans, Abdullaly Al ¢
Press: (Malaysia) Berbiad. said that the violence left many peaple
“angry, very fearful and disappomted”. They were angry, he said.
because the acts of senseless individuals almost led 1o widespread

cutive director of The New Soaits Tines

violenee, and feartul because o “repear of the bloody May 13, 1969
riots could send the whole country recling inta aiarchy and untold
disappomted that despire repeated

isery ™ He also sitid people we
pleas, the authorities had not continued development i the affected
area after building some Tow=class fles. He sad:"Only those who

went through the ugly 1969 racial viots could really wndenstind why

many of us are redlly feartul of the porentally explosive situation

there” While today the authorities were talking about massive devel

opment. the people had heard this before and he was not sure they
would believe it this tine. Same serious work needed to be done
it the different ethnie groups m Mal:

without bloadshed. without violence'.

siawere o live harmoniously,
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Tndian commuy leaders and pohicans called for urgent acoon
to help the poor of their ree. The news editor of the St news-
paper. K- Baradan, directly atributed the neglect of Indins to die
government and the Malivsan Tndiay Congress (MIC) the sumber
three party in dhe National Front coalition, and highlighted the
disparities berween the Malays, Clhimese and Indians. He sid - the
Malay cammunity wais supported by ‘huge infisions of funds”. while
the Chinese, with therr talent and networking, took nusimum
advantage of educanon and ccononne iberation, But for the Indian
paor. who were the underclass wichin the Indiau nuoriy, negleet
was ‘the order of the day, both by the government and the MICT
Baradan sard every scheme tohelp the Indian poor that had come
from the Indian leadership had “somehow foundered, lost steam or
bieconie hijacked by callous breed of hureaucrits who had soriehos
bled the schemes to deatly’,

With the commentartes
ed finally to have sloughed off the self=censorship apparendy

1 atadan and Abdullal Ahriad. the press

appes
grippmyg it the carly stages of the Marchineidents. But the gener-

ally cantious attitade of the media to major natiomal stories trned
Malaysians to alternative sonrees of informaton. At the sanie tme,
the governments repeated fahure to be honest and transparent with
the public turther indermined is sunding. Together the media and
government created an envirommnent that benefited the apposition.
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12| Clinging to power

ln b speech at the opening ol the UMNO
atnual general assembly on 21 June 2001,
Dy Mahathir delivered his most devastating eritiquesof Malavs sinee
he swrote The Malay Dilepa. Delegate perated by his
return toan old refrain which they did not want o hear, They had
hoped he would put befare them a vision of the panon’s futare
ander UMNO that would rekindle public fath in the party and af
the same tme firmly declare his plans for rearement while endorsing
his successor. But his address reflected an absession ity the past

were

and his intense frustranion over having fatled to mould Malays inta
thie people he wanted them o be, He was saving, i ettect, thae s
cefforts over 30 years had been trudtless.

This may have been disheartening for him but his linguage was
disiquicting 1o UMNO officials who knew it would only further
alienate the Malays swhom ey were trying to woo back to the
party. Thie more frustrated Dr Mahathir became the blunter was Tis
message. Malays, especially young Malavs resented and rejected his
s To make matters worse, Dr Mahathir, swhowas

scathing rema
Just over three weeks away from chalking up twenty years as
Malaysia's leader, Tet it be known at o press conference that he was
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not likely to step down soon, dthovigh he conceded that lots of
people”did not like b, When he was asked about bis rerirenient
Plans, hie sind ewas o very difficult quesaon to answer. He Sid thae

while some people would like to see him “disappear or disutegrate

there awere others swho msisted thae he should suy on He added
thiat he had to find the right tme to step down’

I his address, Dr Mahathie demonstraced hisstabhorn commnni-
ment to what moest other peaple saw as a lose catse: Comnienting
on the low grades of Maly children, whicl rendered many of them

“ungqualified o enter universities i not fora spectal guota”. e said

many of them were “lazy and uninterested in stadying'. They
preferred to loafl around and were upset 1f their liziness was

mentioned. He compared Malay childrei—and their parents—

advorsely with ‘non-Malays” (meaning Chinese), who regarded
“secking knowledge as noble’ and Tooked up o those who were
knowledaable. Chinese parents and weachers paid “serious attention
towards education of ther chldren and the voung, while Malavs did
not really cnmphasise the acquisition of knowledge and Mulay
parents chd not force therr children w study, Dr Mahathir sand
Malays were soimpatient 1o become tich’ they would sell “every
opportunity and allocation given to them’. including compuany
shares, licences, permits and contracts. The only business in which
they participated was “selling their special privilege’. Wichout
government assistance, they would fail i all arcas. Without posi-
ave discrimmation by the government. only 20 per cent of those
entering universities would be Malays. Withour government inter-

vention i favaur of Malays, the positions of vice chancellars,
prafessars and lecturers would be held by non-Malays and not
monopohised by Malays as they were today.

Dr Mahathir went on to say thatafter 43 years of independence
Malays were ‘still weak in all areas”, He said they were “weak econoni-
ically. unknowledgeable, and not snuare’. They were easily bribed.
became drug addicts and suffered from AIDS. They accepred this

because they would ‘be protected by the Malaysin Government’

He declaped: "We topple. steal and we will do anything to achieve
our great dreams” When 1 asked Dr Mahathie whether his harsh
words might be counterproductive politically. e said some people
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would *feel unlippy about it because they did not Jike o be told
the truth, but he suspected that many people would heed the
warning. As o leader he had o lead. He had o tell people this was
(e wiy to go, 1t was too bud it some people did nor like it and the
-1 they dont want o vate for me.

party lost votes. He asserted
what can I do”

Tn his speech, Dr Mahathie devoted o considerable anount of’
rather than focusing on the present

e to wlking about the p
and the future, He sid Ma
colonised and despised because they were factionalised and

had forgotten how they were once

disimted. They had ‘forgotten their strength and sugeess, when they
were once united and had fought hard againse the Britsh and had
achieved independence’. The Malay struggle. of course, was not a
war of independence, like the bitter contlict between the Indonesims
and the Dutch, but o Bloodles battle (excluding the violence of

carly years) through political manocuvring and public demonstra-
tions to pressure the British mto 4 post-colonial goverument
. e Myhathir panted the

aceeptable to the Malays. Neverthl
Brinsh as conmiving. dangerous adversaries brought to their knees

by the people whom the Prime Minister otherwise seemed intent
on nuligning. He said:“The British, a world power, who had just
won the war, who were so cunming and skillful, were forced o bow
to the Malays who were united ina political party [UMNO] they
had newly established”

It was a remarkable speech. highlighting how removed
1or Mahathir was from the priorities of most other Malaysians. While
the establishment media does not regularly provide an insight mto
popular apmion because 1t usually steers away from Tvely political
debate. letrer-writers have found an lternatve public forum in
Malaysiakini. 1 website providing provocative and cantroversial
Malaysiin news and commentary, Soon after the 2000 UMNO
g Malavsiakini carried a letter from a Malay deseribimg
the Prime Minister as 2 man “full of bitterness’. who blamed the
woes of UMNO and the government on ¢ Y
foreigners, the opposition and Malays, but never on Kimself or the
party he leads, The race as a whale fad "lost a lot of ground” since
he became Prine Minister: Malags had been “grievously let down”

ryone, mcludi
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throngh corruption and cramyvisu by ‘the very party that was formed
o protect them'. Addressing the Prame Mingster, the writer said:

“You dont make vourself greae by imaking others small. Today, you

are apowerful hero, tomorrow? Dear Mahathir, when will vou

wake up?

Tewas the Kind of moderate craticisnt you could hear often from
Malays 1 thewr homes—and even ar goverment receptions, uttered
e low voree by disalfeeted departiment heads or Wisma Putra
(Foreign Ministry) officials. Milder m tone than the trenzied auacks
of the opposition and inveterate Mahathir-haters the grievances of
these middle-cliss Malaysians highlighted the shife in atdtnde by a
large section of the public which had ouee been supporters of the
Pritne Minister. Their anupathy towards Dr Malhdathir was ineensi-
ences o Dr Malahr
1 miare obnoxious to many Malivsians

tied by the et that pro-government medii re

-

were untatlingly fuening.

was the effort by members of Dr Mahathirs retie o create o
personality cult around the Prime Mipister. onically—considering
Betjing had supported a cotmmist insurgency in Malavsia for nuany

re—the mage-makers seemed w have been mspired by the

Chinese ¢ omminist Pyrty propaganda machine that glorificd Mao
Zedong from the 19505 to the 19700 A 1999 sennnar oy The
Thoughts of Dr Mahatlur cchoed the titde of the fiamous “hude red
book" containing the reflections of Chairman Mao, which millions
of Rod Guards held m their hands Tike areligious test m the 19610
as they wreaked destruction throughout China. The seminar was

orgamised by o group of “academicians, busimessmen and politicians”
and wis openied by Abdullal Baduwi, who expliined that the Prime
Ministers thoughts as a leader had brought about many changes in
the country,

Badawi officiated at twa ather events in 1999 celebrating the
achievements of Dr Malhathie. The firse was the Linchimg ofa Cl-
ROM called "Muliathie, CEO- Mulavsia Tie™, o highlight the rale
of the Prime Minister ‘i the plinning and implementation of
Maliysi’s eeonomie developmient”. The occasion was organised by
the Asian Strategy & Leadership Tnstiture (ASLL), the president of
which is Dr Mahathirs son Mirzan. The Deputy Prine Minister
albso presided at a ceremony o ingroduce an albuny of “pacriotic

CLINGING TN | 207



songs” dedicaced to e Mahathir ot which Badawt declared the the
governiment welcomed efforts o foster fove for the countrys leaders,
At both the seminar and the patriotie songs happenimge, Badawi sad
iewas ot true that Dr Mahathirswas a dictator. It was an odd decla-
ration, indicative of the mood of the time and reflecting the Jow
esteern in which the Prime Minister was held by many Malaysias.
As part of this bid to boost his inge. the Information Ministry alsa

arranged for the production of a sixteen-episode drama for televi-
ston based on the life of the Prime Minister. The MS450 000 serics,
called "The Untinished Struggle’, featured @ Dr Kamal” whio “stres
as asimple kampung (village) doctor bue eventually brings his vision
of change to the matons politcal arena’. Malaysians joked thae it
would beconte a4 never-ending series as Dr Mahichir continued to
postpone his departure from office.
ched anintensity i 1999 ahead of

The cule of personality rea
the peneral election, shen Dr Mahathir was coming nnder heavy
attack on opposition. websites, where he wis portrayed s maha

zahm, or very tyrimnical. And it continues unabated even though
hie lias dannounced his plan for retirement. Malay culture, witly its
feudal traditions. accards respect toa long-serving leader, whose
status iy remforced by bis durabuliny. But the orchestrated adulanon
of Dr Muhathit goes beyond the praise bestowed on carlier prime
e story in national
C pronouncement,

wnmisters. Hardly a day passes without a front-
newspapers repornng Dy Mahatlir's Taee
He comments regularly, in speeches and o press conferences. on a
and reli-

wide range of topics, including politics. the cconomy, ra

every wond is published i the press. His mige s
public apy rates a photograph in news-
age on television. His fice, with s Biniliar Talf
The evening

gion, and almo:

onmipre: arane

papers and cove

smile, gazes down from walls in government offices
relevisian news iy preceded by a clip of patrionsm-stirring scenes
of famous Tandmarks, national parades: athlene endeavours arid
herow achievers, interspersed with shots of the Prime Minister and
his wife, Sitt Hasmah,

Tt all adds up to the kind of accention usually paid to leaders who
need propping up because they came to power without due demo-
But Dr Mabhathir has been elected to parliament

Cratic proces
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frona constitueney i his home stae of Kedah at regular five-year
mtervals with 4 comfbrtable wiajority despite the animosity he
inspired among nany Malaysians. He has boen reconfirmed as
UMNO president e every trienial party election smee he first
assumed the post. Dy Mahathir. or lis ninders apparently teared that
the vilificanon of the opposition would undernme his renining
supportand set out to try o counter the “lies and slander” of the
political enemy and the disenchantment of citizens, But the extrav-
agant praise ol the naton’s leader made b look like the
amnipotent pharioh PAS held him to be. It also made many
Malaysians receprive o PASS claum thae Dr Mahathir was helping
Tiis fanily enrich themiselves ar the expene of the state in the same
way Indonesian President Subarto's sons and danghrers grew wealthy
through government contracts and therr fathers position.

Dr Mahathir’s children’s business deals have certainly been
modest compared with the extensive imvolvement of the Subarto
fumily o wide range of enterprises. but the 1998 arrimgement

under which Petronas, the sptional oil conpany., purchased the ship

1.as the recession

ping assets of the Prime Ministers oldest son, Mirz
ife to a host of unfounded rumours about

bewn o bite gave
Mahiathir faily nepotisyt. Despite clims that the shipping trans-
action was a practical commercial arrangement. the fact that cash-
rich Perronas was under the direct contral of the Prime Mimster’s
Department convineed nany Malaysians that it was the balout
clamed by the opposition and a favour for Mirzan. The problesns
Dr Mihathir faced was that people who disliked him for ane reason

Juding his heavy sareasm, s complamits abouat public
mgrattade, his habit of lecturing Malays, Chinese and almist every-

body else—were prepared o believe evervihing had said about him.

He nuade ic casy for the opposinon by taking no action o prevent

the recurrence of the kind of contrpversial deals that had attracred
strong criticisit of Malaysian business practices. The long-runimng
saga of Dainy protégé Flalim Saad’s ditficulties, arising out of the
impact of the 1998 recession an debt-burdened Renong was 1 case
i point. The buyback of Malaysian Awrlines frony Tajudin Ramli,
anothier Daim friend. at more thin twice the market valuation. was
another. Dr Mahathir denied that any of the deals that attacred
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erthcsnn were hatlouts hut they were added to hiv enemics™ tong
Iist o alleued wrongdomes, dantagmg his wage and benetiomg die
apposition

While acknowledgmg thae many people do not like him, be has

made no serious effort o change what they regard as his aggr
vating ways. His address to the UMNO annual general assembly in
2001 demonstrated that there were two Mahathirs, One was the
vistorary leader wath o grand plan to caen Malaysia into. - devel-
oped maton by the year 20200 The other was 4 man so riven by
resentment over Tis early experiences in it that hewas consimed
by the desre to ereate a0 super-Malay, whom the dastardly West
would never he able tosgbpugate. Tunko Abdul Rahuin, Makiysias
first prime minister, whoe did not like Dr Mahathir said he had an
mferiority complex, The Britsh=cducated Tanku was an Angloplile
while Dy Mahathir was very much an Anglophobe, There was
another mportane ditference berween the oo men. Dr Mahathir
was the fint UMNO president and priine minister who was not
trom one of the royal fumilies or the Malay aristocracy. Tunku's
arstoeratic bearmg and charm endeared him o the Briush, who

treated hin with respect and courtesy. By contrast, Dr Mahathar, as
a struggling doctor e the poor state of Kedah, endured the behi-
temenit that was standand iy relations between: British ofticials and
ardinary Malays. His anger grew wiath every shight he saffered.
Jeaving b with bitter imemories which anflucnced him e all his

relaions awith the West.
—wiote

His unrelentmg outrage was reflecred i an arncle he
with a journalist of Maimichi: Daily News and in g speech at UMNOS
annual general assembly an 1998, L the Matich article, e recalled
that when he was young. Malays had o call all Europeans msters.

“We were always regarded ax ivferior to them. [ always resented
having to eall other people master, [ think in my own country [
should be the master” At the UMNO meeting, he said he was proud
when e saw Mals getting nich, Wich a1 dash of hyperbole., he
stated: " Omce upon o time all of g only swept the streets” Fle said
lie had lved under four colomal regimes, experiencing Briush rule
before and after the Second World War and subjugation by the
Japanese and che Siamese during i Japan gave St four statess
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including Kedult, where the young Mahathir resided. De Maluiehi
satd he observed how Malavs wha did not show respect to the
Japanese army were toreed tohold rocks over therr heads and
witnessed 4 Stamese soldier kick an old Malw man when he did
not get off s hieyele during the plaving of tie nagonal anthen

of St But it was the Brinsh wha earned s greatest e 1 was

around durmg the Briush Empire, We did not lave o shred of
dignity. We were not allowed to do this or that. Alinost ¢

rything

we could not do”

e Mahathir declared in s speech ar o conference in Namibia
i July 1998, that he was neither aracist, nt-white or anti-
European’. Bur his fiercest hostility 15 reserved for white Western
with Bratam and the Unieed States

of America, Australia, ity prime ministers and its journalists. have

nations and therr leaders. Alo

been subjects of his inost unrestraimed diateibes. His outbirses are

surprising because among the tens of thouwsands of Malaystans who
have stadied m Australiacmembers of the apnied forees who have
had close cooperation with their Australiaon counterparts sinee in-

dependence, and senior officials of the diplomatic corps who have

L. the goodwill towards Australians s over-

been posted to Canbe
whelming. Dr Mabathirs opposition to any Austrlian mvaolvement
mn South-East Asian and East Asin cooperative

SCRICNTS T
that possible advantages to the region of Australia’y partcipation in
the development of new ade and busiess umranves were lost.
He firmly blogked Australia trom participating in the ASEAN

Europe Unton dialogues, although other leaders in South=Fast Asia
thought a Europe-ASEAN-Australia discussion group was worth
explormg, The deptlyof Dr Mahathirs projudiced view of Australia
was anost learly reflected in his reacrion o events e East Tinor
in 1999 Hle was meensed by whar he siw as Australas mtrusion
into a regional dispute which he believed el under the aegs of
ASEAN, He lashed out at Australia after 1o was pot us chaege of an
international peace-Keeping force, which he had wanted 1o be
restricted to ASEAN units under Mulaysim command, sayving
Australians really loved it when they had “the chance 1o pressure
land] condenm ther neighbours”,
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D Muhathir has also demonstrated o less dhan even-handed
approach when dealing with Muslin anid non-Muslim tragedics
Wihile he repeatedly called tor forcign mtervention o stop Serb
atroctties agamst Muslinis i Kosovo, hie svas silont on the shnghter
t Thnor

of men, women and children in predominantdy Christian
by miliesa wnies loyal to Indonesia, amoon with o nimly Mushim
population. IF the multinational force led by Australia had not moved
m whenat did, the pro-mtegranen milins” slghter of opponents

and burning of villiges would have contmued. But Dr Mahathir
criticised the “rather heavy-handed” way Australian troops aperited
e Last Tunor, aceusing theny of “pomting guns av almost every-
body™ He said rather naively that Malaysian soldiers would have
tried ‘to contact the groups and cell dhem that e was not worth-
while to fight”. Nobel Peace Prize lareate and East Tumorese leader
Jose Ramos Horta was under no illusions about the position of Dr
Mahathir's Malaysa on East Timor, e said he was totally opposed
to Malaysia leading the UN peacekeeping efforms, addimg thatic swas
“abways on the side of Indonesia™ In anvarticle for the Matnicdi Dy
News, Dr Mahathir said the West seized the opportumty presented
by the economic and political turmoil in Indonesia to “break up’
the country. adding that Avstralia was the “mam beneficuary” of this,

In April 20060 i an mterview with Australias SBS television
while he was attending a Group of 77 summt i Culba, Dy Mahath
made a harsh. unprovoked attack on Australia and Avstralian Prime
Miuhtcr_luhn Howard, saying he was not welcome i Malaysi, His
ighlighted his implacable animosity towards

ac ying renarks |
Malay: ﬁn\ neighbour to the mmh It was not the first time he had
attacked an Australian prime miniseer. Robert | Hawke ateracted his
censure for describing the death sentence fmposed on two Australian
drug tratfickers as barbaric, and Paul Keating upser the Malaysian
Prime Minister by calling hiny recalcitrant for nog attending the first
APEC summit. Howard had carned Dr Mahathir's ire by joining
other Western leaders in expressing concern about Anwar's arrest
and trials. Coming from the leader of i country, which. he liked to
recall, had onee practised a White Australia polic
had the same effect upon him as the slights he had experienced
under British colonialism. He was clearly so embittered by them

hese comments
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that they iy well have atfected his judgment on mateers related
to Australia

Strangely for a man who was o medical doctor. he s often

seemed to be more motivated by passionately hield belic than cold
logie. This has not affiected Malaysia much where forcigit relations
ol the commercidl kind were concerned. since nations tradimg withy
his coumtry and Western corporate chiefs operatmg Malaysiin ficro
ries have been pragmatic enough to ignore the wirriol issuing from
the Prime Minister’s Departiment as long as the goods were Howng.
But his obstnacy on the need to change Malwy culture and stub-
born sistence on personally pursuing this goal despite every
indication that it was unattainable threatened w uidernime his aim
of making Maliysia a developed nation of moderate modern
thinking Muslims by driving Malays o the PAS fundamentalise
camp. Instead of concentrating his political efforts on winning the
hearts and minds of Mala

he persisted i beanng his head agaist
the brick wall of their recaletrance and making hinisell an casy
target for opposition claims he was not a true Malay Tt was lis
Indian blood. they said. And insecad of using his skill and experi-
ence o further reduce Anwars intluence in UMNO, which had
been diminished by his inept push for power in 1998, Dr Maluchir
let his anger towards his ungrateful protége provoke him to seek
his political destruction and thereby wrned him o o artyr.

At the same time as the stunding of Dr Mahathir was plum-
meting m 1999 and 2000, the image of UMNO was taking a
battering. A new spate of corruption stories were ¢ irculating, high-
lighting the party’s failure to clean out crooked officials and climinate
maney polities. At UMNO general assemblies Dr Mahathir repeat-
edly pleaded with members not o use their positions or links o

semor officials to inake themselves rich and not o try buy their
way into top pasts with bribes, often weeping in the process. But
his teary appeals neither moved greedy UMNO menibers not
attracted the sympathy of Malaysians, since he took no action against

leading personalities widely believed to be dishonest. I was hard to
take seriously Dr Mahathir's emotional denunciatons of money
politics and petty corruption i a political enviranment thit ac cepred
rupiahs lowing like rvers of gold into the coffers of government
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parties, public works contracts gomg e relatves and frends of seior
figures and the cosy cooperation of the leadership with a coteric
of corporate chiets, Many Mal
twists of government-corporats collaboration, seen money changimg

ssians. who had tollowed the curious

hands durmg clections and experienced corruption in government
departnients, were convineed the leaders and officials of UMNO
were venal. This sentimene has provided fertile ground for PAS o
win the support of Malays, many of whony found it casy to believe
val of the Prime Minister as 3

the opposinon’s exaggerated portra
phirach.

Dr Mahathir was no dictator but he certamly had extraordmary
powers and only had hunselt to blame for the low regand i which
UMNO swas Tield by the public. I be wished. he could have shaken
up the party thoroughly. earning himself some respect trom
Malaysians i the process. But he had his mind on other matters,
such as the unwillingness of Malays to develop a strong waork and
study ethie like the Chinese. Untortunarely, the strength of his
reluctanee o rentove i

authority—together with 4 feudal Mala
veteran Jeader—deterred his colleagues from suggesting - would
be better for the party and the country for hiny o step aside and
let Abdullah Badawi take the heln, UMNO provides the mecha-
s tor leaders to be changed through elecnions but the procedure

followed has been for a prime minister to choose his suecessor
by appointing 1 deputy. The first prime mimseer. Tunku Abdul
Rahman, made way for s number two, Abdul Razak. Upon
azak’s death, the Deputy Prime Mitnster, Hussein Onn. took his
place. In 1981, Hussein Oni retired. passing the baton to his deputy.
Dr Mahathie. Dr Mahathir, like his two predecessors, was subse-
quently confirmed as the nation’s leader through his election as
UMNO! president. But the party’s right o change presidents was
underlined by the 1987 challenge by Tengku Razaleigh Hamzah,
g the sittmg Prime Minister and UMNQO

who came close to def
president, 1r Mahathir.
However, after the crushing blows that fell upon Anwar. the

senior figures who might have led a push againse the president were
held in check by fear of their leader. Dr Mahathir had given the
Home Afhairs portfolio, with it draconim apparatus of security
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forees and contrals, to Budaswt bur he could take e back at any time,
Abdullah Ahmad, Now Seiits Tinres exeaitive, colummist and former
pohitical secretary of the second prime minister, Abdul Razak, wrote
that De Mabuthye enlarged ehe presidential pringe paristership started
by Ts former boss, “The power af the prime ministers of Mulaysig

and Sigapore.and Senor Minster Lee Koan Yew, 1s awesome, pot

only over their colle,
1 Mahathir bas proved limself o be a rudiless politician, He has

1es but alsa over their respective peaples!

1o tie for cither govermmnent supparters or members ofthe oppo-
sition whe stand i his ways In March 2001, speaking mtormally to
reporters i the lobby of parhament, he vailed against the opposi-
ton decliring that it was a stumbling block o every development
proposed by the goverpmenr, e has never hestared o use the
Iiternal Seurity: Aet agiinst his enemies, although he won the

applause of liberaly with his release of detsinees when he first came

to power, A imgor sweep of a host of people across the political
spectrum - 1Y87 prompred Tunku Abdul Rahiman 1o offer 4 crt-
ieal conmment o a Brnsh newspaper. Malavsias first prime miniseer
declared: This 1 hecoming more or less a police stare. | never dreamt
they would resort to those methods of dealing with our citizens
The opposition has the right to wlk agamst the government. Now
he [y Mahathir| has arrested all of them!

I The Mabty Difesmma published w1970, 2 younger and more
radical Dr Mahathir delivered astinging attack against Tunkn Abdul
Rahman and his government. Hle wrote: "Bur power corrupts and
the nesir-absolute power thaf the Alliance [coalition of UMNO and
other parties] obtamed corrupred the thinking of the leaders almost
dabsolurely” The govermment, he wrote, was “openly contemptuots
of criticism’. Taking i ar Tunku Abdul 1Rahnuan, Dr Mahathir
statedd

“The Prume Munster in particular became so powertul both
by virtue of his office and by popular acclaim that the party became
subservient to Jus person.” Bue Tunku Abdul Rabman, whom
Abdullaly Ahmiad deseribed as an old=school primme minister’, never
exercised power as tlagrantly as Dr Mahathir. UMNO s more
subservient to s present leader than e s been to any other prine
mnister. Many eritics oF Dr Mahathir say that just as Tunko Abdul
Rahman’s adminstranon: had lost toueh sitly the muasses and was
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surprised by the May 1969, riots, the present government shows

lirtle understanding of the grievances of Malavsis. 1 Maluathir's

crities also sy that e wis never 1 real revolutionary because he
held 1o conservative views which still guide him and fender i
ainabstacle o e politeal reform Malaysia needs. They poine to
his remark i The Mabay Dilenn that in ieseld” the foudalise meli-
wation of the Malays was not-damaging. It makes for an orderly

Laiw-ubiding socicty!”

A senior UMNO figure who has worked closely with Dy
Muhathir paid tribute to his vision and the mtensity of his spirie
but faulted hint on the manner e which he had “trampled on a lot
of prople’s feet’. He said this was because of his “confrontutional.
uncampromising, Im-always-right stance’. Dr Mahathir would
“never apologise for mistikes” because this would be interpreted as
aoweakniess.

Dr Muhathir showed the tough spivit of o potential leader carly

i his political career and was more tenacious - pursuing his goaly
than his contemporaries. 1t marks hin apagt from most other
Malaysian politicians, including these who have come close to
becoming presideit of UMNO and prime mimster. Tenghu
Razalvigh challenged him for the party leadership and continued
eht hin from outside UMNO for several years. But Tengka
Razaleigh finally retirned to UMNO aid while making it known
that he would lke to succeed Dr Mahathir has not actively
confronted him 4 second tinie. A Malaysian whom many people
think should have been prime minister conceded that he was ot
prepared to go for the kill', Musa Hitan, who headed Malaysia
Human Rights Commission from 1999 to 2002, was clected
UMNO deputy president m 1981 when e Mahathir was elected
president. He became Deputy Prime Minister under the new Prime
Minister but resigned in 1986 over “differences” with Dr Mahathir.
He later supported Tengku Razalewgh's bid to replace Dr Mahathir
atthe 1987 UMNO clections but was defeated when lie tried w
vetain his deputy presidency. He told me he agreed with the Asian
Wall Street Jonnual when it said the rouble with Musi Hitam” was
that e was “never the type to go for the jugular’. Musi said: 1
prepared to play dirty, s g simple as thar, As @ democrac | think
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that shouldi't be the auitude” While e was @ zood Muostim i the
sense that he bebieved m takdir (faee), ar the same ume he beheved
g e he traed s beat.
f 1 dont, so be i Musa

wrswhat he called ‘posinve Fatalism’ e

He saids I L reach there, | oreach ther
once remarked that one of the problems of people who sot o

polities was “their mability to get ont of palities”.

D Muhathir s clearly more hand-nosed than Musa. His buck-
ground iy have somerhing o do with that. Te swas brought up
wean environment where he was pushed to e an achiever. e was
the youngest o Biuly of six bovs and three gl Fis Geher swas
the founder and first headniaster of the Sultan Abdul Hamid College
i Alor Star. which Mahathr artended. He sid= "My father was very
strict and sertous about studics” His schooling sway interripred by
the Japanese oceupation. The college reapened on 15 October 1943,
after being closed for 1390 days. Mahathir bin Mohaniad Iskandar
wis among the students who learned with the reapening of their
school that they had passed the Jumior Cambridge Examination,
which they had sit i December 1941, In the post-war vears, he
edited the college publication and was chaieman of the Licerary and

Debatmg Soviery, A fellow student recalled that he “organised the
debates and talks of the soctery with efficiency’. By then he was 20
and showing astrang political conscionsness, Although sill at schoal,
he became involved in the campaign agamst the Brivsh proposal
for a Malayan Umon, which Malay natouabsts opposed. Writing
under the pen-name of C.HL E. Det e was aregular contributor
to the Sunday edition of the Snaits Fimes. Many of the views
expressed an these articles were expavided i The Mafay: Ditenma.
I 1947 he was admitted o the King Edward VI College of
Medicme at the University of Malaya in Smgapore. Afer an inteen-
ship at the Penang General Hospital he set up his own practice in
Alor St
UMNO and then saanding for parliament inthe 1964 general elec-
tion. in which he won the Kota Star Selatan seat. He was defeated

- But he mammained s pohineal enthusiasm, joining

in the next general election in 1969 but in 1974 won the Kedah

seat of Kubang Pasu, which he has retained at ev
poll. i the 1960s and early 19705, his outspoken criticisn of the

ry subsequent

ruling chre, s attacky on Chinese control of the cconomy and
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championing of Malay vights made I hero of the mationalists

and student radic the very sections of the commumiy who now
desprse B The 13 May 1969 riots prompted D Mahatlie o
tackle the leadership head-on in aty open letter to the then Prime
Mumster, Tugku Abdul Rahman, criicismg governnient policies
He was expelled o UMNO i September 1909, iid. not re-
admitted to the party wntil March 1972, 4 year after Razak replaced
Tunku Abdul Rahman s president.

The Malay Dilenima apser the UMNO hierarchy even anore than
the open lewer to Tunkie Abdul Rabman. However, in the wake of
the May 1969 piats the leadership realised something had o be
the despair of many Malays, To this end, the New

done o assuag
Economie Policy sntroduced measures providing the kind ot
“constructive protection” for the Malay commmumiry that Dr Mabathir
called for m his book. But Dr Maluathir swent mnch further than
propasing efforts to give Malays greater equality with Chinese.
wues wath hiy deserucnve analysis of Malayan culture,

shovking colleag
He said the proposition that only the fittest would survive did ot

apply in Malaya, where ‘no great exertion or energy was required
o obram foed™. The hot, nnnd climate was not conducve to eithe
vigorous wark ar even tomental activity and most people were
unlimited lesure momerely resung or m
shbours and friends”. By contrast,

content to spend the
extensive conversation with ne
the fite of the Chinese people was “one: continuous strug
arrvival . Additionally. the Chinese did not have the Malay “partiality

dle for

towards in-breeding’. Chinese avordance of marriage within the
same chin resulted in the reproduction of the “best strams and char-
acteristics which facilitated survival’. The young Dy Mahathir wrate
that the Malays,‘whose hereditary and environmental mfluence had
could do nothing but retrear before the
hardened and

been so debilitating

omslaught of the Chinese immigrants’. who were
resourcetul. Betore long the “industrious and deternimed -
granes” had displaced the Malys i petty trading and all branches
of skilled work. He further emphasised the detrimental effect of
in-bireeding by comparing rural Malays, whom, he said. preferred
to marry relanves, with town Malays, whose inter-racial marriages
“enriched Malay stock”. With this reference to Malays who nirried
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nou=-Malays. he put limselts wich his Indian heritige, on g
Ingher plme than other members of the Mala

s commty. Today,

natianalists extol the mportanee of racil puriry and deery Dy

Mahathir for hix nuxed blood

D Mahathie called for an equality that must nean "4 gam for

the have-nots and-a Toss for the Taves” o overcome Malay frustra-
non and bieterness, which had led o the May 1969 riots, Noting
that cducationally Malavs were far behind ather communities, he
advocared “specia

provisions to help them, as well as employment
opportimines o overcome the: discrimmation " conmmerctal and
business circles controlled by non-Mal.

o o remarks that many
wsight mo s thinkn
Dr Mahathir also placed m question the right of Chinese and ather

Chinese have regarded as an alarming carly

non-Malays to e in Malaya. He said Malays were the righttul
owners of Malaya and if citizenship were conterred o other rices
it was becaonse Malivs consented o this. He added: That consent
1y conditional”

I his Sinooduction” to The Malay Difeima: Dy Mahachie siid
weneral disapproval greered his submission at a seminar held in Kuala
Lanipur in 1966 that hereditary and eovironmental influences were
among the factors responsible for the: poor examination: perfor-
manice of Malay studetits, because 1 was thought he was miplving
that Malays were by nature inferior and thar this mferioriey was
Dereditary and consequently permanent. He wrote: This is not what
the writer implicd or concluded.

The mtention was to spothight
certain muwinsic o

ctors which retard the development of the Malays,
particularly those which can be corrected” Today, he s sill secking
to-correct these factors, with virtally no suceess: Retiming to his

theme of Malay Tiziness i an interview with the Mingguan Malaysia
newspaper i June, 2002, he said: T have failed in achieving the most
mmportant thing: how o change the Malas” A few days fater, on
20 June. ity his opening speech o the 2002 UMNO gerieral assembly
hesatd he was disappointed because he had achieved wo hirtle from
Ins Sprineipal task” of making Malays @ successtul, respected and
honourable rice. He added: '] beg your forgiveness because | have
failed. 1 pray that from among the Malays, there will emerge a leader
capable of changing certain, characteristies of the Malays!

Then. in
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his closing speech, he caused pandemonium when he tearfully
announced his resigration, He later agreed w sty on anal October
2003, avhen Abdullah Badawi will become lead of govermment.
with the expectation of subsequently being elecred UMNO pre
dent. D Mahathie’s effores are clearly frustrating hinm and having 4
destructive umpact on Malays at o time when the naton is already

sharply divided.
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at the

13| Terrorist
gate

P Lslan se=Malaysia (PAS), the opposition
party that wants to turn Malaysiainto . lunda-

mientalist Isdimnie sware, has undurgone a remarkable transformation

w afew years, Unal recently, iewas regarded s o party with a honted
following of rural vorers mothrall to s réhigious Teadersowhich was
unfikely to duplicare cleshere s vicrory in Kelangan, the country's
poorest state. However, it has emerged as g siznificant political orgin

isation with growing support among young urban Malays m
addimon o its kampung base, which has g strong chinee ofaclneving
power thronghout the northern hall” of Penisulay Malaysia and.
eventually even the possibility of winning control of the federal
parliament. Jes threat to UMNO prompted Abdullaht Aliad o
warn i his New Stais Times column: PAS s no longer o blus-
provineiul |mm with o real strengehi i is a terriying arce
capitalised onevery misstep of

tering
now and in future” PAS s cleve
D Maliathir, especially his meretless destruction of Anwar and lis
controversial remarks about Malbws and religion., wihich it bas tried
aganst hun, For example, the: party says his plans for the federal

government t take over stite=run rehgious schools where, he clams,
teach children to hate him, demonstrate that he s

PAS support
anenemy of il
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But PAS hys also benetited troman Tshmic resurgence through-
out South-East Asiwiineh has radicalised a swath of Muslims across
South-Fast Astaand created an unlikely alliance of US-Tanng,
mujahideen which includes voung affluent Malays. anti-government
guerillas 1 Indonesian Acel and the southern Philippines,
and savage Christan-killers i the Maluka islainds of Indonesia

Malays with this nesw Ishinie consciousness— born-agan Mushims—
have gravitated to PAS, Within PAS many of them have evolved
o dangerons extremists cager 1o jom the holy warriors of the
region

Unal recently PAS did not acavely caltivate other races but,

recognising how events have given it greater potential o challe
the Natonal Front. ar has sought to portray iselt as an acceptable
upton for non-Malays. However, the party has run into ditficulties
i recanciling the moderate face 1o presents o the Chinese and
Tndians of Malivsia with the hardline pronouncements of sentor
party officials, Morcover, the cornerstone of PASS polincal plar=

torni—ind the altimire reason for the partys existence—is its goal
of making Malaysia a state m which @ Middle-Easternsstyle unfor-
giving Islamy permeates and controls every mstication. Shariah
(Isnmic) faw would have supreme authority. The Muslim moder-
avton of D Mahathir would be dead. Abdul Hadr Awang. who
became PAS chiel on the death of Fadzil. Chief Minjster of
Terengganu, has twice tried to introduce into- parliament a bill to
make nee for Muslims. Stnce all Milays are
deemed to be Mushims ar bivth. the Taw would apply t any member
of the race wishimg to take upanother religlon or to no longer be
4 practising Muslime While the PAS bid 1o introduce the death
penaly tor people who renounce therr Islaimic faich has been
blocked by the National Front, e lias put pressure on UMNO 0
defend its declared role as the legitimate representanve of followers
of Tslam in Malaysta. Many UMNO officials believe it should be
less moderate incits interpretation of Islaim to counter PAS efforts

apostasy o capital of

o mpugn the government party’s Ishumie eredentials,

Seekiyg to rebut PASS denigration of UMNOL Dr Mahathir has
sind the world acknowledge Malaysia as a Muslim nation and many
other Ilimne governments regard 1 as the best model for them.
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However, PAS has suceessfully kept UMNO on the detensive: The
oppositon parey has repeatedly crmeised UMNO for using it
constitutional powers 1o prevent the implementation of legisligon
passed m PAS-convrolled Kelntan dun would mrroduce the trid-
ol sharih penalties for offenders siel s cutting off the hands
of thieves and stoning adulterers, Kelanan Chiet Miniseer Nik Aziz
Nik Mat s accused UMNO of rejectng the Koran and the
reported savings of the Praphet Mahamad, while Fadzil Noor sud
ulama whe supported UMNO svere ‘mute satans” tor noe speaking
out agamst the Prime Minister. Hadi Awang isued an amanat
(decree). declaring that all members of UMNO were mfidels. or

nor=believers, He also tried upsuceessfully to table in federal parlia-
ment . bill o controland restriet” the propagation of religions other

than Il prompung angry protests from followers of other faiths.
After Terengganu fell to PAS i the 1999 general election, Hadi
Awang announced the state would follow Kelantan in smposing the
sinst IWlamic Taw and also
M
and cover all ather parts of then

harslt hudud pumishimenes for offenc
mtroduce the finse PAS state's o

code, requiring 1y women

to wear the face

nerreling tudu

bodies except the ands. Terengganu also banned women trom
taking part 1 Koran-reading compentions, which are 4 major
activity e Malaysta. Flarun Taibe chairman ot the stare Education
and Religious Law Implementation Connmiriee. sard that g svoman’s
voice, like most of hier body. was arat. or taboo, and shonld not be
heard by anyone outside her family.

Addressing Muslims at one of bis weekly religious meetings i
Kota Bara. the state capital, Kelantns Chict Minnster Nik Aziz,
who s known among Malays as Tok Gurie or venerable teacher,
said wonten were the mam ciuse of socil ills and moral deca-

dence’. He aserted that the peaple most responsible for vice and

attire thie

other problems were young wonien fond of wearing
exposed their bodies. He said the way they dressed invited men 1o
rape or molest them. They usmally wore revealing clothing on
Saturdays, the main shopping dav in the state, e was apparently
referring to Chinese or Indian women simee Malays are bound by
the stare’y dress code for Mushms. He said: Tt is on this day that we
can see many vouny women wearing hlouses which expose the
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navel. Bven a Tok Guru can be weakened watchimg them” His

comments ontraged women’s groups. Not-Muslims ave often

poked fun at the pronouncements of Nik Aziz, wha has: banned
ity forms af entertaimment, directed supernmrkers w set up separ-
ate male and fenndle checkout counters and fecommended it
government offices employ less beaunful” womern to protect men
from temptation. But within PAS anything sud by dhe o who i

his includes his declar-
wislation m federal parlment

the partys spirteaal advaser is taken seriously.
avron that the party would intraduce le

to enforce the hudud penalties when™ it came 1o power. The statey
of Kelantan and Terengganu are providing an example of the kind
of mation Malasia would become it PAS did succeed e gaimng
oontrol of the tederal parlianent

PAS clainis it opposes Islamie extremism but sone munibers
have turned up in regional radical groups while athers have been
linked tothe al-Qaeda terronst group assoctated with Osama bin
Laden. members of which carried our the September 11, 2001,
attacks on the World Trade Centre and Pentigon. While UMNOL
during its unbroken period sipee ndependence as the dommane

oV ty. has taken a moderate stand on most Iskintic issies.,
Malaysia has produced a variety of religions extremists over the

PN P

years: They have ranged from the belligerent €0 the bengn. the
Tatter ncluding 4 group called al-Argam which had thousands of
followers i cities and kampungs, i the gy and government
before it was banmed. 1t was led by a charismatic Malivsian swho
buile up wn international business emprre and lved w luxury m
Thailand until he retrned to Malavsia to face arrest.

Of more concern to the authoriues has been the emergence of!
cults that have clashed violentdy with Malaysian security forees. On 16
October 1980, eighe Mushin extremists were shot dead by police
fter an armed band led by o selisseyled Messiah from: Cambodia
stormed a police station at Bat Paliatin Perak. Taventy-three police
officers and civilians were mjured m the attack. On 19 November
1985 four police officers and fourteen followers of an extrennse cult
dred e tiveshour police aperation against the group ar Baling i
Kedaly, o state nest to Perak. Police arrested 139 people, induding

wormnen and children, who were menibers of the cult
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T mid=2000.0 group called al-Ma“unal, led by an Wanie zealor
who comvinved his fallowers e swas myvulnerable to bullets, Lanched
anaudacions but ill-conceived plin o averthrow the
Finst, fitteen memberscof the: group dressed as saldier
the brggest seizare of nalitary weapons i Malavsias history. driving
from two army camips i Perak stare wiedh 100 M6 rafles and

roveTInment

1ed out

&

away
ascore of other weapons. including machme guns and grenade
lawnchers, together with enough anmumition to wage a sl war.
They then used an army radio ransmiver to call for the vuster of
Dy Malathirand hiy government and the establishment ofan Ihamic
state burappeared o have no clear plin for future action. The fifteen
men who cerrted out the rad on the army canmps anded p with
cleven more al-Miunah nembers holed up on a hillkop in an area
of jungle and orchards near the town of Sauk. the leaders home

town, i Perak, where they were surronnded by more than. 100
police officers and soldiers supported witl heavy weapous and

armoured vehicles, Durng a tense four-day confrontgtion, the rel

wls
Killed twa hostiges betore nally surrendering o police. Asscare of
other members were rounded up and arvested. As the media
expressed concern abont the growth of “radical tslam™ - Malaysia,
officials said there were more than 400 sucly“deviationst groups” in
the country. But there were some especially alarimiing features about
al-Ma'unah The colt had acacred atfluent professionals and seiior
milivary men The Jeader wis a fornrer army privace, while
numbered amo

Tis followers were a caprain and warrant otficer
from the armed forces.

The al-Ma'undh wroup sas founded i Seprember 1998, the
month of Anwark sacking, by Mohanad Awn Razali, who took
for hinmsell” the utle of Sheikh. This was the name by which he
former deputy prime minister was known when he was a fiery
Iskime radical. Anun was miluenced noconly by Answar biie also
by i carhier Islamic hevo, Wrdin Libya. . cale leader who claimed
mystical powers and was Killed inthe 19 November 1985 shoot=
ourwith police ar Baling. At the te, Ain. then 15, was a stident
at the Lanai el
he became an acolywe of Thralim Libya. Many of Iis student tiiends
were arrested but Amin esciped the dragner. Ar the age of 1o, he

sious school, near Baling. With others of his age,
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went to hndonesia, where e stadied ander a Javanese mysue called
Ibnu Abbas, who, according to Amin, authorised T to open 4
sehool m Malaysia to spread the teachings of dl=-Ma'unali. He did
not set up his sehool until September 1998, when he was 2

Malaysta swas 1 ferment over the sackmg of Anwar, who was dolised
by voung Maliv Mustines, 1ewas the rght tme Tor g Malay dressed
w Howing robes and turbun, with bushy evebrows, a thick Zupata-
style mbstache and goatee. who clumed mgraal-ares skals and
magical powers, to present himselfas a Mushn leader with the same
nany de guerre as Anwar On 28 Decenber 2000, hre was setenced
todie by hanging after heing found guilty of treason. Amin and his
tollow

oy,

enerated widespread sympathy among the Ilome cle

iy of whom refiised to deliver an official serman condemimng
al-Ma‘unah and other deviant religions groups, using their mosques
tnstead to denounce the Mahathir government as un-Islanic.

The al-Maumab affair demonstrated that there was i fine line
berween fundumeralism and exeeensm within the Malay Mustim
commmunity. Many members ofthe cult, which chaimed o have more
than 1000 followers i Muliysia and abroad. were also members of
PAS. Fadzil Noor distanced the party from the ‘meorrect” Ishinne
practices of al=-Ma'unah but sad there would be no mvestigation
e whether hus members were tvolved i the cule. Other PAS
leaders case doybr an the official version of events. suggesting the
wovernment wanted w wsal fear m the non=Mushim community
5o they would not support the opposition party.

With extremist rehigious views and bigotry thriving beneath the

appearinee of ananon committed to slamic moderation and tol
anee of other faiths. it was probably not surprising that Maliysia.
Tound tesell dong with other South-East Astan nations, facing an
even greater threat to mcial and religious peace i 2000 It came
from Mushims drawn to the aunihilation-of-the-West theme of the

Saudic Arabian supporter of *blessed terrorism’ Osania Bin Laden.
He already had a following in the region betore members of his
moverent ased wirline jets as gided mssiles on Seprember 11,
2000 to - destroy the twin towers of the US World Trade Centre
and attack the Pentagon. One of his earliost and closest South-East

Astan connections was with the Abu Sayval Islunic rebels in the
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Philippanes, who swere responsible for series of kidnappings m the
Philippimes and arand ana Malayvsian resart in 20000 Osania’s enis-
saries have also been actve i establishimg ks with radical Kl
oups in Tndonesia.and until recently an al=Queda Teader was using

MJIn«n as - base to coordinate the group’s regronal activines,

he suecesstul terrorist assanlt on the commercial heart of the

United States immediarely fncreased the nomber of Osania’s
admirers i South=-Fast Asia- Even moderate Muslims put as nuch
blasne v US policies as the perpeteators for the camage: Thee blow to
the United State:
depressed by the unmmb’s (Mushimg commumity5) sabservicnee in

v sbliminal lift ro the spiries of many Musdims

a warld domimated by Americans and Eoropeans— although few
would admit this, More seriously. it fadicalised those who, were
merely conservative while inspiring these already rudical o offer
themiselves as mareyes to the cause.

I Noveniber Osaa appeated to Muslims to rise up agrinst such
eneimes of Iskaim gy the "Australian. erdsader forces’—an apparent
reterence 1o the Australian troaps sent to help the Unied States in
ats Alghanastan compaign, He denounced both the United Nations
and Australia over the separation of “a part of the Blamie World®.
I

Tinorese were Christins). Then i Jinuary 2002, Singapore’s Ministry

st Tunor, froni Indonesin (ignoring the fact thar most East

of Home Affairs disclosed thar the Australion Figh Commission
was anong targets for homb atacks by Singporean terrorists who
Dl trained i Afighanistan at Osani’s gl-Queda camps. Their plans
were uncovered when US forees serzed al=-Quaeda documents and 1
video i Atghanistun

These developments came amid signs of growing Islinme nili-
tuncy throughout the region to Avstralias north and as radical
clements in Malaysia were linking up watly simbarly ided Mushims
i Indonesigand the Philippines. The Malaysian link to Osama was
the Kumpulan Mujalideen Malaysia (Islume Warrors Group of
M
of PAS. At the same tine a5 KMM was coming under the spor-

Lysia), o KMM, some of whose adherents were alsomembers

light. a4 sphit was deepening i the Anwar camph partv. Keadilan.
between moderace atficials and o hardhne fieton favourmg e use
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of miosques and Iskimne radicalism tocrally popular support tor a4
street soruggle to overthirow the government.

The leader of the miliane facuon, Mohamad Ezam Noor, who
had been Ansar’ s palitical seeretary and had begun dressing and
acting like the young radical version o his mentor, was arrested m
2001 wnder the Treral Seawtry Acr. As o result, he was accorded
the sante martyr status as Anwar and like him became - hero of

yvoung Malays studving m Malavsian veligious schools, among whom
are the terrorists of the fliture. T the current covironment, PAS,
the religious school and the mosques are all breeding grounds for
young Mulays eager to fight for s or any like-minded fmane

The existence of KMM camie to light as o result of & botched
bank rad i Kuala Lonpur i May 2000, aneowhieheone man was
shot dead and two others wounded. The robbery was intended to
provide funds for the group: Police alleged members were also

responsible for the unsolved murder sixo months carlier o Dr Joe
Fernundez, the Kedah stite polinern gunned down as he was caughe
e trathic fam (Ferpandez lad been a target of ruimours that e
was spreading Cliristianity amonyg Mushins KMM wis also linked
to the bombig of 1 chareh and a Hindu wimple and ancatack on
a police station. Nine peaple were ariested and 4 ciche of s
seized,

i August 2001
arrested, including Nik Adl Nik Azizea former religious teacher
and son of PAS sparstual adviser and Kelantan Stare chiet Nik Azie
Nik Mae Nik-Adis Fither had demonserated s radical Teaning by
deseribing the Seprember 11 attacks on the United States as the
will of Allah™ and urging Maslims to help and support Talibun-
controlled Afghanistan i ats fight against the United States, The
atthorites accused Nik Adli who was said to be the leader of the

mother ten alleged KMM anembers were

hean armed

wroup. of seeking (0 ‘topple the government thro
struggle and replace 1t with apure Islamie seate comprising
Indonesia, Mindango and Malavsta™ Fle demed the chirges and his
father accused the government of seeking 1o dustroy PAS. While
the Malaysian government indoubredly nude polineal capial vut
of the expasure of KMMY aenvatiis. there was nodoubt about the
group’s existence or that it had liks with extremists in Indonesia.
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There Tave been a number of eredible reports identitving KMM

as part of the Osame network inthe region and ok also o
the Indonesin group Laskar Mugabideen, which has been respon-
sible for the worse of the jihad againse Christans in north Miluku.
Malaysian members of KMM lave reportedly: tiken part i attacks
on Chirstuns m Anbon. the Maluku capital. in conjunction with
Laskar Mujalideen. The Malaysia- Indonesia ok was furcher

confirmed by the arrest of 0 Malaysian KMM member in Jakarea
on Auguist 2001 when o homb he was carrying went oft prema-
turcly ourside a shopping mall.

T January 2002, Malaysian police chict Noran Mai snnounced

the arrest of thirteen men who were saud o be members of a new
wing of KMM with suspected Tinks to Zacarias Moussaoui. the
French Morocean charged in the United States over his alleged

mvolverent i the Seprember 11 ateicks: According to Malavsian

mmgration records, Manssaoni had visired Malaysia berween 4 and
15 Seprember and agan on 5 October 2000: The police disclosed
that one of the September 11 suicide hijackers, Khalid al-Midlar,
was videotaped in Kaala Lampur nine months betore the rerrorist
s KMM
members detiined. They inclnde businessien, teachers, hank
employees and i drivers,

artack. The arrests brought to 38 the nnmber of lleg

Norjan Map sad palice seized training manuals and stadies of
st and

militmt movemenes i the Phlippines, Cliechny I
Indonesta, Ocher documents contained istructions o guerilly
warfare.map-reading and the use of frcarms, and mformaton about
procedures used nproteenng armouries, Fle sad the authioritios
believed both KMM wings were established and controlled by thie
samie three “direeting figures” from Indonesi, whom e wennficd
as hndonesia Muggatudeen Council Tiead Aby Bakar Bashir and twa
religious leaders fulama). Abu Bakar and one of the ulama were “sull
av large’ while the second. Mahaniad Tgbal Rahman, had been
arrested i Malaysiyan June 2001

Twodays after Noran's announcement, Sugapo

S Mimstry ot

Home Affars aunounced the arrest ol ifteen suspected errorists,
some of whom it said, had been trained i aliQueda camps 1

Atghamstan. They were arrested by agents of the eyl Security
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Department, who serzed from their homes detailed mtormanon on

bamb-making as well as photographs and video foatige of surve
lance carried out on potental trgets. A Home Ministry official sud
the prinepal targets of the terrorises were the US Embassy gid
members of the US armed forces visiting Singapore. but they alvo
mchuded the Baosh High Commission and the Australian High
Conumission. Mast of those arrested awere members ol an organ-
wsation called Jemagh Islaniah, the leaders of which had links to
Malaysia's KMM ind the three Indonestins named by Kuala
Lumpur. Singapore Deputy Prime Mimister Tony Tan noted that

Stigapore was fcing 4 new type of mteriadorsl errorisn whicl
was strtegic i outlook. and much more dangerons and sustiined
tha the one=off terrorist atticks carried out i the past by disparare
Lroups,

The war on terrorism, depicted by Osama Bin Laden as a war
on Islam, aceelerated: the shift away frony Ishinnie moderation m

Malaysia and provided new meentives for radical elements in
Indonesia and the Philippines. There is strong reason to believe that
the kind of Islamic radicals who were ‘Osanay followers will
continte to emerge n Mabiysia, Indonesia and the Philippines with
asprrations o Jaunch a regional holy war aimed at ereating 1 South-
East Asian Islamic state. The ripening conditions for increased
vadicaliom i Indonesia, which has the world’s Lirgest Mushim popu-
lation, wene highlighted i asurvey conducted towards the end of
2001 by the Cenrre for Research on Islam and Soerery i the Syanif”
Hidayarulah Islinye State Tostioute i Jakarta and published i Toago
magazine: [t showed a rise e religious fervour and o fall m roler-
ance tor other religrons among Indonesian Muslims,

ar o the Muslim militaney as displaved m the Seprember 11
attacks and Malaysia’s home-grown KMM caused somie Malaysians
who had been eritics of Dr Mahathir to view hin with new enthu-
st because of his moderate Islamic stnce. The Chinese-led

apposition Deptocratie Action Party finally severed it uiieasy
allinee wath PAS and Keadilan: ending any chance of cooperation
between the three parties iy elections. There were sigms of o resur-
genee e National Front support intwo by-clections. But the shift
back to the govermmnent parties was mainly aunong some moderate
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Muslins, Chinese and Indians. whoo while they may have gone
through a pertod off Mahathie-haung, were never serions opposi-
o vorers, Many Maliys responded Tess to Seprember 11 and its
imphications of a frightening global terrorsm threat than to the
subsequent bombing of Afhanistan, whicli prongpeed an ant-
American frenzy. PAS Jed the vondemmation ot the United States,
with Fadzil Noor callig the Americans ‘war crimnimals’.

The Ulima Acoction of Malavsiy condemned the US
hombmg of” Afghanistan as au act of aggression aganst sl and
et ihad, or loly war agdist the Americans

urged Muslims to wa
Abdul Ghani Sansudin, head of the arganmanon of Muslim cleries.
sad e gilad was necessary ro defend Alghamstan and Muslims

worldwide, Muslims should be prepared o sacrifice then hives in
the Toly war, For Malays the praclamation of the ulua had the
D Mahathir's catitions

aysians should not mvolve themselves i the

banding foree of a Dusea—i religions dec
renarks that Ma
alinstn war were seen as ur=lbunic by comparison

D Mahathir failed o ke a dear-cut position, leaving himsell
apen toerineisi frong the West asd e acovises, He condemned

the September T attacks but expressed lis apposition to the war
n Afghanistan, saying the main victims were innocent people and
the fighting would not eradicate the roots of terroriym. At a meetng
of the Organiation of Wantie Canference in Kuala Lunipur in April
2002, D¢ Mahathir angered many delegares by defining borh seacli
soldiers who killed civilians and Palestinian suicide hombers as
terrorists. However, m o later mterview with Bernama he saud the
Palestian: bombers had no chotee, It was legitmate tor them to
use terror against those using terrorm againse them. Nevertheless,
he was weleomed wo Washingran by President George Bush i May
as an apponent of teprorism (although the Amerncan leader said the
US had not changed its position thar Anwar was - political victing
wha should be released from jarl). But is chimmniy get-together
with Bush harmed hin ac home, where the opposition savagely
artacked him tor consortmg with the man they accused of beimg o
friend of the Israclis and foe of the Palestinians.

Dr Mahathir cannot hope tostem the flow of Malay vorers o PAS
by Tinking the party to terrorisn. PAS merely contimues to attack
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his Asknue credentials Te s mastered the art of using religion 1o
further its politieal mrereses. UMNOL it asserts, 15 @ party of mfidels
Its Teasder is 4 pharoh wasting the people’ money. The men who
lead PAS, by contrast. are Islamic cleries. who speak the wond off
God. A vore tor PAS 1 pagsport o leaven. Dre Mahadur s only
oo aware of what he is up against. hnandinterview with the New

Sunday Times i July 2000 he showed his froseration, when he said:
IFT say thas s swhite but g religious man sivs that this i black, then
this is black becanye the tok guru savs 1i's black”

Some UMNO officials are convineed the parey must abandon

moderation for 4 more conservative brand of sk, This will not
happen while Dy Mahachir s m - power bue future feaders may
attenipt o compere with PAS on s fuindamentalise terms. This

s march 1o developed nation starus.

could slow or stop M
It conld also provide turther encouragement—heyond that now
existing —for some Malays to enbrace extrenust ideas. As one
Malaystan politieal analyst smd, UMNO could never out-PAS PAS.
Liany move in this divection swould merely give o stamp of approval
1o the PAS agenda of creatingan Islamic state

PAS mught not i the near term s control of the federal parli-
ment because i UMNO feels s polineal control i threatened
canalways inerease the numbier of constituenctes i the southern
states of Penmmsular Malaysia and the Bomeo states of Sarawak and
SHADS strony, toensure its parliamentary majoriey
s possibility of PAS gaiming control of more

Sabaly, where st
But there s a detinit
northern states and even ending up running the top half of the

peninsula. From such 4 Lirge base, it could exercise signficant miflu-
ence over the rest of Malaysia and provide a haven tor lslamic
extremists. UMNO would be reluetant o ke acnion agamst e for
fear of icreasmg sympathy tor the opposition pirty.

Over the longer term, UMNOS votmg power seern likely to

Jigging of constituencies will not

While UMNO van continue for the tme heing to
and to a lesser extent Indians—the demao-

decrease steadily, unnl ever the i

help ar surviv

rely onvates of Clinese
ataphic wends sdgggest this sitition will be dhort-lived. The Ceritre
for Malaysian Chinese Studies has signalled concern over the race’
tuture. 1t savs thae while Malaysian Chinese made op 37

per vent
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of the populiien 401 years ago. their proporton has fillen to Just
unider 20 per cent today: It forecast o drop to: araund 20 per cent
i the ne

t 200years, Ocher stdies suggese ehar Chinese will avcount
Tor just 15 per ceinn of Milayst

s population by 20200 Mulays and

other mdigenous people. who muke up mare than 601 per cent of

Mulaysia’y 23 million people.are dnereasing in uumber by Jlimost
5 per centannually. Av the same ae. the Chinese birdh rate iy static
or declingiig. The udian segnient of the populacon has fillen from
abour 10 per cent o 7 per cent in recent vears.

IEPAS imaintams s growth interms of Malay vorers, it will
eventally have enougly suppart 1o overthrow UMNO and be in
A pesition: totarn Malaysia into an Ishume stace. The e e-
surgence i South=-East Asiahas certainly benefited PAS but
D Muliathir bears the main responsibiliy for the dnumatic shiff in
allegiance among many Malays from UMNO (o the Dpposition
pareys They have: deserted UMNO 1 protest gt lis divisive
policies and unwelcome prosiosicements. A Malavsia that is polit-
weally stable and o close and cordial terms widh Smgapare could
be aumgor stabilistig force i the regon. prov 1ding moral support

o moderate lements in Indonesia and acting as economie role
model for Thailand and the Philippines. At the same time, i could
encourige les advanced ASEAN members suelioas Vietan, Lios
and Cambodia o tike priggmaric meastres towards. their develop-
went But a naton inowhach an Bliie parey tolerane o Musling
extrenists contrals alirge portion of the country and i clupping
away atthe pariamentary magoriey of tie moderate tederd govern-

ment will engende

ional istability by causing worries about irs
tuture and it potential as 1 base for werrorists. In the past, UMNO
was prepared o allow leaders of the Moro Islamic Liberation Frone,
A Mustin rebel group fighting a guenily war against the Philippines
soverninent, to find refuge in Malaysia, PAS can be expeated o be

even mare welvoming to Ishumic revolutionasy moverients such s

the Acehnese independence fighters from Tndonesia’s northern
Sunatrn That is of specal concern w Singapore which Tas i
many differences with the UMNO-led government, has been
labelled by conservative Mustios as the ‘Lrael of South-EFast Asia®
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and hay openly worred about the possibility of PAS coning to
PowWer.

Dr Mahathirs dramatic and emotonal anmouncemnent of his
resipration at the 2002 UMNO general assembly, which he laer
retracted afier colleagues pleaded with hitn nat to step down, was
dismissed as play-acting by PAS official Hata Ramland other
opposiuon leaders. Hate said it was 4 desperate auempt to fish tor
sympathy abead of the nest clection. Buta leading Malaysian polit-
ical apalyst said e wiile Dr Malachir had often used histriomes
as a politeal wal, this dime his disply of emotion secmed mvol-
untary. brought on by the momentous nature of what he was saying.
However, his announcement appeared to have been tmied o have
the maximunn impact. The analyst believed Dr Mahathir had decided
to retire after concluding e he was not going o change Malay
md that it would he better

culture, however long he staved i office.
for hiny 1 go while he could stll orchestrare the transier of power.
It seemed that Dy Mabuthie Tad finally resolved o give s full
or atier some earlier hesitation and

support to Badawi as his succe
was concerned that when he resigned hiy depury pmghe be chal-
lenged for the top posts. The threat of Dr Mahathir’s sudden
departure so alarmed s colleagues, whao feared it could be desta-
bilising, that he was able to seeure their support for ani orderly
eransition i a fised e frame, Dr Mahathirs decision to retire
seems final, But before his resignation anneuncement he had been
acting like a nin who planned v hang on unnl death o illness
ended his regn.

I December 2000 an interview with Bermana, the national
pews ageney, e Mahathir backed away from an carlier declaration
that his current term as primie mmister would be s lase, Speaking
of the next election—duae by the end of 2004—he said: L am 76,
The desire to ensare [the National Front coalition’s] suceess is there,
bur [the National Front| can achieve suceess even i L do not contest
or am no longer the leader! Then, he added: “This is o possibilit
L Lawall conrest!

but in certain sicuations if T am required to contes
What he seemed to be saying was that he was keeping Iy options
apen and might decide wo remain i office beyond the next elee-
fonal Front to win

tion. which he expected the N

4 \ THE NATINTHIR LEGAEY




But Dr Mahathirs retirement and the transter of power 1o
Badaws, together witl the installation of Nagib Razak as the new
deputy. now seeniv assured. Najib, who won the most votes in the
part election for the three vice presidential poses i 2000—ahead
of Muhyiddimn Yassin and Multmmad Taib—was endorsed by
Dr Malathir i July 2000 a5 the next deputy prime minister to
“prevent a tassle” for the pose, He siid Najih was “the best candidate
incterms of semority and most experience in the government”. [was
told Nujib supparted Badawi as Dy Mahadiry successor i the
expectation he would be made deputy prime minister and UMNO
deputy prosident. My source sad Najib was prepared o see Bawadi
serve o more than two terms betore he succeeded o the top
positions

This source also sad that the future leadership would have to
do somiething ahout Anwar. *You just cannor et it go. The ghost
of Anwar is with us, it will not

! The big challenge, according

to this source, will be how to deal with him: A pardon is out of
the question because he would thenjoin the political fray”. Neither
would the leadership want simply o release i front prison beciise
then he would be a free-floating agent”. The souree stated:"He can
join PAS Jor| he can go back o UMNO and then he can say.
PExcise me you are sitting on my seat”™ He suggested the way out
would be to find a job for him abroad, perhaps with the United
Nations or some other tnternationa] dgeney. But people | have
spoken to who have worked with Anwar did nor think he would
accept such an outcome. They have predicted e would be so birter
and angry it would be ditficult for the UMNO leadership to find
asolution that would not see him wymg o seize control af the
country. PAS, meanwhile, will be working steadily o muake itself
the major party in Malaysia

Abdullah Badawi faces the daunting sk of huving to deal with
the Anwar problem, persuade Malays alicnated by Dr Mahachir to
return to the UMNO fold and convinee Chinese and Indians i

hie has therr meerests at heare. He will also hive o show that e is

Bis own man. As Dr Mahathirs deputy he fas parroted the Prime
Minister on some issues, either out of conviction or in ander to
keep o the right side of lis hoss. As the nest prime minstor and
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president of UMNO, Abdullah Badawi will be a markedly different
leader from Dr Maluhir e will be diplomatic where Dr Mahathie
is outspoken. He will be soathing where the present Prinse Minister
1 abrasive. e will also, unless his nature changes m the job. be less
authoritiran. Badawi, who iy 14 vears younger than D Malathir,
was a well-respected and well-liked forvign minister Before he was
appointed Deputy Prime Minister and Home Minister. He mawn-
tined close and cordial relations with his Pacific counterparts from
Australia to Japan. He previously held the education and defenee
porttolios.

1y o country where many senior figures have been aceused of
corruption, linked o sex scandals or alleged to have abused ther
official powers, Abdullah Badiwi s Mr Clean to Iy collea
weral public. among whom fus Pak Lih (Uncle Abdullaly

s i

the g
nickname reflects an admiration other leaders do not conmiand
He spent the late 19805 10 the political wilderness after supporting
Tenghu Razaleigh Fanizah's unsuccesstul challenge to D Mahathir
for the UMNO presidency in 1987, But he rerurned to cabinet in
list ever since. Analysts say he

1991 and has been a Mahathir loy
will have to toughen lis approach in the top job but will comie to
1 with an imgpartant asser. He las arehgioos backaround which
il belp hiny combat the elitm by PAS that s more Ishaie than
UMNOL Pak Lah's father was a religions teacher and Ins grand-
father. Abdullah Eabin Ihrahimg was a lnghly regarded ulama. Badaws
pursued lslamic Studies at the University of Ma However, he
has reasstred Chinese and Indians concerned that UMNO would

embrace Islamie rdicalism to recapture the rerritory it lost to PAS
that lis party has @ moderate rehgious stanee which is suitable
al Mulaysta. Hle has prommsed UMNO would appose

remising

for multirae

religions e

The most nnportant question for the future i whether he can
stand up o PAS and keep his colleagues m line, mamtaning, the
Islimie moderation favoured by Dr Mahathir, His suceess or fatlure
will determine whether lis government can not anly withstand the

pressures for Mulaysia to become mare fundamentalist but abso
demonstrate the strength and stability to act
rering the efforts of militants to wirn South

a core foree in coun-
st At nito . racheal

30 | VMV LGy




Ishamic region dedicated t the destruction of the nfidels m it
neighbourhood. He will take control of a govermment that has lost
the confidence of a large proportion of the people aud o party m
which corruprion is pervasive and selflessness rare. Both the govern-
mentand UMNO need @ drastic overhaul to restore their credibility
with the public it Badawi is to have any hope of preventing a furtler
weakening of the parlismentary power of the National Front and
the destabilising impact of an increasingly vigorous PAS

The qualiey of his leadesship will be important not only 1 deter-
the future of Malay
clsewhere in South-East Asia. He must be a strong, able prime

sia but also ininfluencing de

minis opments

minister it the Jegaey of D Mahathir is not o lead to the unrav-
clling of the region. UMNO officials can be expected o resist any
change i the party’s tadinonal practces of parronage and money
politics. Sel-interest among Badawi’ colleagues will be o major
obstacle for it overcome, it indecd he has the will o try to
change the system. Peace and progress in South-East Asia nmay well
depend on s resourcefulness and st in putting Malaysia’s

house m order,
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